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Learn About
Understanding Sequence

Sequence is the order in which things happen or the order in
which things are done.
Often when you read, something happens first. Then
something else happens next. Then another thing happens, and
so on.

Read this paragraph to find out what James did first, next, and
so on.
When I got home from school today,
the first thing I did was my maths
homework. I like maths. I never mind
doing maths homework. Next, I went
outside and played basketball with my
friends until teatime. Finally, I played a
computer game. Dad said I could either
play a computer game or watch TV. I
decided to play my favourite computer
game.

I did my maths
homework.
(This is the first thing
James did.)

I played basketball.
(This is the next thing
James did.)

1

2

I played a computer
game.
(This is the last thing
James did.)
3

The boxes show the order in which the things happened or were done.
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To understand the sequence in a passage, think about what
happens or what is done first, second, third, fourth, and so on.

Clue words such as first, second, next, then, last, finally,
before and after may tell the order in which things happen.
In the paragraph about James, the clue word first is used to
tell about what he did first. What other clue words tell about
the sequence of events in the paragraph? The clue words next
and finally are used.
Words that show time may also tell the sequence. Such
words can tell the time of day, the day of the week, the month,
the year, the season, and so on. Some time words are noon,
Tuesday, February, 1977, the 1700s, winter and morning. For
example:
In the morning, I ate an early breakfast. At noon, I almost
missed lunch. In the evening, I sat down to a nice dinner.
Numbers (1, 2, 3 and so on) are sometimes used to show
the sequence of steps in a set of directions, such as recipes
or game rules.

m

emb
er

:

Re

If you don’t see any clue words, you can still figure out the
sequence in a passage. Just ask yourself what happens or what is
done first, next, and so on.

Sequence is the order in which things happen or
the order in which things are done.
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Preview

Read this sample passage about
women long ago. As you read, pay
attention to the order in which
things happen. Look for clue words.

Women in the Middle Ages
The Middle Ages in Europe went from about the year 1000
to the year 1500. Most women in the Middle Ages lived in the
country and worked on farms. They worked very hard. Often
they got up before dawn and cared for the animals. First, they
milked the cows. Then they made butter and cheese from the
milk. Last, they fed the chickens and geese.
After all of the animals had been taken care of, the women first had to cook so
there would be food for lunch and dinner. Then they salted meat so it would not
spoil. (Back then, people did not have freezers to keep food fresh.) Next, they
tended vegetable gardens. This often meant carrying water long distances from
streams or village wells. Late in the day, the women often crushed grain in a hand
mill. Then they carried the grain in heavy sacks to the nearest watermill to be
ground into flour.
After dinner, the women made clothing and rope. First, they combed wool with
stiff brushes and then spun it into thread. Next, they used some of the thread for
weaving cloth. If any thread was left, they twisted it into a type of rope.

2. This timeline describes part of a day
for women in the Middle Ages.

1. What did the women do first after
all of the animals had been taken
care of?





They
They
They
They

carried grain sacks to the mill.
cooked.
made butter and cheese.
ate lunch.

1

2

3

Which of these belongs in box 2?
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They wove
cloth.

They combed
wool with
stiff brushes.

4

They
They
They
They

salted meat.
crushed grain.
spun wool into thread.
twisted thread into rope.
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Look at the answer choices for each question.
Read why each answer choice is correct or
not correct.

1. What did the women do first after
all of the animals had been taken
care of?

2. This timeline describes part of a day
for women in the Middle Ages.
They combed
wool with
stiff brushes.

 They carried grain sacks to the mill.

This answer is not correct.
Although women did carry grain
sacks to the mill after the animals
had been taken care of, they did
not do this first.

1

They wove
cloth.

2

3

Which of these belongs in box 2?
 They salted meat.

This answer is not correct because
even though women did salt meat,
they did not salt meat after
combing wool.

● They cooked.
This answer is correct because the
passage says that women cooked
first after the animals had been
taken care of.

 They crushed grain.

This answer is not correct because
women did not crush grain before
weaving cloth.

 They made butter and cheese.

This answer is not correct because
women made butter and cheese
before the chickens and geese
were taken care of.

● They spun wool into thread.
This answer is correct because the
passage says that women spun
wool into thread after they combed
the wool and before they wove the
wool into cloth.

 They ate lunch.

This answer is not correct because
the passage says nothing about
eating lunch.

 They twisted thread into rope.

This answer is not correct because
even though women did twist
thread into rope, they did not do it
before they wove cloth. The passage
says that they twisted thread into
rope if there was any thread left
after weaving.
© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Read these recipes for a satisfying lunch.
As you read, pay attention to the order
in which things happen or are done.
Look for clues or clue words.

A Satisfying Lunch
Peanut Butter and Jam Sandwich Roll
Ingredients You Need
1 slice of bread
1 tablespoon of peanut butter

1 tablespoon of jam
a few chocolate chips

Directions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Use a butter knife to cut the crusts off the slice of bread.
Use a soup can or rolling pin to roll over the slice of bread to flatten it.
Spread the peanut butter on the bread, and then spread the jam on top.
Sprinkle a few chocolate chips onto the jam.
Tightly roll the bread into a spiral.
Cut the rolled bread into four slices.
Eat your tasty sandwich roll.

For a special treat, try eating your sandwich with delicious strawberry soup.

Delicious Strawberry Soup
Ingredients You Need
1 ½ cups of apple juice
1 tablespoon of lemon juice
whipped cream

1 punnet of fresh strawberries
honey to taste
1 cup of milk
Directions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

In a bowl, mix the strawberries and honey together until you like the taste.
Add the milk, apple juice and lemon juice.
Chill the mixture in the refrigerator for two or more hours.
Ladle some of the soup into a small bowl.
Put a tablespoon of whipped cream on top.
Eat your delicious and satisfying soup.
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Answer these questions about the recipes.

1. In the directions, the clues that tell
what to do are





3. What is the first thing you do
to make strawberry soup?





days.
weeks.
time words.
numbers.

2. In the first recipe, what is the next
thing you do after step number 3?





Chill the mixture for two hours.
Ladle soup into a bowl.
Mix strawberries and honey together.
Top with whipped cream.

4. What does the last step listed
in each recipe involve?





Roll up the bread into a spiral.
Sprinkle on chocolate chips.
Cut off the bread crusts.
Flatten the bread.

eating what you’ve made
cutting up the ingredients
chilling the ingredients
topping with whipped cream

5. Tell how you would make strawberry soup. Put things in the right
order. Use at least one clue word in your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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