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1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–20. Circle your answer.

 great good could be better

2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Complete this page after you 
have finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book B

Lessons 1–20
Self-Assessment 
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Something happens that makes something else happen. 
This is called cause and effect.

The first thing that happens is the cause. It makes the effect
happen. The second thing that happens is the effect. It happens
because the cause happened.

Why something happens is the cause.
A cause makes something else happen. It makes the effect happen.

What happens is the effect.
An effect happens because of something else. An effect happens 

because of the cause.

Read this story about Con. Find out what happens
and why it happens.

      Cause (Why?)                             Effect (What?)

Con was in a hurry to 
catch the bus.

Con forgot to bring his 
report to class.

Learn About
Recognising Cause and Effect

Con grabbed his lunch and headed 
out the door. “I don’t want to miss 
that bus again,” he mumbled. He 
hurried to the bus stop.

In class, Ms Hendriks asked everyone 
to hand in their report on sea animals. 
“Oh, no!” exclaimed Con. “I forgot to 
bring my report because I was in such a 
hurry to catch the bus!”
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FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book B

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 16–20. Before you 
begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

1. Rate your work in Lessons 16–20. Circle your answer.

 great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble?  
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 11–15?  

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult
than those in Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 16–20?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

Self-Assessment 
Lessons 16–20
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1. Rate your work in Lessons 11–15. Circle your answer.

great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble?  
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 6–10? 

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult
than those in Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 11–15?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 16–20?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 11–15. Before you
begin, reread what you
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

Name  ___________________________________________ Date  _______________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book B

Lessons 11–15
Self-Assessment 
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To find a cause, ask why. Look for the reason that 
something happened. The cause happens before the effect.

Ask yourself, “Why did something happen? Why did Con 
forget to bring his report to class?” The answer is: “Con was 
in a hurry to catch the bus.” That is the cause.

To find an effect, ask what. Look for what happened 
because of the cause. The effect happens after the cause.

Ask yourself, “What happened? What happened because 
Con was in a hurry to catch the bus?”

The answer is: “Con forgot to bring his report to class.”

Clue words can signal cause and effect. Here are 
some clue words: so, so that, since, because, if and reason.

What clue word was used in the story about Con? 
The clue word because signalled the reason that Con forgot 
his report.

Sometimes there are no clue words. You can still find 
a cause and effect. Ask yourself, “What happened? 
Why did that happen?”

Why something happens is the cause. What happens 
because of the cause is the effect.

Re

member:
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1. Why did Mum take their old 
spaceship on their trip?

� They were going to Mars.
� This spaceship went very slow.
� It had never given them 

a problem before.
� It was the only spaceship 

they had.

2. What happened when Tara
opened the small door?

� A tiny, black kitten
came out.

� Tara and Mum heard
a noise.

� Tara got out her tools.
� It made Sammy want

to go shopping.

Read this sample story. It is 
about a mother and daughter 
solving a problem. As you read, 
think about what happens. Think 
about why those things happen. 
Look for clue words.

“Mum,” said Tara, “why are we slowing down?”
“I don’t know,” Mum answered. “I can’t go any faster. 

This spaceship is old, but it is fast. And it has never given us 
a problem before. That’s why I thought we’d be fine using it 
to go to Mars for our shopping trip. I guess I was wrong.”

“Did you hear that noise?” asked Tara.
“Yes,” said Mum. “It sounds like something 

is stuck. Let’s get our tools and fix whatever’s wrong.”
Tara heard the noise again. “Put the tools away,” 

she said. “I know that sound. I know what’s 
slowing us down!”

Tara leaned over and opened a small door. 
Out came a tiny, black kitten. Tara picked it 
up and laughed. “I think Sammy wants to 
go shopping on Mars, too!”

We Are Not Alone

Lesson Preview
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and Effect, Book B

Lessons 6–10
Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 6–10. Before you 
begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

1. Rate your work in Lessons 6–10. Circle your answer.

 great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble?  
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 1–5?  

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult
than those in Lessons 1–5?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 6–10?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

2Self-Assessment 
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1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–5. Circle your answer.

great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ____________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 1–5.

Name  ___________________________________________ Date  _______________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book B

Lessons 1–5 1Self-Assessment 
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1. Why did Mum take their old
spaceship on their trip?

� They were going to Mars.

This answer is not correct
because this tells where they
were headed. It doesn’t tell why
Mum took the old spaceship.

� This spaceship went very slow.

This answer is not correct 
because Mum said that the 
spaceship was old but fast. 

● It had never given them
a problem before.

This answer is correct because
Mum said that this was the
reason that she thought it was
fine to take the old spaceship.

� It was the only spaceship 
they had.

This answer is not correct 
because the story doesn’t say 
that this was their only 
spaceship.

2. What happened when Tara
opened the small door?

● A tiny, black kitten came out.

This answer is correct because
the story says that when Tara
leaned over and opened the door,
a tiny, black kitten came out.

� Tara and Mum heard a noise.

This answer is not correct 
because Tara and Mum heard the 
noise before Tara opened the 
door. They did not hear the noise 
because Tara opened the door.

� Tara got out her tools.

This answer is not correct
because Tara told Mum to put
the tools away. That was before
Tara opened the door.

� It made Sammy want to 
go shopping.

This answer is not correct 
because opening the door did not 
make Sammy want to go 
shopping. Tara just made a joke 
that she thought that Sammy 
wanted to go shopping.

Look at the answer choices for each 
question. Read why each answer 
is correct or not correct.
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