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LESSON 7
Read this made-up folktale.
Then answer questions about the folktale.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

How the Echidna Got His Spikes
In the beginning of time, the echidna did not have
spikes. This story explains how the echidna got spikes.
Echidna was a fast runner. All the animals knew that.
But Kangaroo was a great jumper. The other animals
wondered which one would win a race. They planned a
contest between Kangaroo and Echidna.
These were the rules. Echidna and Kangaroo would
start the contest together. First, they would go through
the scrub, or bush. Then they would stop. They would
turn around and come back again. The first one to come
back would be the winner. The winner would get a set
of spikes.
Before the contest, Kangaroo pretended to go for a
walk. The animals thought he might be playing a trick on
them, so one of the animals went after him. Kangaroo had
cut down bushes to make a path. He was smart. He knew
that he would jump faster on a path. The animals were
angry because that wasn’t fair. They called off the contest
and gave the spikes to Echidna
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 FIND IT 

 CONNECT IT 

1. This folktale explains how
 the kangaroo got spikes.
 the echidna got spikes.
 the kangaroo got a tail.
 the echidna got a tail.

4. How was Kangaroo different
from Echidna?
 Kangaroo was a fast runner.
 Kangaroo was a great
jumper.
 Kangaroo liked to eat
echidnas.
 Kangaroo won the spikes.

2. In the race, what would the
echidna and the kangaroo do
first?
 cut down bushes.
 get the spikes.
 turn around and come back.
 go through the scrub.

5. Where would Echidna and
Kangaroo go right after they ran
through the bush?
 They would turn around
and come back again.
 They would run along
a path in the woods.
 They would go to find
the other animals.
 They would go home.

3. In the folktale, the word
scrub means
 “spikes”.
 “contest”.
 “bush”.
 “kangaroos”.

6. Why did Kangaroo clear a path
in the bushes?
 He wanted to make a path
for Echidna to run on.
 He was afraid that he would
get lost in the bush.
 He knew that he would
jump faster on a path.
 He wanted to warm up
for the contest.
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LESSON 9
Read this story about the life of Sally Morgan.
Then answer questions about the story.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Sally Morgan
Sally Morgan always felt that she was different. Because
of the colour of her skin the other kids at school made fun
of her and asked where she was from. Her mother told
her to say she was from India.
Sally was the eldest of five children. Her father was sick
so her mother worked as a cleaner. Her grandmother,
Nan, lived with the family. They were very poor.
Sometimes they couldn’t even afford food.
When Sally was fifteen she found out that her family
wasn’t Indian. They were Aboriginal Australians. Sally
didn’t understand why her family would try and keep this
a secret. When she was older she found out that Nan had
been taken from her family when she was a kid, like many
Aboriginal Australians. Her family had often been treated
badly because they were Aboriginal. By pretending to be
Indian, they hoped to get away from this bad feeling.
But Sally wasn’t going to pretend any more. She found
out everything she could about her family and people.
As an adult Sally wrote a book about her family. It was a
story about being proud of who you were.
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 CONNECT IT 

1. The story tells about Sally
Morgan when she was
 a small child at school.
 a child, a teenager and
an adult.
 just a baby.
 not born yet.

4. Sally was proud of being
Aboriginal. How was her
mum different?
 She only pretended to be
Aboriginal.
 She pretended to not be
Aboriginal.
 She forgot she was
Aboriginal.
 She was actually Indian.

2. Sally’s mother told her to say
she was from
 Australia.
 Aboriginal Australia.
 India.
 her Nan.

5. In the story, the word made fun
of means
 “played games with”.
 “had a laugh with”.
 “helped”.
 “picked on”.

3. The other kids made fun of Sally
and asked where she was from
because of
 the colour of her skin.
 her funny accent.
 the fact they made fun of
everybody.
 Sally was always talking
about where she came from.

6. Why did Sally’s mother tell her
to say she was Indian?
 She had always wanted to
be Indian.
 She thought that Sally
might have been Indian.
 She thought it was safer
than people knowing she
was Aboriginal.
 She couldn’t remember
where they were from.
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