C

ASSESSING
LEVELS OF
COMPREHENSION

Multiple Choice Reading Questions

LESSON 2
Read this letter about a trip to see a big concert. Then answer questions about
the letter. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Concert
30 June, 2010

Dear Matthew,
Over the past week, my family and I have been visiting my
three cousins who live in Melbourne. Yesterday we went to Rod
Laver Arena to see a concert! I was excited because I had never
been to a big show like that before. I didn’t know what to expect.
Outside the stadium it was very crowded. Some people were
selling hot dogs and sausages. They smelled so great that I just
had to have one. Then we went inside. The building is a giant
circle and you have to walk around to find your door. I had never
seen so many people or so many doors before. Stands sold t-shirts
and other things. I wanted a Powderfinger t-shirt, but Dad said
they were too expensive.
We took our seats and waited for the show to begin. Loud
music boomed and people all talked at once. It was such a loud
noise! We were pretty far back, so the bands looked tiny. But the
fans were excited, and there was delight in the air. People clapped
the support band politely. But when the lights went out, everyone
cheered. Powderfinger took the stage. It was an amazing show.
People walked up and down the aisles getting drinks and food
from the stalls outside. Since it was hot with so many people, we
all had ice-cream.
I was so busy watching what was going on around me that I
almost forgot to watch the show. But Powderfinger were brilliant.
Yippee! All the fans went home happy. Even though I was happy,
my throat hurt from cheering so loudly. I’m hoping to go to
another big show soon.
Your friend,

Elena
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 FIND IT 

 CONNECT IT 

1. In the note, what did Elena and her
family go to see?
 a tennis match
 an orchestra
 a rock concert
 the ballet

4. What is the third paragraph
mostly about?
 the crowd outside the stadium
 waiting for the concert to begin
 the fans going home
 visiting three cousins in
Melbourne

2. When did they go to the game?
 yesterday
 last week
 last winter
 Saturday

5. Which of these happened last?
 Powderfinger took the stage.
 Loud music boomed.
 Elena waited for the show
to begin.
 The fans went home happy.

3. Why did Elena’s throat hurt?
 because she had a cold
 because ice-cream hurt it
 from cheering so loudly
 from the cold air

6. All the fans went home happy
because
 it was a short show.
 Powderfinger were brilliant.
 the sun came out.
 everyone ate ice-cream.
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LESSON 10
Read this story about the life of a girl named Margaret. Then answer
questions about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Life in December of 1932
People all over Australia have suffered many hardships for
the past three years. But things have not been too bad for my
family until this year. In September, I learned that school would
not open. The council did not have enough money to pay the
teachers. Then my father’s hours at the factory were reduced.
Then they were reduced even more. Then they were reduced a
third time. Today, my father’s boss told my father not to come
back to work. No one can afford to buy the company’s sewing
machines anymore. The factory
is closing.
If my father does not have a job,
we will not have any money. So all
of us will move in with my uncle
and his whole family until my father
can find another job. If he can find
another job. Millions of people are
out of work right now. It is hard to
find any kind of job.
I have become very good at
making do. I have mended and
mended and mended my clothes
until they look like giant rags. I have put cardboard in my shoes
because my shoes have holes in them. The cardboard keeps out
the cold and dirt—most of the time.
People call these times the Depression. It does seem like that.
It’s as if the entire country has hit a low point of hardship. Last
night for dinner we ate water sandwiches—bread soaked in hot
water and a little oil. I’m thankful, however, that we have enough
food. Many people are hungry. There are long lines at soup
kitchens and food pantries. At these places, people line up to get
a little free food.
Maybe next year will be better. I certainly hope so, and so
does everyone else.

28

© 2008 Hawker Brownlow Education
Assessing Levels of Comprehension – Multiple Choice Book C CA10445

 FIND IT 

 CONNECT IT 

1. In the story, the boss told Margaret’s
father
 that he had to work more hours.
 not to worry about his job.
 not to come back to work.
 that there were long lines
at soup kitchens.

4. Why did the boss tell Margaret’s
father not to come back to work?
 The factory was closing.
 No one used sewing machines
anymore.
 The council did not have enough
money to pay him.
 So he would learn how to
make do.

2. Why did Margaret put cardboard
in her shoes?
 because the cardboard made
Margaret feel taller
 because the shoes had holes in
them
 because she wanted to play sport
in the shoes
 because her shoes were too big

5. The boxes show some things that
happened in the story.

3. What did Margaret eat for dinner
last night?
 soup
 free food
 beans
 a water sandwich

6. In this story, the Depression is
 a time of hardship in the world.
 a time when people made a lot
of money.
 a low point in the ground.
 a time when people ate
strange food.

In
September,
Margaret’s
school did
not open.

Finally, her
father’s factory
closed.

Which of these belongs in the
empty box?
 In January, Margaret will move.
 Margaret hopes things will be
better next year.
 Then her father’s work hours
were reduced.
 Margaret lined up to get a little
free food.
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