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To the Student

Answer Form
FOCUS on Understanding Main Idea and Details,
Book F

In FOCUS on Understanding Main Idea and Details, Book F, you will read passages
and answer questions. You will practise using the reading strategy called Understanding
Main Idea and Details. You will learn about the strategy on the Learn About pages.
You will see a sample passage, sample questions and sample answer choices on the
Lesson Preview pages. Then you will practise using the strategy in twenty lessons.
Each lesson has a passage and five questions. After you finish reading the passage,
answer the five questions. For the first four questions, fill in the correct answers on the
Answer Form on page 53. Or, you may fill in the correct answers directly on the page.
For the fifth question, write the answer on the lines provided on the page. Fill in the
circle on the Answer Form to show that you have completed the fifth question.
Use the Tracking Chart on page 47 to show when you have finished each lesson and
to show the number of questions that you answered correctly. After each group of five
lessons, you will complete a self-assessment to see how you are doing.
So . . . FOCUS and enjoy!
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 1, page 7
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 6, page 17
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 11, page 27
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 16, page 37
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 2, page 9
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 7, page 19
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 12, page 29
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 17, page 39
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 3, page 11
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 8, page 21
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 13, page 31
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 18, page 41
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 4, page 13
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 9, page 23
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 14, page 33
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 19, page 43
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 5, page 15
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 10, page 25
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 15, page 35
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

Lesson 20, page 45
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5. O Completed

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

53

Understanding Main Idea and Details Book F CA10266

Self-Assessment
Lessons 1–20

5

Table of Contents

Complete this page after you have
finished Lessons 1–20.

FOCUS on Understanding
Main Idea and Details, Book F
Learn About Understanding Main Idea and Details ........................................ 2
Name ____________________________________________________

Lesson Preview ............................................................................................... 4

Date ____________________

Lesson 1

Stop, Go, Slow .......................................................................... 6

Lesson 2

Use It or Swap It ....................................................................... 8

Lesson 3

A Dog for Daniel ..................................................................... 10

Lesson 4

Celebrating the Harvest ........................................................... 12

Lesson 5

Leg Power ............................................................................... 14

Lesson 6

The Sweetest Melody ............................................................... 16

Lesson 7

Thanks to Savion and Charles .................................................. 18

Lesson 8

Good Times............................................................................. 20

Lesson 9

Life on Acacia Street ................................................................ 22

Lesson 10

Ali’s Exciting Day .................................................................... 24

Lesson 11

Recording Books for the Blind ................................................. 26

Lesson 12

Lazy Objects ............................................................................ 28

Lesson 13

Pandora’s Box .......................................................................... 30

Lesson 14

Whale Facts ............................................................................. 32

Lesson 15

Warrior Artists ......................................................................... 34

Lesson 16

Time for a Change ................................................................... 36

Lesson 17

Celebrating Songkran .............................................................. 38

__________________________________________________________________

Lesson 18

Gold ........................................................................................ 40

__________________________________________________________________

Lesson 19

Two Countries Celebrate ......................................................... 42

__________________________________________________________________

Lesson 20

Koiki Mabo ............................................................................ 44

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–20. Circle your answer.
successful

somewhat successful

needs improvement

2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

__________________________________________________________________

Cut along the dotted line.

__________________________________________________________________

Tracking Chart.............................................................................................. 47
Self-Assessment 1, Lessons 1–5 ..................................................................... 48

__________________________________________________________________

Self-Assessment 2, Lessons 6–10 ................................................................... 49

__________________________________________________________________

Self-Assessment 3, Lessons 11–15 ................................................................. 50
Self-Assessment 4, Lessons 16–20 ................................................................. 51
Self-Assessment 5, Lessons 1–20 ................................................................... 52
Answer Form ................................................................................................ 53

Understanding Main Idea and Details Book F CA10266

52

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

©©
2007
Hawker
Brownlow
Education
2007
Hawker
Brownlow
Education

1 1 Understanding
Main
Idea
and
Details
Book
F FCA10266
Understanding
Main
Idea
and
Details
Book
CA10266

Learn About

Self-Assessment
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Lessons 16–20

Understanding Main Idea and Details

Answer these questions after you
have completed Lessons 16–20.
Before you begin, re-read what
you wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

FOCUS on Understanding
Main Idea and Details, Book F
The main idea is the most important idea in a passage, or piece of
writing. The main idea tells what the writing is mostly about. Every
passage has a main idea. Each paragraph in a passage also has a main idea.

