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WRITE! Teacher Guide A

What is the WRITE! series?

The WRITE! series is a writing program with a 
basis in grammar, usage and mechanics. Comprised 
of eight books (Books A–H), the program gives 
students the tools they need to improve their 
writing skills.

Who should use the WRITE! series?

WRITE! can be used by all students who want to 
write better. WRITE! has been developed to give 
students practice with the foundations of writing 
and in-depth experience with genre-specific writing 
so that they can improve their writing skills and 

raise their scores on standardised tests.

What research supports the WRITE! 

series?

The WRITE! approach to instruction is supported 
by research. A significant research-based report, 
Writing Next: Effective Strategies To Improve Writing 
of Adolescents In Middle And High Schools (Graham 
& Perin, 2007) discusses and recommends 11 
features and strategies of an effective writing 
curriculum: writing strategies, summarisation, 
collaborative writing, specific product goals, word 
processing, sentence combining, prewriting, inquiry 
activities, process writing, study of models and 
writing for content learning. These features and 
strategies are fully implemented in the WRITE! 
program.

For further information about the research behind 
the WRITE! series, access go.hbe.com.au and 
download the full WRITE! research paper.

What is in the Teacher Guide?

Teacher Guide A contains supplementary resources 
that can be used to support and extend students’ 
writing experiences. These resources include the 
following:

■ an introduction that provides information about
• the focus and content of WRITE!
• the features of WRITE! lessons
• suggested schedules for completing WRITE!

■ an explanation of the links between WRITE!, 
the Australian Curriculum and NAPLAN

■ answer keys for Part I and Part II of the Student 
Book

■ tools for writing, including
• graphic organisers
• writing prompts
• answer form for Prepare for a Test, Part I
• student checklists for writing in each genre
• rubrics
• post-writing forms
• supplementary word lists
• glossary of writing and testing terms

The Teacher Guide contains reproducible pages. 
These resources are available to download from the 
WRITE! page at go.hbe.com.au.

What is in the Student Book?

Student Book A consists of two parts. Part I of the 
Student Book builds a foundation in grammar, 
usage and mechanics (GUM) through 30 concise 
lessons that provide instruction, practice and writing 
experience.

Part II of Student Book A includes four writing 
lessons that contain student-based writing models 
of descriptive, instructional, book report and story 
writing. After studying each model, students 
themselves write in the targeted genre. Graphic 
organisers, checklists, sample peer-conferencing 
questions and a post-writing form guide them 
through the process. Separate checklists cover 
genre-specific composition issues and the grammar, 
usage and mechanics skills taught in Part I.

INTRODUCTION
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Introduction

How should I implement WRITE!

in the classroom?

Student Book Part I: Foundations

Lessons 1–30

Think: Guide students through the introduction, 
including the examples of the GUM skill being 
taught.

Study a Model: Guide students as they read 
the writing model. Then discuss with them 
how the GUM skill is used within the model by 
calling attention to the Notes.

Practise: Have students complete the practice 
activity independently, in small groups or as a 
class. Model one or two items before students 
begin. Discuss the answers when students are 
done.

Write: Direct students, individually or with 
partners, to do their own writing. This can be 
done in class or as homework. Point out that 
the writing is similar to the writing in the 
model which students may use for guidance. 
Publish the students’ short writing pieces in 
class books or have students save their Part I 
writing. At a later time, students may revisit, 
revise and share favourite pieces.

Prepare for a Test, Part I: Inform students that 
they will take a GUM-skills test that is similar 
to writing tests they may take in later years. 
Explain that this test consists of three error-
filled selections with numbered sentences. 
Following each selection are 10 selected-
response questions that assess the GUM skills 
taught in Part I by having students identify the 
errors in the numbered sentences.

Provide necessary materials and a quiet 
environment for taking the test. Share test-
taking strategies with students. Conduct a 
think-aloud model for a sample test question. 
Time the test according to the standardised test 
your students will take in future years.

When the testing is over, correct the tests 
individually or guide the class in correcting 
them. Discuss the answers.
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WRITE! Student Book A

Think
When you write, you use words that tell what someone or 

something does. These are action words. Action words are called 

verbs.

The verb juggle tells 

what the children do.

The verbs sings and 

plays tell what Kiko 

does.

The verb clap tells what 

the people do.

Study a Model
The children are putting on a talent show. Read the talent 

show program.

The children juggle.

Kiko sings and plays a drum.

The people clap.

Verbs

fly

eat

dig
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Match each verb with its picture.

Write
Write the verb that finishes each sentence.

Randy ________________ jokes.

Dino ________________ three balls.

Tina ________________ the flute.

Two girls ________________ on the stage.

The noisy fans ________________.

plays    shout    dance    juggles    tells

Le
ss

o
n

 6

paints

zips

quack

swim
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WRITE! Student Book A

(1) fae had a pet parrot.  (2) The parrot’s name was lucky.

(3) Lucky was coughing.  (4) Fae thought Lucky were sick.  (5) So she 

and her mother taked Lucky to Dr Traino.  (6) Dr traino was a special 

doctor for animals.

(7) Dr Traino looks at Lucky.  (8) Then he looked at Fae.

(9) “How do you feel.”

(10) “I dont feel sick now,” said Fae.  (11) “Last week I had a bad cold.”

(12) “Did you sneeze?” Dr Traino asked Fae.

(13) “Lots!” Fae said.

(14) “Did you cough?” Dr Traino asked.

