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LESSON 10
Read this biography of the entertainer Smoky Dawson. Then answer questions
about the biography. Write the answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

smoky dawson
Smoky Dawson was Australia’s first cowboy. He was
a radio and country music star famous all over the world.
Herbert Henry Dawson was born in Collingwood in
Victoria in 1913. He grew up in Warrnambool in country
Victoria. Smoky’s childhood was not a happy one. His mother
died when he was very young, leaving him with his father.
Unfortunately Smoky’s father was violent and unstable. The boy lived
in an orphanage for many years. It was at this time that Smoky began
using music to make himself feel better. It wasn’t long before he
realised he could use it to make others feel better as well. During the
Second World War he served in the Australian Entertainment Unit,
brightening the lives of thousands of Australian troops.
When Smoky returned from the war in 1944 he married Florence
“Dot” Cheers. They travelled to the United States to perform at
Nashville, the home of country music, and Smoky became a hit on
the famous radio show the Grand Ole Opry. When he returned to
Australia in 1952 he started his own radio show. The Adventures of
Smoky Dawson made Smoky Dawson a household name. It ran for
ten years. At the peak of its popularity it was broadcast on 69 radio
stations all around Australia.
The show was popular because it was so exciting. Each week it
featured the adventures of Smoky and his wonder horse, Flash. All
the stories were set in the outback, making Smoky a very Australian
cowboy hero. Children loved Smoky and lived by his “code of the
west” in their own lives, as well.
Smoky’s recording career covered six decades. His last album
came out in 2005. This made Smoky the oldest recording artist in the
world. Smoky died in February 2008. But it is unlikely he will ever
be forgotten. For one thing, he lives on whenever his music is played.
Smoky Dawson is still the biggest star in Australian music ever.
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 FIND IT 
1. Why did Smoky Dawson spend time in an orphanage?

2. Who did Smoky Dawson marry?

3. When did Smoky Dawson die?
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 CONNECT IT 
4. The boxes show some important
moments in Smoky Dawson’s
career. Write a sentence that
belongs in the empty box.

Smoky
Dawson
entertained
the troops in
World War II.

Smoky
Dawson
started his
own radio
show.

5. What caused Smoky Dawson to become a big star in Australia?

6. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph of the biography?
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