Name ____________________________________________________

Details are pieces of information that tell about the main idea. Details
explain the main idea. They tell you who, what, when, where, why or
how. Details can describe a person, place or thing. Details can tell you the
order in which events happen. Details can also explain how to do
something.

1. Rate your work in Lessons 16–20. Circle your answer.
successful

Read this passage. Find the main idea and the details that tell you
about the main idea.

somewhat successful

needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?
Cut along the dotted line.

We know about dinosaurs
from fossils. This is possible
even though the dinosaurs
themselves have been extinct
for millions of years. A fossil
is evidence of a plant or
animal that once lived.
Dinosaur eggs are one kind
of fossil. They are evidence
that dinosaurs laid eggs.
Dinosaur footprints that
have hardened are also a type of fossil. Another kind of fossil is
the impression of dinosaur skin left in mud that later hardened.
The most common type of dinosaur fossil is petrified bones. These
bones were buried in mud. Then, over millions of years, minerals
present in water replaced the living matter in the bones, and the
minerals took the shape of the bones. These are the kinds of fossils
that give us information.

Date ____________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 11–15? ___________________
3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in
Lessons 11–15?

__________________________________________________________________
Why do you think this is so?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 16–20? ________________
Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Self-Assessment
Lessons 11–15

3

Answer these questions after you
have completed Lessons 11–15.
Before you begin, re-read what
you wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

FOCUS on Understanding
Main Idea and Details, Book F
Name ____________________________________________________

Main Idea
We know about dinosaurs from fossils.

Date ____________________

1. Rate your work in Lessons 11–15. Circle your answer.
successful

somewhat successful

Detail
eggs

needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

__________________________________________________________________
Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 6–10? ____________________
3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in
Lessons 6–10?

__________________________________________________________________
Why do you think this is so?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Detail
impressions
of skin

Detail
petrified
bones

This web shows the main idea and details from the passage.
Cut along the dotted line.

__________________________________________________________________

Detail
footprints

The main idea of the passage is that we know about dinosaurs
from fossils. It is stated in the first sentence of the passage. A main
idea may also be stated in the last sentence or anywhere else in a
passage. Or a main idea may not be directly stated at all. If the main
idea is not directly stated, ask yourself questions like these: “What is
this passage mostly about? What is the most important idea?”
The details in the passage give information about four types of
fossils from which we learn about dinosaurs: dinosaur eggs, dinosaur
footprints, impressions of dinosaur skin and petrified dinosaur bones.
The passage about dinosaur fossils is made up of just one
paragraph. Many other passages that you read will have more than
one paragraph. In these longer passages, the whole passage still has a
main idea and each paragraph in the passage also has a main idea.

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 11–15?
Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________
:

Re

m
me b

er

__________________________________________________________________
5. What is your goal for Lessons 16–20?

__________________________________________________________________

The main idea is what the passage is mostly about. Details
are pieces of information that tell you about the main idea.

__________________________________________________________________
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Preview

Self-Assessment

Read this sample passage about oranges.
As you read, think about the main idea
of the passage. Also think about what
the details tell about the main idea.

FOCUS on Understanding
Main Idea and Details, Book F

• • • Which Orange?• • •

1. What is the main idea of the whole
passage?

2. What is one difference between Valencia
oranges and navel oranges?

 Green oranges are just as tasty
as orange ones.
 More Valencia oranges are grown than
navel oranges.
 Navel oranges have thick skins.
 All kinds of oranges are good to eat.

