BUILDING
LEVELS OF
H

COMPREHENSION

Multiple Choice and Short Response
Reading Questions

For the Student
Every day, you answer questions in class and on tests. Some questions may
seem easy, and some questions may seem difﬁcult. What do you do when a
question is difﬁcult to answer? Do you skip the question? Or do you think about
it in a different way?
In this book, you will learn how to understand and answer reading questions.
You will practise answering questions at four levels of comprehension. The four
levels are described below.



FIND IT Sometimes you can find the answer to a question all in one
place in the passage. One sentence or two sentences together have all the
information that you need. You find the sentence or sentences, and you
answer the question.

 CONNECT IT Sometimes you can find pieces of information in the
passage to answer a question. The pieces may not all be in the same place.
You find the pieces, and you put them together to answer the question.


ADD TO IT Sometimes you can use clues or other details to figure
out information that is not directly stated in the passage. You find the clues,
add what you already know and figure out the answer to the question.



GO BEYOND IT Sometimes the answer is not in the passage at all.
But it is based on the passage. You think about what you have read. You
apply what you already know. You put it all together and come up with the
answer to the question.
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Guided Practice
Read this story. Then read the short
response question and how to answer it.

Lyrebird Serenade
What intrigued
Quentin most about
birds were their sounds.
So when he discovered
that a lyrebird lived in
the bushland nearly, he
was thrilled. Of all the
birds he knew, the
lyrebird was the most
versatile mimic.
But Quentin’s lyrebird was an even
more impressive mimic than most—a
fact that prevented Quentin from
getting much sleep. The bird started
singing after midnight and continued
until dawn. Some of its sound sequences
copied the calls of other birds, while
others resembled the croaks of frogs,
the chirps of crickets or even the
workings of machines. One night,
Quentin decided he would record the
lyrebird’s serenade as data for a science
project. By dawn, he had captured 52
distinct lyrebird songs—each one
repeated three or more times in a row.

What would you have done in
Quentin’s situation?

GO BEYOND IT
Understand the QUESTION
■ What does the question ask about?
It asks about Quentin’s situation.
■ What does the question ask you to do?
It asks you to tell what you would have
done in Quentin’s situation. You will
give your opinion.

Figure Out the ANSWER

 GO BEYOND IT
■ Think about the answer. Think about
what you read in the story.
Look for information in the story about
Quentin’s situation.
What did Quentin do? How did he
react to the lyrebird? How would you
react if a lyrebird were serenading and
keeping you awake at night? Would you
try to drive the bird away? Would you
ﬁnd a way to keep from hearing the
sounds that were keeping you awake?
Would you decide to record the bird’s
songs, like Quentin did?
Apply what you think to what you read
and then answer the question. The
answer will be your opinion.
■ Answer the question. This is a short
response question. Write the answer on
the lines.

Explain It
Explain to a partner how you ﬁgured out
the answer. Be speciﬁc. What did you
already know? How did you apply it to
the information in the passage to come up
with the answer?
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Independent Practice

GO BEYOND IT

Read this magazine article about vocabulary mistakes. Then answer
short response questions about the article. Write the answer for
Numbers 1 to 6.
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Have you ever heard someone use a word or phrase that sounds sort of
right but—on second thought—makes no sense? Some people, like the
character Mrs Malaprop in the play called The Rivals, by Richard
Sheridan, do this all the time without meaning to. When the play was ﬁrst
performed in England in 1775, audiences laughed so hard that they
coined a word in Mrs Malaprop’s honour: malapropism. It means “a
humorously unintentional, incorrect use of a word or phrase”.
Mrs Malaprop exclaims, “He is the very pineapple of politeness!” She
declares, “I have . . . laid Sir Anthony’s preposition before her.” She adds,
“He can tell you the perpendiculars.” She says pineapple when she means
pinnacle. She says preposition when she means proposition. She says
perpendiculars when she means particulars.
Some vocabulary mistakes, like those of Mrs Malaprop, result from
confusing, or not knowing or remembering, the correct deﬁnitions of
words. But another kind of vocabulary mistake—also a type of
malapropism—results from repeating something heard but not
understood. It’s called a mondegreen.
The term mondegreen was coined by the writer Sylvia Wright in 1954.
In a magazine article, she explained that as a child she had heard an old
Scottish ballad called “The Bonny Earl of Murray”. The last two lines of
the ﬁrst verse she had understood as, “They had slain the Earl of Murray,
/ And Lady Mondegreen.” It was only years later that Wright discovered
the real lines were: “They hae [have] slain the Earl of Murray, / And hae
[have] laid him on the green.” There was no Lady Mondegreen in the
poem: without realising it, Wright had invented her to replace words she
didn’t understand!
Of course, Sylvia Wright wasn’t the only person to use mondegreens.
One child who doesn’t know the words to the national anthem recites one
line as “our hands are dirty sea”. Another child thinks the ﬁrst line of
Waltzing Matilda is something like “once a rolly sandman came on a billy
gong”. People of all ages and backgrounds incorrectly quote words and
phrases they don’t understand—making up words, when necessary. It just
goes to show how inventive our brains try to be.
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FINAL REVIEW 4: MULTIPLE CHOICE
AND SHORT RESPONSE
Read this informational article about a famous inventor. Then answer questions about the article.
Numbers 1 to 6 are multiple choice questions. Choose the best answer
Numbers 7 to 12 are short response questions. Write the answer.

