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LESSON 3

Read this retelling of an Australian legend. Then answer questions 
about the legend. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Wombat’s Surprise

“Joey, where are you?” called Mother 
Kangaroo to her young son. “It can be 
dangerous out here, and I can’t find you. 
Where have you hopped off to now?” 
she worried aloud. Just then, Mother 
Kangaroo stumbled over Wombat, who 
could only be described as grizzled, with 
fur that from face to tail was shot through 
with streaks of grey.

“Watch where you’re going,” 
grumbled old Wombat. “You big animals 
never watch out for us small and furry 
creatures,” he complained. 

“I’m sorry,” apologised Mother 
Kangaroo. “It’s just that I can’t find my 
Joey, and I’m very worried. I must hurry 
and find him.”

“You almost knocked me over,” 
whined the feeble Wombat. “You should 
at least help me find some nice soft grass 
to eat,” he begged.

“Allright,” agreed the kindly Mother 
Kangaroo, “just hold onto my tail, and 
we’ll search for some good grass while I 
look for Joey.” Soon, Mother Kangaroo 
had old Wombat settled into a nice thick 
patch of grass. But she was still worried, 
and she was eager to be on her way to 
find her young son.

“Now I am thirsty and want a drink 
of water,” demanded Wombat. “Why 
don’t you take me over to the waterhole 
for a nice drink?”

Mother Kangaroo was anxious about 
Joey, but she wanted to be kind to 
Wombat. “Grab onto my tail again,” she 
sighed. When Wombat had a good grip, 
Mother Kangaroo hopped him toward the 

waterhole. Wombat, of course, grumbled 
and complained the whole way. But 
as they neared the waterhole, Mother 
Kangaroo was elated because she spotted 
Joey sleeping contentedly near the bank. 
In the next instant, however, she spotted 
three hunters carrying spears. “Jump 
off!” she called out to Wombat. Then 
she leaped to Joey and cried, “Jump on, 
Joey!” Mother Kangaroo hopped her son 
to safety. When she looked back toward 
the waterhole, she was surprised to see 
that Wombat had turned into Father of 
All Creatures. He joined the mother and 
son and explained that he had disguised 
himself as a grumpy old Wombat so that 
he could find out who was the kindest 
animal in the land.

“And the kindest animal is you, 
Mother Kangaroo. Even though you were 
worried and wanted to find your Joey, you 
took the time to help a grumpy wombat. 
Now I’m going to give you a special 
reward. Tie this pouch around your waist. 
Now you will always have a place to keep 
Joey so he won’t wander off, and he will 
have a place to hide when he is scared.”

That is why all 
kangaroos have pouches 
to keep their joeys safe. 
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�    FIND IT   � �    CONNECT IT   �

1.  Who was Mother Kangaroo calling to 
at the beginning of the legend?

� Wombat
� three hunters
� Joey 
� Father of All Creatures

4.  What did Wombat ask Mother Kangaroo 
to do first?

� look for Joey
� find some grass 
� get a drink of water
� tie the pouch around her waist

2.  Where did Mother Kangaroo spot 
Joey sleeping?

� on Mother Kangaroo’s tail
� near the bank of the waterhole 
� in a nice thick patch of grass
� in a pouch that old Wombat carried

5.  Why did Mother Kangaroo hop Wombat 
to the water hole?

� She wanted to be kind to him.
� She wanted to get rid of him.
� She didn’t know the way herself.
� She was thirsty.

3.  Why was Father of All Creatures 
disguised as a grumpy old Wombat?

� He was hiding from the hunters.
� He was looking for some nice grass 

to eat.
� He wanted to give Mother Kangaroo 

a safe pouch for Joey.
� He wanted to find out who was 

the kindest animal in the land. 

6.  What is the best meaning of the word 
grizzled in the legend?

� “being in disguise”
� “stepping on a small animal”
� “being a very feeble old animal”
� “having fur that is shot through 

with streaks of grey” 
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LESSON 4

Read this story that Louise’s grandma told about growing up in an 
old mining town. Then answer questions about the story. Choose the 
best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

What Happened to Walhalla?

“Did you really live here, Grandma?” asked Louise as the car rounded the 
steep curve of the mountain pass. Looking down, all they saw was what was left 
of the town. There were a few rickety, falling-down buildings, with cracked grey 
boards jumbled around them in untidy piles. The only thing left standing were 
the sturdy log walls of the old Johnson cabin, and even its roof had caved in long 
ago. Clearly nobody lived here any longer.

“Yes, this was my home when I was about your age. It was a lively and 
welcoming town called Walhalla back then,” replied Grandma. She pointed to an 
unusual structure tucked halfway up one of the steep hillsides. “That’s the old 
goldmine of Walhalla up there,” Grandma explained. “The mine was dug straight 
into the mountain from that opening.”

“All the families here had work that was somehow connected to the mine,” 
Grandma continued. “My father, your Great-Grandpa Walhalla, ran the dry goods 
shop. He sold overalls, shovels, lanterns and many other goods that the miners 
needed,” she remembered. “It may be surprising now, but there were plenty of 
children living here then, and we had fun. In the summer, we would hike up into 
the mountains to a waterfall. The water was cold and clear and kept us cool. In 
the winter, we loved sledding. We would ride a long toboggan, a kind of sled, 
over the sleek and slippery snow.”

“Our school was there, near the 
centre of town. There was only one 
room, but there were two teachers, 
Mrs Wiley and Mr Jervis. Twice every 
day, the ore train would clatter through 
town. It was extremely loud. The 
teachers actually had to shout to be 
heard. Mrs Wiley would say, ‘Quick 
jump on the train of knowledge!’ Mr 
Jervis would always say, ‘Oh, my train 
of thought just crashed’, ” Grandma 
recalled with a chuckle.

“When I was about 14, Louise, my parents moved us to the city so I could 
go to high school. Not long after that, the miners dug the last of the gold, and 
the mine closed down. One by one, people moved away from Walhalla. It became 
just another abandoned mining town. Some people call it a ghost town. But I 
think they mean that the ghosts are our pleasant memories of another time and a 
different kind of life,” Grandma concluded. 
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�    FIND IT   � �    CONNECT IT   �

1.  Which of these was found in the town 
of Walhalla?    

� a goldmine 
� a high school
� a supermarket
� a coal train

4.  Why were there cracked grey boards 
in untidy piles on the ground?

� Miners had put the boards there 
so they could build new homes.

� The children had carried the boards 
there from the mountains.

� The boards had fallen from 
the buildings as the buildings 
fell down.

� The boards had fallen off the ore 
train as it rumbled through town.

2.  What is the meaning of the word 
toboggan in the story?

� “a kind of waterfall”
� “a train for miners to ride”
� “a kind of sled” 
� “a school for young children”

5.  Why did the teachers need to shout 
in class?

� so the children would stop laughing
� so they would be heard over the 

noise of the ore trains 
� so they could be heard by the 

workers in the mine
� so they could jump on the train 

of knowledge

3.  What did children do for fun in the 
summer in Walhalla?

� hiked to a waterfall 
� rode a toboggan
� worked in the goldmine
� went to a one-room schoolhouse

6.  Which of these happened last?

� The ore trains clattered 
through Walhalla.

� Louise’s Great-Grandpa Walhalla 
opened a dry goods shop.

� Louise’s grandmother moved 
to the city.

� The goldmine closed down. 




