TEACHER GUIDE

CARS Series

AA

COMPREHENSIVE
ASSESSMENT OF
READING
STRATEGIES

□ USES READING STRATEGIES TO INCREASE COMPREHENSION
□ IDENTIFIES LEVEL OF MASTERY FOR 6 READING STRATEGIES
□ PROVIDES PRACTICE WITH SELF-ASSESSMENT AND GOAL-SETTING

© 2008 Hawker Brownlow Education

i

CARS Series AA Teacher Guide CA110219

TABLE

OF

CONTENTS

For the Teacher ......................................................................................................1
Guided Lessons for CARS Series, Book AA ...........................................................7
Research Summary...............................................................................................17
Resources
Understanding the Strategies ..........................................................................19
Teacher Assessment 1 .....................................................................................22
Teacher Assessment 2 .....................................................................................23
Teacher Assessment 3 .....................................................................................24
Teacher Assessment 4 .....................................................................................25
Teacher Assessment 5 .....................................................................................26
Class Performance Chart.................................................................................27
Answer Key ..........................................................................................................28
Hawker Brownlow Education 5-Step Reading Program ...................................29
Author
Deborah Adcock is a developer of curriculum materials
in reading, language and mathematics.
Editor
Robert Forest Ed.D. is a developer of curriculum materials
in reading, language and mathematics.
Republished in Australia by

P.O. Box 580, Moorabbin, Victoria 3189, Australia
Phone: (03) 8558 2444 Fax: (03) 8558 2400
Toll Free Ph: 1800 334 603 Fax: 1800 150 445
Website: www.hbe.com.au
Email: orders@hbe.com.au
Code: CA110219
ISBN: 1 74170 806 0
0908
© 2008 Hawker Brownlow Education
The classroom teacher may reproduce copies of materials in this book for classroom use only. The reproduction of
any part for an entire school system is strictly prohibited. No part of this publication may be transmitted, stored, or
recorded in any form without written permission from the publisher. All rights reserved.
Printed in Australia
Originally published in 2008 by Curriculum Associates, Inc

© 2008 Curriculum Associates, Inc

FOR

THE TEACHER
Each student book in the CARS Series contains
ten lessons, which include reading activities
involving a variety of literary genres. Following
each reading passage are 12 selected-response
questions (8 selected-response questions in Book A
and 6 selected-response questions in Book P and
Book AA). Each question focuses on a specific
reading strategy.

What is the Hawker Brownlow
5-Step Reading Program?
The first tier of the program is Comprehensive
Assessment of Reading Strategies, a diagnostic
reading series that allows you to identify and
assess a student’s level of mastery for each of
12 reading strategies (8 strategies in Book A
and 6 strategies in Book P and Book AA). The
second tier is Strategies to Achieve Reading
Success which provides remediation for strategies
in Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies. Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies II, the fifth tier of the program, is for
use after students have been diagnosed with
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies
and have been instructed with Strategies to Achieve
Reading Success.

In Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies, Book P and Book AA, students
practise the following 6 reading strategies:
• Finding Main Idea
• Finding Details
• Putting Ideas in Order
• Understanding What Happens and Why
• Making a Guess
• Figuring Things Out
What is in the student book?

How do reading strategies differ from
reading skills?

Each student book contains
• ten lessons; each lesson provides a reading activity
and 12 selected-response questions (8 selectedresponse questions in Book A and 6 selectedresponse questions in Book P and Book AA).
• three self-assessment forms for students; students
complete Self-assessment 1 after Lessons 1–5 and
Self-assessment 2 after Lessons 6–10; if students
work on Lessons 1–10 without a break after
Lesson 5, they only complete Self-assessment 3.

According to Regie Routman (2000), strategies
are the thinking, problem-solving processes that
the learner deliberately initiates, incorporates
and applies to construct meaning. At this point,
the reading strategies become instinctively
incorporated into one’s reading. According to
Afflerbach et al. (2008), when a reading strategy
becomes effortless and automatic, the strategy has
become a skill. Reading skills operate without the
reader’s deliberate control or conscious awareness.

What is in the teacher guide for Book P and
Book AA?

What is Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies (CARS Series)?

Each teacher guide contains
• detailed suggestions and guided instructions
for using Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies effectively in the classroom.
• the Research Summary that supports the
CARS Series.
• Understanding the Strategies, a three-page
resource for teacher use as a skill-review
summary. With teacher help, it can also be
used with students to reinforce the strategies
practised in the student book.
• five teacher assessments.
• a Class Performance Chart for recording
class results.
• a completed Answer Key.

Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies
is a diagnostic reading series that gives students
practice and self-assessment in 12 reading
strategies (8 strategies in Book A and 6 strategies
in Book P and Book AA). Comprehensive
Assessment of Reading Strategies allows you to
identify and assess a student’s level of mastery for
each of 12 reading strategies (8 strategies in Book
A and 6 strategies in Book P and Book AA). This
ten-level program is designed for students in years
prep to 8. Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies is designed to help teachers place
students in Strategies to Achieve Reading Success
for reading help and instruction.
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GUIDED LESSONS

FOR

CARS SERIES, BOOK AA

LESSON ONE

SAY: Put your finger on the number 2. Follow
along as I read aloud the question and the
answer choices:

(Student Book pages 2 and 3)
Before beginning, be sure each student has a
student book open to page 2. In this lesson,
students look at a picture and then answer six
strategy questions about the picture:

2. Which of these is already in Liz’s
suitcase?
A toys
B clothes
C books
Circle the letter of the correct answer.
Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.
SAY: Put your finger on the number 3. Follow
along as I read aloud the question and
the answer choices:
3. What will Liz pack next?
A a doll
B a hat
C a bear
Circle the letter of the correct answer.
Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.
SAY: Put your finger on the number 4. Follow
along as I read aloud the question and
the answer choices:

SAY: Put your finger at the top of the page
next to the directions. Follow along as I
read the directions aloud:

4. Which of these will not fit in Liz’s
suitcase?
A the books
B the swimming goggles
C the swimming toy

Look at this picture of Liz. Then answer
questions about the picture. Choose the
best answer for Numbers 1 to 6.

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

Study the picture. Then wait for me to
tell you what to do next.

Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.
SAY: Put your finger on the number 5. Follow
along as I read aloud the question and
the answer choices:

Pause to allow students time to study the picture.
SAY: Turn the page. Put your finger on the
number 1. Follow along as I read aloud
the question and the answer choices:

5. You can guess that Liz is
A going camping.
B going on a trip.
C getting ready for bed.

1. What is the picture mostly about?
A a girl packing a suitcase
B a girl playing with her toys
C a girl getting ready to read

Circle the letter of the correct answer.
Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.

Circle the letter of the correct answer.
Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.
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TEACHER ASSESSMENT 1
Complete this page after the student has completed five lessons.
□ Lessons 1–5 □ Lessons 6–10
Please check the appropriate box.
Student’s Name: _____________________________________ Date: ________________________
Teacher’s Name: _____________________________________

Assessing the Strategies
Students answer a question about each strategy once in each lesson, or a total of five
times. Use the student’s completed Answer Form to fill in the chart below. First, record
the total number of correct responses for each strategy. Then record the percentage of
correct responses for each strategy.
Number of
Correct Responses

Strategy

Per cent
Correct

Finding Main Idea

(MI)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Finding Details

(FD)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Putting Ideas in Order

(PO)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Understanding What Happens and Why

(WW)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Making a Guess

(MG)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Figuring Things Out

(FO)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %
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