®

Features of the BRIGANCE Early Preschool Screen–II
1. Screening Can Be Accomplished Quickly: The essence of screening is its
brevity. The basic screening of most children can be completed within fifteen
minutes. Screening a child who responds slowly rarely takes more than twenty
minutes.
2. Screening Provides a Sampling of Skills for Key Areas: The basic
assessments provide a sampling of a child’s learning, development and skills
in a broad range of areas, such as fine-motor skills, body awareness, general
knowledge, language development and gross-motor skills. A discussion and
demonstration of the domains and factors these skills can be categorised into
can be found in the Technical Report for the BRIGANCE ® Screens–II in
chapters 1 and 4. In addition, there is now a separate measure for self-help
and for social-emotional skills.
3. The Data Sheet Provides a Quick Review: The Data Sheets, one for each
age level, allow data to be recorded on one page in a duplicate copy. Thus, a
glance across the Data Sheet provides a quick review, and copies of the data
can be shared with others and filed as needed. (See Data Sheet examples on
pages xxiii and xxiv.)
4. Screening Will Be a Successful Experience for Most Children: Each
screening assessment is at a skill level that will allow a high degree of success
for most children. Thus, most children will feel positive about the screening.
5. Optional Supplemental Assessments Are Included: In addition to the basic
assessments for each age level, supplemental assessments of more advanced
skills have been included for optional use. These assessments are primarily
intended for use with children who score well on the basic assessments. (See
pages 26–35.)
6. Screening Produces a Wide Range of Scores: Because the Early Preschool
Screen–II may be used for a variety of purposes, a range of scores is needed
(e.g., for program planning, for determining eligibility for programs, for research
studies, and so forth). This Screen produces raw scores, age equivalents,
percentiles and quotients for each developmental domain.
7. Helpful Notes Are Included: Notes related to possible observations,
interpretations, criteria, supplemental assessments and techniques for
encouraging the child to perform are included with each assessment.
8. Related Forms for Optional Use Are Included: Related screening
information forms for examiner’s observations, teacher’s rating and parent’s
rating are included as items for optional use. Permission to reproduce these
forms for nonprofit educational use is granted by the author and the publisher.
(See pages 36–45.)
9. A Score Can Be Calculated for Ranking and Grouping Purposes:
A point value is assigned to each skill within each basic screening
assessment to provide a means of calculating a score for each child.
iv

©2007 Hawker Brownlow Education Early Preschool Screen II CA7548

10. Assessments Are Criterion-Referenced, Curriculum-Referenced and NormReferenced: The criterion-referencing and curriculum-referencing of the
assessments provide data that can be translated into instructional objectives.
The results of the BRIGANCE Screens–II standardisation and validation study
allow norm-referenced interpretation. For information regarding standardisation
and the use of this Screen as a norm-referenced instrument, see pages vii and
viii and the Technical Report for the BRIGANCE Screens–II.
11. No Special Material or Equipment Is Needed: (See page xvi for lists of
essential materials and optional materials.)
12. Duplication of Assessments Can Be Avoided: The skills included in the basic
assessments are the same as those included in the BRIGANCE Diagnostic
Inventory of Early Development–II (Birth–7 years). Program personnel using the
Inventory with its accompanying Developmental Record Book for the purposes
of assessing, recordkeeping, tracking and instructional planning can frequently
avoid duplication of assessment time. Much of the data needed for screening
can be taken from the Developmental Record Book if the data are current and
valid. Likewise, data obtained from the screening assessment can be recorded
in the Developmental Record Book. (See pages 64–66 for coordination between
the assessments in this Screen with the Inventory of Early Development–II. A
complete coordination between all the Screens and the Inventory of Early
Development–II and the Comprehensive Inventory of Basic Skills–Revised is
included in the Technical Report for the BRIGANCE Screens–II in chapter 6.)
13. Screening Can Be Accomplished Reliably, Validly and Accurately: Below
are highlights from the BRIGANCE Screens–II standardisation and validation
study:
• Re-standardised in 2005 on 1366 children in 27 of the 50 US States to
produce normative information on children’s performance across the birth to
Year One age range. This is critical because demographics are changing
rapidly and this can impact the aggregate performance of children at various
ages. Further, curricular changes also prompt a need to revise and update
measures.
• Validated on 907 children to whom were also given a range of other
measures for comparison and found to correlate highly with subtests of
similar content.
• Shown to be highly reliable both in terms of internal consistency, test-retest
and inter-examiner reliability.
• Highly accurate. The BRIGANCE Screens–II will identify 81% (range = 70%
to 91% across ages) of children with disabilities, 84% (range = 81% to 100%
across ages) of children with advanced development and 84% (range = 72%
to 94% across ages) of children with typical development.
Extensive information about the BRIGANCE Screens–II standardisation is found
in the Technical Report for the BRIGANCE Screens–II.
Features of the BRIGANCE® Early Preschool Screen–II

