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FOR THE TEACHER

What is Building Levels of 
Comprehension?

Building Levels of Comprehension is a reading 
series that provides instruction and practice in 
understanding and answering reading questions at 
four levels of comprehension. In this series, the 
levels of comprehension relate, in a general way, 
to levels of thinking, or thinking processes, that 
are used to attain answer information ranging from 
the literal to the abstract. 

The levels of comprehension, or thinking, are 
presented in a supportive and nonthreatening 
manner and are couched in a familiar context. 
Through Building Levels of Comprehension, 
students gain confidence in their ability to answer 
questions at the four levels of comprehension and 
therefore to answer questions on tests that might 
previously have stopped them cold. This experience 
strengthens their skills and leads to reading success 
and mastery.

All students have to take tests.

All tests have questions with answers that range 
from the literal to the abstract. Building Levels of 
Comprehension helps students meet the challenge.

The eight-book program is designed for students in 
years 1–8. The reading passages in each student 
book feature a variety of genres, and many include 
information related to curriculum content areas 
such as social studies and science. The passages 
cover the reading levels listed below for each book.

Book Reading Level
Book A 1.0–1.9
Book B 2.0–2.9
Book C 3.0–3.9
Book D 4.0–4.9
Book E 5.0–5.9
Book F 6.0–6.9
Book G 7.0–7.9
Book H 8.0–8.9

In Building Levels of Comprehension, students get 
practice in understanding and answering reading 
questions at four levels of comprehension. In this 
series, the four levels are called:

• Level One, FIND IT

• Level Two, CONNECT IT

• Level Three, ADD TO IT

• Level Four, GO BEYOND IT

What are the four levels of 
comprehension in Building Levels of 
Comprehension?

The four levels of comprehension in the series 
represent four levels of understanding, which relate 
in a general and simplified way to cognitive processes 
or levels of thinking that range from the concrete 
and literal to the more abstract and critical.

Levels of Comprehension

Level One: FIND IT 

 The answer is clearly stated all in one place, in 
one sentence or two sentences together in the 
reading passage. There may be clue words. 
Students can find the answer clearly stated in 
one place in the passage text.

Level Two: CONNECT IT 
 The answer is in the text, but it is not located 

all in one place. And there probably aren’t clue 
words. Students find pieces of information that 
they can put together to answer the question.

Level Three: ADD TO IT 

 The answer is not directly stated in the text, but 
it is hinted at (implied). Students use clues, 
along with their prior knowledge, to figure out 
the answer. 

Level Four: GO BEYOND IT 
 The answer is not directly stated or indirectly 

stated in the text, but the answer is based on or 
supported by information in the text. Students 
apply prior knowledge to information in the 
text to come up with an answer that goes 
beyond what is in the text. 
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How do the levels of comprehension relate to cognitive frameworks, 
such as Bloom’s taxonomy and Marzano’s framework? 

The levels of comprehension relate in a general (simplified and more accessible) way 
to the cognitive processes described in various cognitive frameworks.

The chart that follows shows the general correlations between the levels of comprehension 
and the levels of cognition described by Benjamin Bloom and by Robert Marzano.

Bloom Level(s) of Comprehension
1. Knowledge FI

2. Comprehension FI, CI

3. Application ATI

4. Analysis ATI

5. Synthesis ATI, GBI

6. Evaluation GBI

Marzano (as adapted by North Carolina) Level(s) of Comprehension
1. Knowledge (focusing, information gathering, remembering) FI, CI

2. Organising CI

3. (Applying) CI, ATI

4. Analysing CI, ATI

5. Generating ATI, GBI

6. Integrating ATI, GBI

7. Evaluating GBI

Key 
FI =  FIND IT
CI =  CONNECT IT
ATI =  ADD TO IT
GBI =  GO BEYOND IT

The chart on the next page gives more information about the levels of comprehension, with student 
and teacher information for each level.
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RESEARCH SUMMARY

The following is a summary of the research upon 
which the series Building Levels of Comprehension 
is based.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction to Building Levels of Comprehension
What Are Levels of Comprehension?
Why Are Levels of Comprehension Important to 

Today’s Reading Classrooms?
Why Does Building Levels of Comprehension 

Present Questions in Two Formats—Multiple 
Choice and Short Response?

