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LESSON 9
Read this story about a girl who wants to play cricket with
her brothers. Then answer questions about the story.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Cricket Lessons
Elena stormed into the house and slammed
the door hard. For weeks she had been asking
her brothers to teach her how to play cricket.
They had said they would, but it never seemed
to be the right time. Today, when she had seen
them in the park playing cricket with their
friends, she had run over and asked to join the
game. John had replied, “Go away, little one.
This game is for expert players.” How dare
he call her little one! She was almost as tall as
Henry and just as strong.
Elena wandered into the kitchen, where her grandmother was
busy making pies for the evening meal. She plopped into a chair and
began complaining about the boys. “John and Henry won’t let me
play cricket with them and their friends. Nan, you have to make them
let me play.”
Nan looked up and said, “Elena, I didn’t know you could
play cricket.” Elena admitted she didn’t really know how, but she
wondered how she could learn unless someone showed her. “You’re
in luck,” smiled Nan. “I used to be quite the bowler in my day. After
I finish these pies, we’ll have a practice session in the backyard.”
For the next two weeks, Nan taught Elena everything she knew
about cricket, and that was a lot. Finally, she admitted that Elena was
getting quite good and sent her off to the park to find a game.
John and Henry were there with their friends. When Elena asked
to join the game, John again tried to send her away, but one of his
friends bowled Elena a long, high ball. Reaching up, she made
the catch easily. “Wow!” exclaimed John. “How did you learn to
catch like that?”
“Nan taught me,” she admitted, “and I can throw hard and run
fast too.”
“Well, if Nan taught you, you must be good. She taught Henry
and me too,” he laughed. “Welcome to the game.”
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LESSON 10
Read this biography of the famous Australian poet Banjo Paterson. Then answer
questions about the biography. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Banjo Paterson
Imagine writing a poem that every Australian knows! That’s what
Andrew Barton Paterson did. In fact he did it more than once.
Paterson was born in 1864 in Narambla, New South Wales. His
father was from Scotland but his mother had been born in Australia.
His mum was also related to someone who would later be the first
Australian Prime Minister, Edmund Barton. Paterson’s family lived
on an isolated cattle station until he was five years old. When his
uncle died the family moved to take over his farm. This was in Yass,
on the main route between Melbourne and Sydney. The young
Paterson loved seeing drovers and coaches. This was the start of his
love of horses.
Paterson was taught by a governess at home when he was very
young. But when he was old enough to ride a pony he was sent to a
bush school. In 1874 he was sent off to school in Sydney. He did
well and became a lawyer. It wasn’t until 1885 that Paterson began
to send off his poems to magazines like the Bulletin. He did this
under the penname of “The Banjo”. The name was taken from his
favourite horse.
In 1890 Banjo Paterson wrote one of his most famous poems.
This was “The Man From Snowy River”. In 1895 he had his first
book of poems published under the name “Banjo Paterson”. He was
now one of Australia’s most loved poets and only thirty years old.
Paterson will probably always be remembered for “Waltzing
Matilda”. This poem has nearly become Australia’s national anthem
several times.
Paterson went on to do many jobs while continuing with his
poetry. He was a journalist and an ambulance driver in World War I.
He died in 1941. His poems will continue to live on forever.
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 FIND IT 

 CONNECT IT 

1. Why did Paterson’s family come
to Yass?
 because Paterson wanted to see
more horses
 because their station was too
isolated
 because Paterson’s favourite
horse had run away
 because Paterson’s uncle had
died and his farm needed to be
looked after

4. The boxes show some events that
the biography tells about.

2. Who was Banjo Paterson’s mum
related to?
 Henry Lawson
 his father
 Edmund Barton
 Matilda

5. Why did Banjo Paterson pick the
name “Banjo” to write under?
 He always wanted to learn to play
the banjo.
 He didn’t like his own name.
 He wanted people to sing his
poems while playing the banjo.
 It was the name of a favourite
horse of his.

3. When did Banjo Paterson first start
sending off his poems?
 in 1941
 in 1885
 in 1890
 in 1864

6. What is the main idea of the fourth
paragraph?
 Banjo Paterson wrote “The
Man from Snowy River”.
 Paterson and his poems were
much loved.
 Paterson turned thirty years old.
 Paterson lived longer than
his uncle.

Banjo was
educated at
home by a
governess.

Banjo went
to school in
the city.

Which of these belongs in the
empty box?
 Banjo went to a bush school.
 Banjo wrote his first poem.
 Banjo saw his first horse.
 Banjo died.
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