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To the Student

Answer Form
FOCUS on Comparing and Contrasting,
Book F

In FOCUS on Comparing and Contrasting, Book F, you will read passages and
answer questions. You will practise using the reading strategy called Comparing and
Contrasting. You will learn about the strategy on the Learn About pages. You will see
a sample passage, sample questions and sample answer choices on the Lesson Preview
pages. Then you will practise using the strategy in twenty lessons.
Each lesson has a passage and five questions. After you finish reading the passage,
answer the five questions. For the first four questions, fill in the correct answers on the
Answer Form on page 53. Or, you may fill in the correct answers directly on the page.
For the fifth question, write the answer on the lines provided on the page. Fill in the
circle on the Answer Form to show that you have completed the fifth question.
Use the Tracking Chart on page 47 to show when you have finished each lesson
and to show the number of questions that you answered correctly. After each group of
five lessons, you will complete a self-assessment to see how you are doing.
So . . . FOCUS and enjoy!
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Self-Assessment
Lessons 1–20

5
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Learn About

Self-Assessment
Lessons 16–20

Comparing and Contrasting

4

Answer these questions after you
have completed Lessons 16–20.
Before you begin, re-read what
you wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

FOCUS on Comparing and
Contrasting, Book F
Comparing and contrasting is finding out how things are alike or
different. Comparing is finding how things are alike, and contrasting is
finding how things are different. Two or more people, places, objects and
events can be compared and contrasted.

Name ____________________________________________________

1. Rate your work in Lessons 16–20. Circle your answer.

When you read a passage, think about the people, places, objects or
events that you read about. Ask yourself, “How are they similar or alike?
How are they different?”

successful

Read this paragraph to find out how two kinds of backpacks are alike
and different.

Rolling Backpack

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 11–15? ___________________
3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in
Lessons 11–15?

Why do you think this is so?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Panel-Type Backpack

carry things

carry things

Alike

sturdy pack fabric

sturdy pack fabric

Different

small plastic wheels

padded back panel

Different

plastic pull handle

cushioned waist belt

2

needs improvement

__________________________________________________________________

Alike

Comparing and Contrasting Book F CA10260

somewhat successful

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?
Cut along the dotted line.

Rolling backpacks and panel-type backpacks
are both used by people to carry things. Both
types of backpack are made from sturdy pack
fabric, such as cleanable nylon. Both types also
have zippered front pockets. Rolling backpacks
have small plastic wheels and plastic pull
handles. These features help people roll the
backpack along the floor without putting too
much weight on their back and shoulders. In
contrast, panel-type backpacks are worn on the
back. Unlike rolling backpacks, panel-type
backpacks have thickly padded back panels,
padded shoulder straps and a cushioned waist
belt. These help protect the user’s back.

Date ____________________

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 16–20? ________________
Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Self-Assessment
Lessons 11–15

3

Answer these questions after you
have completed Lessons 11–15.
Before you begin, re-read what
you wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

FOCUS on Comparing and
Contrasting, Book F
Name ____________________________________________________

Compare the two kinds of backpacks in the paragraph. Think
about how they are alike. Ask yourself, “How are rolling backpacks
and panel-type backpacks alike?”

Date ____________________

Both rolling backpacks and panel-type backpacks are backpacks
that people use to carry things. Both rolling backpacks and paneltype backpacks are made from sturdy pack fabric, such as cleanable
nylon. Both types also have zippered front pockets.

1. Rate your work in Lessons 11–15. Circle your answer.
successful

somewhat successful

needs improvement

Contrast the two kinds of backpacks in the paragraph. Think about
how they are different. Ask yourself, “How are rolling backpacks and
panel-type backpacks different?”

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 6–10? ____________________
3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in
Lessons 6–10?

__________________________________________________________________
Why do you think this is so?

Cut along the dotted line.

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

Rolling backpacks have small plastic wheels and plastic pull
handles. Panel-type backpacks have padded back panels, padded
shoulder pads and a cushioned waist belt. Rolling backpacks are
pulled, whereas panel-type backpacks are worn on the back.
Clue words can signal comparisons and contrasts in what you read.
For comparisons, look for clue words that signal how things are
alike. The words both, same, like, alike, also and similar signal ways in
which things are similar or alike.
For contrasts, look for clue words that signal how things are
different. The words but, unlike, different, however, whereas, in contrast
and instead signal ways in which things are different.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 11–15?
Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________

What three clue words are used in the paragraph about rolling and
panel-type backpacks? The clue words both, in contrast and unlike are
used.
If there are no clue words in a passage, think about how things are
alike or different.

