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5 Complete this page after you have 
finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  _______________________________________________ Date  _________________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book C

Lessons 1–20
Self-Assessment 

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–20. Circle your answer.

successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Cause and effect tells what happens and why it happens.

Why something happens is the cause. It is the reason that 
something happens.

What happens is the effect. The effect happens because of 
the cause. It is a result of the cause.

Read this paragraph to find out what happened to the early 
settlers and why.

 Cause (Why?) Effect (What?)

The early settlers had 
no bricks to build 
their homes.

They built their homes out 
of wood.

Learn About
Recognising Cause and Effect

In 1793, the early settlers left 
England. They sailed across the 
sea to Australia. They were the 
first settlers from Europe to live 
in Australia. They needed
to build homes there. But the 
early settlers had no bricks to 
build their homes. So they built 
their homes out of wood. 
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Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 16–20. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________
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Lessons 16–20
Self-Assessment 

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 16–20. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 11–15? ___________________

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 16–20? ________________
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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3 Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 11–15. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book C
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Lessons 11–15
Self-Assessment 

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 11–15. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 6–10? 

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 11–15?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 16–20?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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To find a cause, ask why. Look for the reason that something 
happened. The cause happens before the effect.

Ask yourself, “Why did something happen?” Why 
did the early settlers build their homes out of wood? 
They built their homes out of wood because they had 
no bricks.

To find an effect, ask what. Look for the result. Look for 
something that happened because of the cause. The effect 
happens after the cause.

Ask yourself, “What happened?” What happened 
because the early settlers had no bricks? What did they 
do? The early settlers built their homes out of wood.

What cause-and-effect clue word is used in the 
paragraph about early settlers? The clue word so is used 
to signal the cause and effect.

Sometimes there are no clue words. You can still figure out 
a cause and effect. Ask yourself what happened and why it 
happened.

Why something happens is the cause. What happens 
is the effect.

Re

member:

Clue words can signal cause and effect. Here are some 
cause-effect clue words: so, so that, since, because, if, reason 
and as a result.
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Long ago, an English nobleman returned 
home from a battle to find his home pillaged by 
the Sheriff of Nottingham and his land claimed 
by greedy law officials. Unable or unwilling to 
pay the ridiculous taxes the law officials said he 
owed, the nobleman escaped his village and, 
along with a number of other outlawed men, 
lived in a hide-out in a nearby forest – Sherwood 
Forest.

Known as Robin Hood, this deprived 
nobleman was outraged by the actions of the 
sheriff and the officials so decided, with his 
merry outlawed men, to take a stand against 
them. Robin Hood began stealing food, money 
and other goods from the greedy law-makers 
and sharing it out amongst the poor people of 
Nottingham. For these deeds, Robin Hood has 
been remembered in legend as “The Prince of 
Thieves”.

1. Why did the nobleman escape to 
Sherwood Forest?

� He thought it would be warmer 
there.

� He was unwilling to pay the 
ridiculous taxes.

� That is where his family lived.
� He wanted to visit the merry men.

2. Robin Hood became known as “The 
Prince of Thieves” because

� he was friends with the Sheriff of 
Nottingham.

� he lived in a forest.
� he stole from the rich and gave to 

the poor.
� he fought battles.

Read this sample passage about 
Robin Hood. As you read, think 
about the things that happen and 
why they happen. Look for clue 
words.

– The Legend of Robin Hood –

Lesson Preview
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Lessons 6–10
Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 6–10. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________
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Self-Assessment 

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 6–10. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 1–5? 

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 1–5?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 6–10?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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Answer these questions after 
you have completed Lessons 1–5.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________

FOCUS on Recognising Cause 
and Effect, Book C

Lessons 1–5

C
ut

 a
lo

ng
 t

he
 d

ot
te

d 
lin

e.

1

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–5. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Self-Assessment 
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1. Why did the nobleman escape to 
Sherwood Forest?

� He thought it would be warmer 
there.

This answer is not correct because 
the passage never tells that the 
nobleman thought the forest 
would be warm.

● He was unwilling to pay the 
ridiculous taxes.

This answer is correct because the 
first paragraph of the passage 
states that this is why he 
escaped his village.

� That is where his family lived.

This answer is not correct because 
the passage never tells about the 
nobleman’s family.

� He wanted to visit the merry men.

This answer is not correct because 
the passage states the other men 
only went to the forest when the 
nobleman did.

2. Robin Hood became known as 
“The Prince of Thieves” because

� he was friends with the Sheriff of 
Nottingham.

This answer is not correct because 
the sheriff pillaged Robin Hood’s 
home – not something a friend does. 

� he hid in a forest.

This answer is not correct because 
this is how Robin Hood lived, not 
how he got his special name.

● he stole from the rich and gave to 
the poor.

This answer is correct because the 
passage states this in the final 
paragraph.

� he fought battles.

This answer is not correct because 
while Robin Hood did fight battles, 
this is not the reason people called 
him by his special name.

Look at the answer choices for each question. 
Read why each answer choice is correct 
or not correct.
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