Recommendations for Screening
Testing with the Parent or Guardian Present

General Recommendations for Screening

If parents accompany a child, arrangements can be made for them to be seated
initially in an adjacent room or hall where they can complete, either independently
or by interview, the Parent’s Rating Form or other necessary forms. Parents or
guardian should accompany the very young child throughout the screening in
order to minimise stranger reactions and to help physically position the child for
optimal responses (i.e., on parents’ lap facing the examiner). Families may need
to be told that:

Children are generally slow to warm up to and cooperate with unfamiliar people.
They may refuse to answer questions, attempt to leave the testing area, become
tearful or alternately grab for test materials or play with toys they have brought
with them.

1. items cannot be reworded or any additional cues provided.

1. Young children who are enrolled in programs may feel more comfortable being
tested in the more familiar environment of their classrooms. If so, it may be
helpful to erect visual barriers to prevent distractions and to ensure that other
classroom activities are conducted as quietly as possible.

2. the test must be administered in the same way to every child so that
performance can be compared with that of others who have taken the test.
3. children in a strange environment are not expected to demonstrate all the skills
parents have observed at home and that when recently learned skills are
elicited, children are typically inconsistent in their performance. It may be
helpful to remind parents that such inconsistencies are an appropriate
developmental step for children.
4. if he/she feels compelled to be encouraging during testing, to use such
phrases as “Good trying” and “Nice job” whether or not the child is successful
with a task. Parents must be discouraged from displaying disappointment in
children’s performance on any or all tasks.
5. if it is clear the child refused to demonstrate numerous skills reported to be
within his/her repertoire, screening should be repeated at a later date. On the
BRIGANCE® Screens–II, an alternative is to screen by parental report and
examiners may switch to the parent report questions and use parents’ answers
to fill in missing items.
6. observations about what children can do at home but did not do on the testing
is valuable for teaching and will be gathered either before or after the session
is completed.

xii
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Screening personnel should attempt to make each child’s screening experience
pleasant and enjoyable. The following recommendations will help make the
screening a successful experience and will ensure more valid results.

2. If possible, testing can be speeded and rapport better established by observing
children in classrooms or their home environment. Most gross-motor and many
fine-motor items can be scored simply by observing. Some language, social
and self-help skills can also be scored by observation. Simply being present
with the child in a setting in which he or she is comfortable can build rapport
and make the administration of the remaining items easier.
3. Schedule screening for early in the day, especially for young and unfamiliar
children since they need to be refreshed and free from hunger and fatigue.
4. Arrange for the child’s physical comfort. Provide an appropriately-sized table
and chair that will allow the child to work comfortably. Make sure the room is
well lit and well ventilated and that the room temperature is at a comfortable
level.
5. Take cues on your demeanour from the child. If he or she is quiet and
withdrawn, approach him or her quietly and gently. Too much enthusiasm can
be overwhelming or frightening to young children.
6. Do not ask children whether they would like to participate since any
subsequent refusals are challenging. Instead use clear but pleasant requests
such as, “Come with me. We are going to look at my book and play with my
blocks.”
7. Young children often cannot remain seated throughout testing so “wiggle
breaks” should be interspersed among subtests. It is also acceptable to move
to the floor, back to the chairs or even to sit under the table!
(continues on page xiii)
Recommendations for Screening

