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LESSON 7
Read this story about a girl who lived in Australia in 1915. Then answer questions about
the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

A Day at the Sea
Eliza walked across the beach, enjoying the warmth of the sun on her face and
the people around her. Her family were set up on a large blanket, Mum and Dad
watching carefully as her younger sisters and her brother played. Eliza loved the
beach. She felt lucky to be able to come here on a hot summer day like this one
to enjoy the cool water and the shining sun. It had been a long time away from
her family this year at boarding school. Her sister Jasmine had asked to come to
the beach for her birthday while they were all together. Everyone was happy to
be there.
She felt the sand under her bare feet, warm and wet. Eliza’s bathers covered
everything from her neck to her ankles, and even had long sleeves to cover her
arms. With so much fabric covering you even here, and on such a hot day, it was
important to feel the sun on your face and enjoy just being barefoot.
Eliza sat down next to her parents and watched her brother floating near
the shore. Mum wore exactly the same bathers as she did. It wouldn’t do to
show your arms or legs while playing in the sand. Bathers for men were a bit less
restrictive. Dad’s bathers just came down to his knees, and he didn’t have to put
up with long sleeves.
But Eliza was grateful that she lived in a time where bathers were sensible.
Her mother had told her that when she was a girl in England women used to get
changed into their bathers in bathing boxes, which were then lowered into the
water so that no one could see them getting wet. Back then some bathers even
had weights in them so they wouldn’t float up in the water.
Of course, Eliza also knew that until 1905, ten years earlier, it had been illegal
to swim at the beaches in Australia because of fears about modesty. Eliza went
down to the water, the sand growing colder. She didn’t know how to swim, but
it was fun to float on your back if you didn’t go out too far. Eliza’s bathers were
made of flannel, and got much heavier when they were wet.
She lay on her back near her sisters and stared up at the sun, feeling the water
move around her. This was quiet and relaxing until someone stopped her in her
tracks. Eliza laughed and splashed her brother when he swam up and started
tickling her feet. Her sisters laughed too, as they bobbed up and down with the
waves. Eliza smiled. She was glad that people could now enjoy the lovely beaches
Australia had to offer without worrying about rules. She splashed her brother.
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 FIND IT 

 CONNECT IT 

1.

Why were Eliza and her family at the
beach?
 Her sister Jasmine had wanted to go
there for her birthday.
 Eliza wanted to try out her new
bathers.
 They were celebrating the law
changing.
 Her father was a lifeguard.

4.

Which of these events happened first?
 Eliza walked across the sand to her
family.
 Eliza floated in the water with her
sisters.
 Eliza’s brother tickled her feet.
 Eliza sat down next to her parents
and watched the waves

2.

People couldn’t swim at the beach in
Australia until 1905 because

5.

How were bathers in 1915 different
from the bathers Eliza’s mother wore in
England when she was a girl?
 They had much larger weights.
 They didn’t have weights on them.
 They had to be put on in bathing
boxes that were then dropped into
the water.
 They didn’t cover your feet.

6.

Which is the best summary of the
ending of the story?
 Eliza enjoyed the water and was glad
she lived in a time where people
could enjoy the beach.
 Eliza didn’t need to swim because
she could float very well.
 Eliza was ticklish.
 Eliza had sisters as well as a brother

 bathing boxes hadn’t been invented
yet.
 there was a law against it.
 the sand was too hot.
 the beaches hadn’t been built yet

3.
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Eliza’s old-fashioned bathers covered
everything except
 her feet.
 her hands.
 her hands, feet and face.
 her eyes.
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LESSON 8
Read Natalie’s account of being in a school play. Then answer questions about the
autobiography. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Play’s the Thing
I knew it was going to be very different going to school in Hobart after
moving from Melbourne, but that actually wasn’t a big deal. What I found
different was something else. It happened in my new drama class.
I’d always liked drama. I’d been in school productions before, and always had
fun. Sometimes I’d even got big roles that brought the house down. I’d never
been in any Shakespeare plays, and when I discovered that my new school was
doing “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” this year, I jumped at the chance. I didn’t
even find out what it was about before I signed up for the auditions.
When I did go and read the play I was in for a surprise. Well, what I really
mean is when I tried to read the play. Shakespeare is famous for being this great
writer or something, but he doesn’t even make sense. The play is written in some
kind of really old English that might as well be another language. I read it and
by the end I still had no idea what was going on. First I tried to read the play
and then I asked my English teacher to explain it to me. By the end of that I was
even more confused. Then I watched a movie of it, and had no idea what was
going on. For a start everyone was talking this odd language, but they were also
growing donkey’s heads and putting poison on people’s eyes. That and there were
fairies everywhere. It freaked me out!
All the plays I’d been in had straightforward plots and characters that spoke
English properly. They had action and great lines. Now I found that I was
someone called Puck, who is some kind of goblin. Actually he’s a hobgoblin,
whatever that is. When we did “The Wizard of Oz” I was the Wicked Witch, and
even though there was more than one witch in the play I always knew who I was.
To make things more complicated, Puck has about five different names. I never
know whether people are talking to me or someone else.
Then opening night came around. I’d memorised all my lines, of course, but
what were they actually about? The costume was itchy, too. When it came to my
turn to go on, I swallowed hard. The bright stage lights blinded me as I stuttered,
“How now, spirit! Whither wander you?” I still don’t know what a hobgoblin is
or what that line actually meant, but I did get a good round of applause at the
end. Maybe Shakespeare wasn’t a complete idiot after all.
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 CONNECT IT 

1.

Before going to school in Hobart,
Natalie went to school in
 England.
 Midsummer.
 Melbourne.
 Oz.

4.

Which of these events happened first?
 Natalie watched the movie version
of the play.
 Natalie asked her English teacher to
explain the play to her.
 Natalie was in the play.
 Natalie tried to read the play.

2.

Natalie read the play
 before starting at her new school.
 after she signed up for the auditions.
 on the opening night.
 after she’d been in it.

5.

The web lists things Natalie liked about
the plays she had been in before.

straightforward
plots
Natalie’s
plays
characters that
speak English

Action

Which of these belongs in the
empty box?
 donkey’s heads
 great lines
 fairies everywhere
 putting poison in people’s eyes

3.

Natalie signed up for the play because
 she really loved Shakespeare.
 she wanted to do something she
didn’t understand.
 all her friends were doing it.
 she had been in drama productions
before and liked them.

6.

How was Natalie’s role in “The Wizard
of Oz” different from the one she had in
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”?
 the character only had one name
 she couldn’t understand what it
was about
 she never knew who she was on stage
 she didn’t have to wear an itchy
costume
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