
Recognising Cause & Effect Book A  CA10161 52 © 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

C
ut

 a
lo

ng
 t

he
 d

ot
te

d 
lin

e.

5

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 1–20? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

 2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Complete this page after you 
have finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  __________________________________________  Date  _____________
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Learn About
Recognising Cause and Effect

Ruff did not want 
other animals to take 
his bone.

Ruff hid his bone in 
a hole.

Cause 
(Why?)

Effect
(What?)
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Something that happens has two parts. One part makes the 
other part happen. The two parts are called cause and effect. 
The two parts tell what happens and why it happens.

 Why something happens is the cause.
The cause is the reason that something happens. 
It makes the effect happen.
The cause happens first.

What happens is the effect.
The effect happens because of the cause.
The effect happens second.

 Read this story to find out why the dog Ruff hid his bone in a hole.

Ruff had a huge bone. 
He did not want other 
animals to take his bone. 
So he hid his bone. He 
hid it in a hole. Then 
Ruff took a nap.
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Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 16–20. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 16–20? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions?  ______________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 16–20. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  _________________________________________  Date  ________________
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1 . How well did you do in Lessons 11–15? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions?  ______________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 11–15. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 16–20? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 11–15. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

Name  __________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book A
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Lessons 11–15
Self-Assessment

To find a cause, ask yourself why. Look for the reason that
something happens. The cause happens before the effect.

Ask yourself, “Why did Ruff hide his bone in a hole?”
The answer is: Ruff did not want other animals to take

his bone.

To find an effect, ask yourself what. Look for something
that happens because of the cause. The effect happens after
the cause.

Ask yourself, “What happened because Ruff did not want
other animals to take his bone?”

The answer is: Ruff hid his bone in a hole.

Clue words can tell about cause and effect. Here are some 
cause-effect clue words: so, since, because and if.

What clue word is used in the story about Ruff? The clue word 
so is used. It is used before the effect.

Sometimes there are no clue words. You can still find cause
and effect. Ask yourself, “What happened?” Ask yourself, “Why did 
that happen?”

A cause is why something happens. An effect is 
what happens because of the cause.

Re

member:
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1. Why couldn’t Mei go to Sarah’s 
birthday party?

� Mei had a broken leg and 
couldn’t walk very well.

� Mei didn’t have a present.
� Mei didn’t want to go 

to Sarah’s party.

2. Mei won’t be on the school bus 
next week because

� she will be at Sarah’s party.
� her doctor said she can’t go 

to school.
� her dad will take her to school.

Here is a letter from Mei. She 
has missed a party. Read the 
letter. As you read, think about 
what happens. Think about 
why those things happen. Look 
for clue words.

16 May 2008

Hi Sarah,

I’m sorry that I couldn’t come to your party. I 

wanted to go. But I have a broken leg, and I can’t 

walk very well yet. My sister said that you liked 

the present I got for you. She told me that you 

laughed when you opened it. I’m so glad you liked 

it.
My doctor said I can go to school next week. I 

won’t be on the bus. That’s because my dad will 

take me in his car. I can’t wait to see you next 

week at school!
Your friend,

Mei

No Party for Mei
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Lesson Preview
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Self-Assessment 2
FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book A

Lessons 6–10
Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 6–10. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 6–10? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions?  ______________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 6–10. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 11–15? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  _________________________________________  Date  _____________
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1. How well did you do in Lessons 1–5? Circle your answer.

great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions?  ______________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 1–5.

Name  ___________________________________________ Date  _______________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book A

Lessons 1–5
Self-Assessment 
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1. Why couldn’t Mei go to Sarah’s 
birthday party?

● Mei had a broken leg and 
couldn’t walk very well.

This answer is correct because 
the first paragraph says that 
Mei wanted to go to the party, 
but she had a broken leg and 
couldn’t walk very well yet.

� Mei didn’t have a present.

This answer is not correct 
because Mei’s sister said that 
Sarah liked the present that 
Mei got for her.

� Mei didn’t want to go 
to Sarah’s party.

This answer is not correct 
because Mei said that she 
wanted to go to the party.

2. Mei won’t be on the school bus 
next week because

� she will be at Sarah’s party.

This answer is not correct 
because Mei has already missed 
Sarah’s party.

� her doctor said she can’t go 
to school.

This answer is not correct 
because Mei’s doctor said that 
she could go to school next week.

● her dad will take her to school.

This answer is correct because 
in the second paragraph Mei said 
that her dad will be taking her 
to school in his car.

Look at the answer choices for each 
question. Read why each answer choice
is correct or not correct.
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