Summary
Appendix: Research-based Strategies and Features 

in Building Levels of Comprehension

INTRODUCTION TO BUILDING LEVELS 
OF COMPREHENSION

Building Levels of Comprehension is the 
instructional portion of a reading comprehension 
series that features both 
diagnosis and instruction. 
Building Levels of 
Comprehension provides 
teachers with an instructional 
tool to help build and 
strengthen each student’s 
ability to answer questions at 
four levels of comprehension,  
which range from the literal to the abstract. 

Building Levels of Comprehension features 
comprehension questions in two formats, both of 
which are typically found on standardised tests. 
The short response format is a clear test of a 
student’s level of comprehension. A short response 
question elicits a thinking process which stimulates 
the student to construct the correct response to a 
comprehension question. 

Building Levels of Comprehension is grounded in 
thinking skills research. Through this instructional 
tool, students will build their proficiency with 
answering questions at each level of comprehension. 

“The ability to think, to learn, and to make 
decisions will no longer be the prerogative and the 
privilege of the few. They will become the 
responsibility and the opportunity of the many 
people whose earlier counterparts worked in 
so-called low-skilled occupations. In this sense, 
literacy will evolve to include proficiency in 
comprehension.  . . . Literacy will mean far more 
than the basic skills of beginning reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. It will include the skills of 
comprehension and thinking” (Wittrock, 1991).

WHAT ARE LEVELS OF 

COMPREHENSION?

The phrase “levels of comprehension” refers to 
the thinking processes that are elicited to arrive 
at answers to reading comprehension questions. 

Many researchers have studied 
how the use of various levels 
of cognition affect reading 
comprehension, but the most 
well-known research may be 
found in Benjamin Bloom’s 
Taxonomy of Educational 
Objectives and Robert 
Marzano’s Designing a New 
Taxonomy of Educational 

Objectives. These two taxonomies demonstrate a 
hierarchical order of thinking skills that students 
should master in order to guarantee that learning 
is deep and solid. The levels of comprehension 
in Building Levels of Comprehension relate in 
a general and simplified way to the levels of 
cognition in both taxonomies.

A Brief Discussion of Bloom’s Taxonomy of 
Educational Objectives

Krathwohl (2002) provides a concise overview 
of Bloom’s taxonomy. “Bloom’s taxonomy is a 
framework for classifying statements of what we 
expect or intend students to learn as a result of 
instruction. The framework was conceived as a 

Reading is thinking 
cued by written 

language.
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Correct answer choices are provided for each 
multiple choice question. Sample answers are 
provided for each short response question.

The reading strategy associated with each question 
is listed in parentheses next to the answer or 
sample answer. A key to the abbreviations for the 
reading strategies is below.

Key

Reading Strategies
Det = Recalling Details

Voc = Finding Vocabulary Meaning in Context

C/C = Comparing and Contrasting

Seq = Understanding Sequence

C/E = Recognising Cause and Effect

M/I = Finding Main Idea

Sum = Summarising 

F/L = Interpreting Figurative Language

F/O = Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion

M/P = Making Predictions

C/I = Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

R/M = Distinguishing Between Real 

          and Make-believe

A/P = Identifying Author’s Purpose

T/F = Identifying Text Features

Res = Understanding Resources

Lit = Recognising Literary Elements and Features

Cor = Making Correspondences

Opn = Giving Your Own Opinion

Level One FIND IT

Modelled Instruction, page 5: Hippo saw a turtle 
when he got to the other side of the pond. (Det)

Talk About It: You look for one sentence or 
two sentences together that tell you the answer. 

Guided Instruction (Multiple Choice), page 7: C (Voc)

Guided Instruction (Short Response), page 7: Glow 
means “light up”. (Voc)

PART ONE: MULTIPLE CHOICE

Modelled Practice, page 8: C (Det)

Guided Practice, page 9: C (Det)

Explain It: I looked for the part of the story where 
Bill’s mum covered something with paper. I kept 
reading and I found the sentence that answered 
the question.

It is: “Big blocks of ice were under the paper!”

Independent Practice, page 11:

1. C (Det)

2. A (Det)

3. B (C/C)

4. C (Det)

5. A (Seq)

6. B (Seq)

PART TWO: SHORT RESPONSE

Modelled Practice, page 12: Ms Rop does not like 
turtles and mice. (Det)

Guided Practice, page 13: Spines means the same 
as “short sticks with sharp points”. (Voc) 

Explain It: I looked for the word spines. Then I 
read words around it. The words just after spines 
are “short sticks with sharp points”. That’s how I 
found the meaning of the word spines.

ANSWER KEY




