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LESSON 4
Read this historical fiction story about the artist Pablo Picasso when he was young. 
Then answer questions about the story. Write the answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Picasso’s First Painting

“Pablo, come quick. The bullfighters 
are coming down the street on their way 
to the arena,” called out Pablo’s friend, 
Manolo.

It was a glorious day in Spain. The sun 
was shining yellow along the whitewashed 
walls of the village. A neighbour in a blue 
cap was driving his goats along the dusty 
street. Women wearing long black dresses 
and red netted scarves around their heads 
were shopping in the bright outdoor 

market. Everything in sight inspired a young artist to do his best.
Young Pablo was about to start work on his first oil painting. Though he was 

only eight years old, his father had been giving him art lessons since he was seven. 
Pablo admired his father and hoped his father would approve of his painting. His 
father himself was a painter and art teacher. What could Pablo paint that would 
make his father proud?

Pablo was about to tell Manolo that he was too busy painting and had no 
time for bullfighters. Then he looked up and saw a bullfighter dressed in yellow 
and red, riding a brown horse. This would make a wonderful painting. Quickly, 
Pablo began to sketch the horse and rider. First, he used a pencil to sketch the 
bullfighter on his horse. Then he placed his paints on the palette the way his 
father had showed him. The palette was a board full of colourful paint from 
which the artist could choose. Pablo dipped his brush in yellow and painted the 
bullfighter’s jacket and pants. Then he chose red to paint the bullfighter’s shirt.

The young artist painted quickly, and soon he had completed a lively painting. 
That evening, Pablo was a little nervous as he waited for his father to finish eating. 
After dinner would be the best time to reveal the painting he had done. Finally, 
Pablo got up the nerve to show his father the artwork. In a serious manner, he 
handed his father the painting.

Pablo’s father examined the painting silently for a long moment. “What a 
colourful painting,” his father said. “I think you will someday be a great painter,” 
he predicted. “Probably even better than me.”

With his father’s support and training, Pablo knew he could become a great 
artist. He had passed this test with flying colours, now he just had to show the 
world.
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LESSON 4 3

�    FIND IT   �

1.  According to the story, in what country did Pablo live? 

2.  What is the meaning of the word palette in the story?

3.  In the story, who gave Pablo lessons in art? 
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LESSON 4 3

�    CONNECT IT   �

4.  In the story, what about the streets and the market inspired Pablo to paint? 

5.  At first, Pablo was busy painting and had no time for bullfighters. Why did 
he change his mind? 

6.  What did Pablo do next after he placed the paints on the palette? 