C-4
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3A Picture Vocabulary

3A Picture Vocabulary
Skill: Names pictures.
1. cat
3. key
2. dog
4. aeroplane

5. apple
6. car

Data Sheet: Two-Year-Old Child.
Assessment Method: Child performance—oral response.
Materials: C-4.
Discontinue: After two consecutive errors.
Time: Your discretion; or ten seconds per picture.
Accuracy: Give credit for each picture correctly identified. If the child
self-corrects, give credit.
Point Value: 4 points for each picture.
Notes:
1. Screen If Necessary: If it appears that the child is having difficulty focusing on
one picture at a time because of the visual stimuli from
the entire page, cover the other pictures with blank sheets of paper.
2. Assessing the Child with Limited Speech or the Child Who Is Reluctant to
Respond Orally: The “Picture Vocabulary” assessment is made by asking the
child to name each picture (expressive skill). If there is difficulty in getting the
child to respond orally, perhaps due to limited speech, you may wish to ask
him/her to point to each picture as you name it (receptive skill). You may wish
to note the results of this assessment, but do not give credit.
3. Possible Observations: As the child names the pictures, you may wish to
observe and make note of the following:
a. Use of Eyes: Do the child’s eyes appear to move and focus on details
without difficulty?
b. Attention to Task: Does the child consistently attend to your requests or
does he/she have difficulty attending for reasons such as a short attention
span or distractions?
c. Interest Level: Does the child appear to have an interest in looking at and
talking about pictures? Does the child want to talk about a particular
picture? Does the child volunteer additional information about the pictures?
d. Confidence Level: Does the child appear relaxed or is he/she anxious about
responding?
e. Assurance of Response: Does the child respond automatically
or hesitantly?
4
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Directions
This assessment is made by pointing to each picture on C-4 and asking the
child to name it. Pause after pointing to each picture for the child’s response. If
the child does not respond, repeat the question. If helpful, give encouragement.
Screen, if necessary.
Point to each picture, and
Ask: What is this? or
What do you call this?
Request the picture names in the following order:
1. cat
2. dog

3. key
4. aeroplane

5. apple
6. car

If you plan to derive standard scores including percentiles on this assessment,
you must adhere strictly to the boxed Directions given.
ENTRY: Start with item 1.
DISCONTINUE: After 3 consecutive incorrect responses.

4. Supplemental Assessment: You may wish to use the pictures for an informal
assessment of the child’s comprehension and language development. This
can be accomplished by asking questions or giving directions such as the
following:
• Which ones are animals?
• Show me the one that we use to lock the door.
• Which one can we fly in?
• Show me the one we can eat.
• Put your finger on the one we can drive in.
Note: Some two-year-olds may not comprehend “which” questions or the
phrase “the one we.”

3A Picture Vocabulary

3.
C-34

2.
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1.
5S Visual Motor Skills

5S Visual Motor Skills
Skill: Copies forms.
1.

❘

2.

—

3. 嘷

Data Sheet: Supplemental Assessments.
Assessment Method: Child performance—written response.
Materials: C-34, a pencil or a jumbo crayon and a sheet of unlined paper folded
into three equal parts, opened and placed under the forms on C-34. (You may also
reproduce C-34 and ask the child to draw on the copy, directly under each form.)
Discontinue: Your discretion.
Time: Your discretion.
Accuracy: See Criteria.
Criteria: In addition to your own professional judgment, the following criteria will
guide you in evaluating.
1. Vertical Line: The line should not curve in excess of 6 mm or deviate more
than 15 degrees from the vertical axis.
20

Not Acceptable

2. Horizontal Line: The line should not curve in excess of 6 mm or deviate more
than 15 degrees from the horizontal axis.
6 mm
Acceptable

20
degrees

Not Acceptable

3. Circle: The child must use a rotary movement to achieve a circular form.
Complete closure is not required, but the form must be nearly round.