Understanding Main Idea and Details Book F CA10266

 Valencia oranges are less juicy.
 There are many different kinds of
Valencia oranges.
 Valencia oranges have thinner skins.
 Valencia oranges have more green
on them.

4
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Name ____________________________________________________

Date ____________________

1. Rate your work in Lessons 6–10. Circle your answer.
successful

somewhat successful

needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?
Cut along the dotted line.

Walk into the fruit section of any supermarket. You will see
stacks and stacks of oranges. There are large oranges and small
ones, oranges with thick skins and ones with thin skins, oranges
with seeds and ones without seeds. There are many different kinds
of oranges. Are some kinds better to eat than others?
Some shoppers avoid oranges that have green on them because
they think the oranges are not ripe. Surprisingly, the colour of an
orange has nothing to do with its ripeness. An orange may be
bright green and still be completely ripe. Temperature is what
determines the colour of an orange. Cooler temperatures make
oranges turn orange. Otherwise, they remain green. Ripe green
oranges are just as tasty as ripe orange ones.
Are Valencia oranges better than navel oranges?
Valencia oranges are very juicy, with thin skins that
fit tightly. Navel oranges have thick skins. These
skins peel more easily than thin skins, but the
oranges are not as juicy. Both kinds of orange are
grown in Australia, but more Valencia oranges are
made into juice. Navel oranges are usually sold for
eating. Still, both kinds of oranges can be sweet
and tasty.
So, are some oranges better than others? No. All
kinds of oranges are good to eat. And oranges are good for you, too.

2

Lessons 6–10

Answer these questions after you
have completed Lessons 6–10.
Before you begin, re-read
reread what
whatyou
wrote
you
wrote
in Self-Assessment
in Self-Assessment
1. 1.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 1–5? _____________________
3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in
Lessons 1–5?

__________________________________________________________________
Why do you think this is so?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 6–10?
Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
5. What is your goal for Lessons 11–15?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Self-Assessment
Lessons 1–5

1

Answer these questions after
you have completed Lessons 1–5.

Look at the answer choices for each question.
Read why each answer choice is correct or
not correct.

FOCUS on Understanding
Main Idea and Details, Book F
Name ____________________________________________________

Date ____________________

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–5. Circle your answer.
successful

somewhat successful

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Cut along the dotted line.

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

__________________________________________________________________

2. What is one difference between
Valencia oranges and navel oranges?

 Green oranges are just as tasty
as orange ones.

 Valencia oranges are less juicy.
This answer is not correct because
the third paragraph says that
Valencia oranges are very juicy and
that navel oranges are less juicy.

This answer is not correct because it
is not what the whole passage is
mostly about. It is the main idea of
the second paragraph, but it is not
the main idea of the whole passage.

needs improvement

__________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of the whole
passage?

 There are many different kinds
of Valencia oranges.

 More Valencia oranges are grown
than navel oranges.

This answer is not correct because
although the first paragraph says
that there are many different kinds
of oranges, this is a general
statement about all oranges. It
does not tell about a difference
between Valencia oranges and navel
oranges.

This answer is not correct because
the number of oranges grown is not
mentioned anywhere in the passage.
It may be true, but it is not stated in
this passage.
 Navel oranges have thick skins.

● Valencia oranges have thinner skins.

This answer is not correct because it
is a detail about the difference
between Valencia oranges and navel
oranges. The whole passage is not
about navel oranges.

This answer is correct. This is
stated in the third paragraph.
 Valencia oranges have more green
on them.

● All kinds of oranges are good to

This answer is not correct. The
second paragraph talks about green
oranges, but it does not say that
Valencia oranges have more green on
them than navel oranges do.

eat.
4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

__________________________________________________________________

This answer is correct because the
whole passage is about the fact that
all kinds of oranges are good to eat.

__________________________________________________________________
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