Nikola Tesla
In Australia today many of us have never heard
of Nikola Tesla. But the things he invented, and
things made possible by his inventions, are all
around us. Tesla was a man ahead of his time. In
some ways we still don’t understand him today. But
he has often been called “the man who invented the
twentieth century”.
Early Life
Nikola Tesla was born in Croatia in 1856.
According to one story, he was born during an
electrical storm. His education was interesting – in some things he was quite
advanced, but his university studies of electrical engineering were broken up
by him often deciding not to go to classes. He never ﬁnished a degree. The
most important part of Tesla’s education he did himself. He would read as
many books as he could about the subjects he was interested in. Tesla had a
photographic memory – he could remember entire books, word for word.
This is an amazing skill to have, and it’s one he put to use many times in his
life. When working on a new invention, he would often think the entire thing
out in his head beforehand. Only then, once he had it ﬁnished, would he
move on to making it in the real world.
Inventions
While working for a telegraph company, Tesla invented something that
might have been the ﬁrst loudspeaker. In 1882, he came up with an entirely
new type of electric motor. He was only 26 years old.
Next, Tesla travelled to see Thomas Edison. He arrived with only a letter
of recommendation from his last boss to Edison. It simply said: “I know two
great men and you are one of them; the other is this young man.”
Edison hired Tesla. He started with simple electrical engineering and
moved up to solving the company’s biggest problems. Edison recognised
Tesla’s genius very quickly. Unfortunately he didn’t treat him well. Edison
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had promised Tesla a million dollars if he took on the very difﬁcult task of
redesigning the company’s motors and generators. When Tesla did this, and
did it so well that the company actually had new inventions he’d come up with
during the work, Edison refused to pay him what he’d promised. “Tesla, you
don’t understand our American humour,” he said.
Difﬁcult Times
Tesla’s salary at the Edison Company meant that he’d have to work for
ﬁ fty-three years to earn the same amount. When he was refused a small raise,
he left the Edison Company. He had no money, and supported himself for a
while by digging ditches. The company he happened to be digging for turned
out to be Edison’s.
For a few years, Tesla struggled to live and get people to listen to his
ideas. But during this time, he came up with new motors, the famous electric
Tesla coil and the idea of power that could be transferred without wires. He
was giving displays of this amazing invention as early as 1891. He also
started looking into a completely new area of science – what would later be
called X-rays.
Tesla’s inventions during this time included a machine for bringing on
sleep, and what was really the ﬁrst radio transmitter. Like Antonio Meucci,
who invented the telephone but usually gets stepped over for Alexander
Graham Bell, it could be said that Tesla really invented the ﬁrst radio.
The War of the Currents
One of the most important periods of Tesla’s, life, though, is what is
remembered as the “War of the Currents”. It brought him up against his old
enemy Thomas Edison. Both Edison and Tesla believed that their form of
producing electricity was the best. Edison was behind DC, or Direct Current,
while Tesla was all for Alternating Current. AC was more efﬁcient, but Edison
liked to make out that it was unsafe. It was common for Edison to travel
around doing demonstrations of the “dangers” of AC power. These usually
meant electrocuting animals. The biggest one of these demonstrations was
when Edison killed an elephant. But in the end, AC power won out once
people realised the beneﬁts.
What Next?
Tesla was only forty years old, and he’d already come up with many more
inventions than most inventors had in a lifetime. He was far from ﬁnished. In
Tesla’s long life, he would come up with many, many more inventions. The
proof of his amazing imagination is all around us today. In fact, it’s probably
true that Tesla is more important in the twenty-ﬁrst century than he was when
he was alive!
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