Acceptable

If helpful, give encouragement. Screen, if necessary.
Give the child a pencil or crayon and a sheet of unlined paper folded into three
equal parts and opened. Point to the forms on C-34, and
Say: I want you to draw these shapes.
Point to each form, beginning with the vertical line, and to the space that the
child will draw in, and
Say: Draw one like this. or
See this? You make one here, just the same.
Assist the child so that his/her paper is placed under each form. Allow the child
enough time to complete each form. If necessary, permit a second attempt.

degrees

6 mm
Acceptable

Directions
This assessment is made by asking the child to copy the forms on C-34.
If the child does not respond, repeat the request. Do not call the forms
by name or trace over a form to show how it is drawn.

Not Acceptable

Notes:
1. Screen If Necessary: If it appears that the child is having difficulty focusing on
one form at a time because he/she is distracted by the other forms, you may
wish to cover the other forms with blank sheets of paper.
2. Lower-Level Skill: If the child cannot copy the forms on C-34, you may wish to
assess his/her ability to draw the forms by imitating after you demonstrate. Draw
each form, and then ask the child to draw a form like it.
34
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3. Possible Observations: As the child copies the forms, you may wish to
observe and make note of the following:
a. Physical Conditions: Does the child have a physical condition that makes
him/her unable to perform the skills or to perform as the Criteria describe?
b. Use of Eyes: Do the child’s eyes tend to follow the task appropriately?
c. Handedness: Does the child consistently hold the pencil/crayon in the same
hand for copying the forms or does he/she change the pencil from one
hand to the other?
d. Pencil/Crayon Grasp: Does the child correctly hold the pencil/crayon in a
loose, three-finger grasp near the tip of the pencil?
e. Attention to Task: Does the child consistently attend to your requests or
does he/she have difficulty attending for reasons such as a short attention
span or distractions?
f. Interest Level: Does the child volunteer to demonstrate additional forms?
g. Confidence Level: Does the child appear relaxed or is he/she anxious about
performing?
h. Assurance of Response: Does the child perform automatically or hesitantly?
4. Supplemental Assessment: You may wish to assess the child for recognising
forms by asking him/her to point to the form as you name it (receptive skill).
You may also wish to assess the child for recognising and naming forms by
asking him/her to name the form as you point to it (expressive skill).
5S Visual Motor Skills

Parent’s Report Form for the
Self-help and Social-Emotional Scales
Child’s Name ______________________________________________________
Child’s Date of Birth_____________________ Today’s Date ________________
Parent’s Name ________________________ Teacher ____________________
Purpose and Directions: Our school recognises that parents can provide valuable
information that can be helpful in planning a better school program for their child. You can
supply this information by responding to the items listed below.
Read each item and circle the response or description (“No,” “Sometimes,” “Yes,” etc.) on
the right that you think best applies to or describes your child.

A. Work/Help Skills
1. Does your child try to help put things away such as his/her toys or clothes? ... No Sometimes
2. Can your child open doors or cabinets by himself/herself if he/she
doesn’t have to work knobs or handles? ...................................................... No Sometimes
3. Can your child open doors or cabinets by himself/herself including
working knobs and handles? ............................................................................... No A little
4. How many minutes will child usually watch TV without
losing interest?.............................................................................. 1–5 5–10 10–15 15–20
5. How many minutes will your child usually play with
toys by himself/herself (without the TV on)?................................. 1–5 5–10 10–15 15–20
6. Does your child help around the house if asked?.......................................... No Sometimes
7. Does your child work for at least 20 minutes in a small group such as
at school doing a craft project or other activity?................... No opportunity
No Sometimes

