Learn About
Using Estimation: Closest Number

Estimation can be used to find the closest number to another
number. To find the number that is closest, count up or count back.
See if the number is closer to 5, 10, 15, 20 or 25.
Look at the number line, and then read the reason why each number
is the closest.
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• The number 4 is closest to 5 because 4 is 1 less than 5 but 6 less than 10.
• The number 8 is closest to 10 because 8 is 2 less than 10
but 3 more than 5.
• The number 11 is closest to 10 because 11 is 1 more than 10
but 4 less than 15.
Kyle is having a birthday party. He counted
21 dinner plates. Is 21 closer to 20 or 25?
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The number 21 is 1 more than 20. It is 4 less than 25.
The number 21 is closer to 20 than to 25.

Estimation can be used to find the closest number to another
number. To find the number that is closest, count up or count
back. See if the number is closer to 5, 10, 15, 20 or 25.
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Learn About
Using Estimation: Nearest Ten to a Number

Estimation can be used to find the nearest ten to a number. To find
a number’s nearest ten, count up or count back. Numbers that are
halfway between two tens are considered to be closer to the greater ten.
Look at the number line, and then read the reason why each
estimation to the nearest ten is correct.
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• The nearest ten to 13 is 10, because 13 is closer to 10 than to 20.
• The nearest ten to 5 is 10, because 5 is halfway between 0 and 10.
Numbers that are halfway between two tens are considered to be
closer to the greater ten.
• The nearest ten to 17 is 20, because 17 is closer to 20 than 10.
Kylie counted the number of seashells she
collected. She counted 26 seashells in all.
What is the nearest ten to 26?
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The number 26 is 6 more than 20. It is 4 less than 30.
The nearest ten to 26 is 30.
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Estimation can be used to find the nearest ten to a number.
To find a number’s nearest ten, count up or count back.
Numbers that are halfway between two tens are considered to
be closer to the greater ten.
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Read the passage.
Then do Numbers 1–5.

Vegetable Garden
Aaron and his mum plant beans.
They plant peas and carrots too.

1. Aaron plants 27 bean seeds. What
is the nearest ten to 27?
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2. The garden has 82 carrots.
What is the nearest ten to 82?
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Read the passage.
Then do Numbers 1–5.
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Bird Watching
Paula goes on a bushwalk.
She sees many birds.
The birds are many colours.

1. Paula counts 46 birds on her walk.
What is the nearest ten to 46?
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2. About twenty of the birds are
green. What number below is
closest to 20?
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Self-Assessment 1
Lessons 1 – 5

Answer these questions after
you have completed Lessons 1–5.

FOCUS on Using Estimation,
Book A
Name ___________________________________________

Date _______________

1. How well did you do in Lessons 1–5? Circle your answer.

good

could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the questions?
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 6–10?
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Cut along the dotted line.

great

