Learn About
Using Estimation: Nearest Ten to a Number

Estimation can be used to find the nearest ten to a number. To
find a number’s nearest ten, count up or count back. Numbers that
are halfway between two tens are rounded up.
Look at the chart and number line, and then read the reason why
each rounded number is correct.
Number

Nearest Ten

33

30

35

40

37

40

33

30

37

35

40

• The nearest ten to 33 is 30 because 33 is closer to 30 than to 40.
• The nearest ten to 35 is 40 because 35 is halfway between 30
and 40. Numbers halfway between two tens are rounded up.
• The nearest ten to 37 is 40 because 37 is closer to 40 than 30.
Jordan has 12 pairs of shorts and 18 shirts.
What is the nearest ten to 12? What is the
nearest ten to 18? About how many shorts and
shirts does Jordan have?
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The nearest ten to 12 is 10.
The nearest ten to 18 is 20.
10 + 20 = 30
Jordan has about 30 shorts and shirts.

Estimation can be used to find the nearest ten to a number.
To find a number’s nearest ten, count up or count back.
Numbers that are halfway between two tens are rounded up.
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Look at the answer choices for each
question. Read why each answer choice is
correct or not correct.

1. What is the nearest ten to 56?
 30

2. What is the nearest hundred to 123?
 300
123

This answer is not correct. The
number 56 is between the two
tens 50 and 60, so 30 cannot
be the nearest ten.
 40
This answer is not correct. The
number 56 is between the two
tens 50 and 60, so 40 cannot
be the nearest ten.
 50
This answer is not correct.
The nearest ten to 56 is 60
because 56 is only 4 less than
60, but 6 more than 50.

0

This answer is correct. The
nearest ten to 56 is 60
because 56 is only 4 less
than 60.

200

300

This answer is not correct. The
nearest hundred to 123 is 100
because 123 is closer to 100 than
it is to 0, 200 or 300.
 200
123

0

100

200

300

This answer is not correct. The
nearest hundred to 123 is 100
because 123 is closer to 100 than
it is to 0, 200 or 300.
● 100
123

0

● 60

100

100

200

300

This answer is correct. The nearest
hundred to 123 is 100 because
123 is closer to 100 than it is to
0, 200 or 300.
0
123

0

100

200

300

This answer is not correct. The
nearest hundred to 123 is 100
because 123 is closer to 100 than
it is to 0, 200 or 300.
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Read the passage.
Then do Numbers 1–5.

Playing at the Beach
Ben and Nicki are going to
the beach for the day. They
love to swim and play. They
can build castles in the sand
and chase the birds. They
play on the shore and swim
in the water. Going to the
beach is so much fun.

1. Ben looked for seashells on the
beach. He collected 23 seashells.
What is the nearest ten to 23?





10

10
20
30
40

2. Nicki found 18 seashells. Ben
found 23 seashells. Round each
number to the nearest ten. About
how many seashells did they find
in all?





about
about
about
about

20
30
40
50

seashells
seashells
seashells
seashells
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Read the passage.
Then do Numbers 1–5.

Visiting the Zoo
Deana went to the zoo
with her dad last week.
They saw many animals.
They also read about
the animals and learned
some new things. Deena
was happy to see the
zebras. It is fun to go to
the zoo.

1. Deana saw 43 different kinds of
fish at the zoo. Rounded to the
nearest ten, about how many
different kinds of fish did she see?





20

about
about
about
about

30
40
50
60

kinds
kinds
kinds
kinds

of
of
of
of

fish
fish
fish
fish

2. Deana read that there are over
950 different kinds of bats. What
is the nearest hundred to 950?





900
950
1000
1050
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Self-Assessment 2
Lessons 6–10

Answer these questions after you
have completed Lessons 6–10.
Before you begin, re-read what
you wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

FOCUS on Using Estimation
Book B
Name ___________________________________________

Date _______________

1. How well did you do in Lessons 6–10? Circle your answer.

Cut along the dotted line.

great

good

could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the questions?
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

3. Think about what you wanted to do different in Lessons 6–10.
Did you do this?

4. What do you want to do different in Lessons 11–15?
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