Yes
Yes
Yes
20+
20+
Yes
Yes

B. Feeding/Eating Skills
8. Does your child use a spoon? ....................................................................... No Sometimes Yes
If yes, what happens when he/she tries to get food into
his/her mouth?.......................... Turns spoon upside down Spills a lot Spills some Spills very little
9. Does your child hold a fork with his or her fingers (not in a fist)? ........................ No A little Yes
10. Can your child use the side of a fork to cut soft foods?....................................... No A little Yes

C. Undressing/Dressing Skills
11. Can your child take off his/her own shoes if you undo shoelaces,
buckles or fastening tapes?........................................................................... No Sometimes Yes
12. Can your child put his/her shoes on? ........................ No Yes, Wrong feet sometimes Correct feet
13. Can your child take off and put on a coat, shirt, dress or pants
if you help with buttons, zippers and snaps?................................................. No Sometimes Yes
14. Can your child take off and put on a coat, shirt, dress or pants
including buttons, zippers and snaps? .......................................................... No Sometimes Yes
15. Can your child take off and put on socks by himself/herself?........................ No Sometimes Yes
16. Can your child dress completely? ................................................. No Mostly, but not all fasteners
Yes, but can’t tie shoes Yes, and ties shoes

49
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D. Toileting Skills
17. Does your child get on the toilet/potty seat by himself/herself?..................... No Sometimes Yes
18. Does your child have bowel movements (“poo”) in the toilet/potty
most of the time? ........................................................................................... No Sometimes Yes
19. Does your child urinate (“wee”) in the toilet/potty? ..................... No Sometimes Most of the time
20. Does your child wipe himself/herself or try to wipe
after toileting?............................................... No Sometimes Yes, but not very well Yes, very well
21. Does your child go to the bathroom on his/her own without being
asked or reminded?....................................................................................... No Sometimes Yes
22. Does your child flush the toilet after he/she uses it? ..................................... No Sometimes Yes
23. Do you have any concerns about how your child is not learning
to do some things you think he/she should be doing?......................................... No A little Yes
—If yes, please list. ____________________________________

E. Play Skills and Behaviours
24. Does your child watch other children play? ................................................... No Sometimes Yes
—If yes, does he/she like to join in, even if only for a little while? ................. No Sometimes Yes
25. Does your child like to pretend to do grown-up things like washing
dishes, taking care of a baby, cleaning or sweeping? ................................... No Sometimes Yes
—If yes, for how many minutes will he/she do this? ..................... 1–5 5–10 10–15 15–20 20+
26. Can your child play well with a small group of children? ............................... No Sometimes Yes
—If yes, for how many minutes will he/she do this? ..................... 1–5 5–10 10–15 15–20 20+
27. Does your child seem to know what is good behaviour and
what is not?................................................................................... No In others In others and self
28. Does your child have a best friend—another child to whom
he/she feels especially close? ............................................................................. No A little Yes

F. Gets Along with Others
29. Does your child like to do favours for you or enjoy surprising you by
helping out? .........................................................................................................
30. Does your child try to avoid hurting other children when playing and/or
seem concerned when a playmate is hurt? .........................................................
31. When your child has done something well, does he/she tell you about it
and show pride in what he/she has done?.................................................... No
32. If your child loses a game or can’t do something he/she was looking
forward to, does he/she behave OK about this? ........................................... No
33. Does your child say, “I’m sorry” or “excuse me” when he/she bumps
into someone, accidentally takes something that belongs to someone
else or makes a mistake that upsets someone? .................................................

No

A little

Yes

No

A little

Yes

Most times

Yes

Sometimes

Yes

No

A little

Yes

Yes

A little

No

Yes

A little

No

Do you have any concern about
34. how your child gets along with others?................................................................
—If yes, please list. ____________________________________
35. your child’s behaviour?........................................................................................
—If yes, please list. ____________________________________

Parent’s Report Form for the Self-help and Social-Emotional Scales