:

Re

m
me b

er

__________________________________________________________________
5. What is your goal for Lessons 16–20?

__________________________________________________________________

Comparing is finding how things are alike.
Contrasting is finding how things are different.

__________________________________________________________________
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L

n
o
s
s
e

Preview

Self-Assessment

Read this sample passage about two
different bodies of water. As you read,
think about the ways in which lakes
and oceans are alike. Think about
the ways in which they are different.
Look for clue words.

Lessons 6–10

2

Answer these questions after you
have completed Lessons 6–10.
Before you begin, re-read what
you wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

FOCUS on Comparing and
Contrasting, Book F
Name ____________________________________________________

Lakes and Oceans

1. Rate your work in Lessons 6–10. Circle your answer.
successful

somewhat successful

needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?
Cut along the dotted line.

Have you ever been to a lake? Have you seen Bass Strait or the Pacific Ocean?
Both lakes and oceans are bodies of water that consist of layers of water. The
bottom layer of water is cool and dark, whereas the top layer is warmer and has
more light. Humans depend on lakes and oceans as sources of food and as places
for recreation. We also depend on them as a means of transport.
Not only humans depend on lakes and oceans; many kinds of fish,
birds and plants also need them as a place to live.
Most lakes were carved out by glaciers long ago. Most lakes
contain standing fresh water. Lakes are fed by rainfall and rivers,
and do not have tides or currents. Some lakes do have waves, as
does an ocean. Plants and animals that live in lakes include
freshwater fish, turtles, snails and algae.
Although there are more lakes than oceans
in the world, oceans are much bigger and deeper, covering 71%
of the earth’s surface. Unlike lakes, oceans were formed
millions of years ago as a result of the movement of the earth’s
rigid plates. Oceans contain moving salt water and have tides
and currents. The salt is the result of a process by which water
on land washes salts and minerals from the land, carrying them
to the sea. Plants and animals found in an ocean include fish,
sharks, crabs, whales, coral, seaweed and algae.

Date ____________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 1–5? _____________________
3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in
Lessons 1–5?

__________________________________________________________________
Why do you think this is so?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 6–10?
Why or why not?

1. What is one way that lakes and oceans
are alike?





Both
Both
Both
Both

2. One way in which oceans differ from
lakes is that oceans





have tides and currents.
are bodies of water.
contain salt water.
were carved by glaciers.

have layers of water.
contain fresh water.
contain salt water.
were carved by glaciers.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
5. What is your goal for Lessons 11–15?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Self-Assessment
Lessons 1–5

1

Answer these questions after
you have completed Lessons 1–5.

Look at the answer choices for each question.
Read why each answer choice is correct or
not correct.

FOCUS on Comparing and
Contrasting, Book F
Name ____________________________________________________

Date ____________________

somewhat successful

 have layers of water.

 Both have tides and currents.

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–5. Circle your answer.
successful

2. One way in which oceans differ from
lakes is that oceans

1. What is one way that lakes and
oceans are alike?

This answer is not correct because
both lakes and oceans consist of
layers of water.

This answer is not correct because
the passage states that lakes do
not have tides or currents.

needs improvement

● Both are bodies of water.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Cut along the dotted line.

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 contain fresh water.

This answer is correct because the
passage states that lakes and
oceans are both bodies of water.

This answer is not correct because
lakes contain fresh water, but
oceans contain salt water.

● contain salt water.

 Both contain salt water.
This answer is not correct because
lakes contain fresh water, but oceans
contain salt water.

This answer is correct because
oceans contain salt water, whereas
lakes contain fresh water.

 Both were carved by glaciers.

 were carved by glaciers.

This answer is not correct because
most lakes were carved by glaciers,
whereas oceans were formed by the
movement of the earth’s rigid plates.

This answer is not correct because
most lakes were formed by glaciers,
whereas oceans were formed by the
movement of the earth’s rigid
plates.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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