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What is the Hawker Brownlow Education 
5-Step Reading Program?

The first tier of the program is Comprehensive 
Assessment of Reading Strategies, a diagnostic 
reading series that allows you to identify and 
assess a student’s level of mastery for each of 
12 reading strategies (8 strategies in Book A 
and 6 strategies in Book P and Book AA). The 
second tier is Strategies to Achieve Reading 
Success which provides remediation for strategies 
in Comprehensive Assessment of Reading 
Strategies. Comprehensive Assessment of Reading 
Strategies II, the fifth step of the program, is for 
use after students have been diagnosed with 
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies 
and have been instructed with Strategies to Achieve 
Reading Success.

How do reading strategies differ from 
reading skills?

According to Regie Routman (2000), strategies 
are the thinking, problem-solving processes that 
the learner deliberately initiates, incorporates 
and applies to construct meaning. At this point, 
the reading strategies become instinctively 
incorporated into one’s reading. According to 
Afflerbach et al. (2008), when a reading strategy 
becomes effortless and automatic, the strategy has 
become a skill. Reading skills operate without the 
reader’s deliberate control or conscious awareness.

What is Comprehensive Assessment 
of Reading Strategies II (CARS Series II)?

Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies 
II is a diagnostic reading series that gives students 
practice and self-assessment in 12 reading strategies 
(8 strategies in Book A and 6 strategies in Book P 
and Book AA). Comprehensive Assessment of 
Reading Strategies II allows you to identify and 
assess a student’s level of mastery for each of 12 
reading strategies (8 strategies in Book A and 6 
strategies in Book P and Book AA). This ten-level 
program is designed for students in years prep to 8. 
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies 
II is designed to be used after students have been 
diagnosed with Comprehensive Assessment of 
Reading Strategies and have been instructed with 
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success.

Each student book in the CARS Series II contains 
five lessons, which include reading activities 
involving a variety of literary genres. Each lesson 
provides a two-page reading passage and 12 
selected-response questions (8 selected-response 
questions in Book A and 6 selected-response 
questions in Book P and Book AA). Each question 
focuses on a specific reading strategy. 

In Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies 
II, Book P and Book AA, students receive follow-
up assessment for the following 6 reading strategies:
• Finding Main Idea
• Finding Details
• Putting Ideas in Order
• Understanding What Happens and Why
• Making a Guess
• Figuring Things Out

What is in the student book?

Each student book contains
• five lessons; each lesson is based on a two-page 

reading activity and includes 12 selected-
response questions (8 selected-response 
questions in Book A and 6 selected-response 
questions in Book P and Book AA).

• one self-assessment form for students, which 
they complete after Lesson 5.

What is in the teacher guide for Book P and 
Book AA?

Each teacher guide contains
• detailed suggestions and guided instructions 

for using Comprehensive Assessment of Reading 
Strategies II effectively in the classroom.

• the Research Summary that supports 
the CARS Series II.

• Understanding the Strategies, a three-page 
resource for teacher use as a skill-review 
summary. With teacher help, it can also be 
used with students to reinforce the strategies 
practised in the student book.

• three teacher assessments.
• a Class Performance Chart for recording 

class results.
• an Answer Key.

FOR THE TEACHER



© 2008 Hawker Brownlow Education 5 CARS Series II AA Teacher Guide CA110229

GUIDED LESSONS FOR CARS SERIES II, BOOK AA

LESSON ONE
(Student Book pages 2 and 3)

Before beginning, be sure each student has a student 
book open to page 2. In this lesson, students listen 
to a story that is read aloud and then answer six 
strategy questions about the picture:

SAY:  Put your finger at the top of the page 
next to the directions. Follow along as I 
read the directions aloud:

Read this story about Mrs Potts. Then 
answer questions about the story. Choose 
the best answer for Numbers 1 to 6.

Listen while I read the story aloud.

   Mrs Potts loves flowers. She decided 
to plant a garden so she could have 
flowers all the time. Mrs Potts planted 
lots of seeds. Days and days went by, 
but nothing grew. Mrs Potts planted 
more seeds. Days and days went by. Still, 
nothing grew. 

   Mrs Potts looked out at her empty 
garden. “What am I doing wrong?” she  
wondered. Soon a flock of birds swooped 
down into the garden. The birds began 
pecking at the dirt. They were eating 
what was left of Mrs Potts’ seeds! 

   Mrs Potts ran outside and shooed the 
birds away. Then she went to the shop 
and bought herself some flowers instead.

Now turn the page. Put your finger on the 
number 1. Follow along as I read aloud 
the question and the answer choices:

1. What is the story mostly about?
A a woman who has flowers all 

the time
B a woman who cannot get her 

garden to grow
C a woman who does not like birds

Circle the letter of the correct answer. 

Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.  

SAY:  Put your finger on the number 2. Follow 
along as I read aloud the question and 
the answer choices:

2. What did Mrs Potts want?
A to feed the birds
B to have vegetables to eat
C to have flowers all the time

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.  

SAY:  Put your finger on the number 3. Follow 
along as I read aloud the question and 
the answer choices:

3. Which of these happened first?
A Mrs Potts looked out at her empty 

garden.
B Mrs Potts planted lots of seeds.
C Birds swooped down into her 

garden. 

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.  

SAY:  Put your finger on the number 4. Follow 
along as I read aloud the question and 
the answer choices:

4. Flowers did not grow in Mrs Potts’ 
garden because
A birds ate the seeds.
B she did not plant any seeds.
C she did not water the seeds.

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.  

SAY:  Put your finger on the number 5. Follow 
along as I read aloud the question and 
the answer choices:

5. What will probably happen if Mrs 
Potts plants more seeds?
A The seeds will grow.
B The seeds will blow away.
C The birds will eat the seeds.

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

Pause to allow students time to consider their answer.  
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Analysis of Reading Strategies

Use the information displayed on the bar graph to complete the following:

Strategies where the student shows strength: 

Strategies where the student needs improvement: 

Action Plan:

Progress Notes:

Complete this page after the student has completed Lessons 1–5.

Student’s Name: _____________________________________ Date: ________________________

Teacher’s Name: _____________________________________ 

TEACHER ASSESSMENT 3