(15) “Lots!” Fae said.

(16) Dr Traino smiled.  (17) Fae smiled to.

(18) “Lucky is making the same sounds I made!” Fae said.  (19) “Lucky 

isn’t sick,” she cried.  (20) “Lucky is being a parrot.”

(21) Lucky just coughed.

Selection 1
Read the story about a girl and her pet bird. Then answer 

questions 1–10.

Prepare for a Test

1. What change should be made 

in sentence 1?

� Change fae to Fae.

� Change had to have.

� Change pet to Pet.

� Make no change.

2. What change should be made 

in sentence 2?

� Change The to the.

� Change was to were.

� Change lucky to Lucky.

� Make no change.

Think

general introduction of the 

GUM skill covered in the 

lesson, with examples

Study a Model

short writing model that 

exemplifies the GUM skill 

in context

Notes

notes with comments on 

GUM skill examples in the 

model

Practise

an activity that provides 

students with practice of 

the GUM skill

Write

students write using the 

GUM skill

Prepare for a Test

Part I test prep including

2 selections with numbered 

sentences and embedded 

errors

Selected-Response Questions

Part I test prep including

20 questions that are based on 

the selections and that test Part I 

GUM skills
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WRITE! Teacher Guide A

Part II: Models

Le
ss

o
n

 3
2

Graphic organisers hhelp you get ready to write. The wrriter of 

“How to Make a Heaalthy Snack” used a Step-by-Step Chart.

Read “How to Make a Healthy Snack” again. Then commplete 

the Step-by-Step Chart.

Ask a grown-up to cut an apple.

Spread peanut butter on the apple.

FIRST

NEXT

LAST

A Step-by-Step Chart helps writers

plan the steps in instructions.

Using Graphic Organisers
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WRITE! Student Book A

FIRST

NEXT

Write instructions that tell

how to make a healthy snack.

Now it is your turn to write insstructions. Use the prompt.

Think about the snack you will write about. 

Use this grapphic organiser to plan your writing.. 

Write or drawaw each step.

Writing Instructions

6666666666

Part II: Models

Le
ss
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2

Use your graphic organiser too write 

your instructions. Write themm on a

sheet of paper.

RReading My Writing

My instructions teell how to make a snack. __________

The steps are in thhe correct order. _____

I use the words first, next and last. _____

his Read what you wrote. Use th

our checklist to help you make yo

writing better. ny Then make an

r changes that will improve your

instructions.
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WRITE! Student Book A

Write a clean copy of your instructions. 

Use another sheet of paper.

Now it is time to check your writing. Use 

this checklist to help you. Answer each 

question.

Checking My Writing

Did I use plural nouns correctly? _____

Did I use is and are correctly? _____

Did I use the correct homophone? _____

Did I end all statements with full stops? _____

Read your instructions to a partner. Ask 

your partner these questions. Carefully 

listen to the answers.

▲ Are my steps in the right order?

▲ What do you like best about my 

instructions?

▲ What should I add to my instructions?

Student Book Part II: Models

Lessons 31–34

Lesson Opener: Guide students through the 
Introduction to the writing genre, making sure
they understand key terms and concepts. Next, 
have students read the Writing Prompt. Make 
sure they understand what the prompt is 
attempting to elicit. Then ask students to read 
the Sample Writing Model, which exemplifies 
excellent writing in the specific genre. Finally, 
discuss the Writing Tips box, which includes 
information for the genre being taught. Find 
examples of the tips in the writing model.

Graphic Organisers: Explain that graphic 
organisers are helpful for

• deciding what information will go into a 
piece of writing

• organising the information
• recognising relationships among pieces 

of information

Graphic organisers can be used at any stage 
during the writing process, but they are most 
useful in the beginning, for conceptual 
organisation.

Guide students through the graphic organiser, 
which has been partially filled in with 
information from the writing model on the 
previous page. Instruct students to complete 
the graphic organiser, using information from 
the writing model.

After students have completed the graphic 
organiser, have them discuss how they completed 
the organiser in small groups or as a class.

You may also display additional graphic 
organisers that could be used with the specific 
writing genre (pages 25–26 of the Teacher 
Guide).

Writing: Inform students that they will now 
write a selection similar to the model. Guide 
students in reading the writing prompt which is 
a repeat of the writing prompt given at the 
beginning of the lesson.

Think: Before students begin writing they 
should think about what they plan to write. A 
blank graphic organiser similar to the one 
introduced earlier in the lesson is provided to 
help students plan their writing.

Write: On a separate sheet of paper students 
write the first draft of their writing task. Remind 
students that at this stage they need not worry 

Introduction

introduction to the writing 

genre covered in the 

lesson

Writing Prompt

writing prompt for the 

genre

Sample Writing Model

model of student writing, 

written in response to the 

writing prompt

Writing Tips

helpful tips on writing in 

the genre covered in the 

lesson

Graphic Organiser

a partially-completed 

graphic organiser related 

to the writing model on 

the previous page

LAST

w

W

Think

students complete a 

graphic organiser as part 

of pre-writing

Write

directs students to 

begin writing a first 

draft

Read

a checklist reminds 

students of the 

Writing Tips provided 

earlier in the lesson

Prompt

repeats the prompt given 

at the beginning of the 

lesson
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Introduction

3333333

Part II: Models

◆◆
Making Connections

◆ Draw a picture. Shhow what you described in your wwriting. 
Does your picture  show everything that you describbed?

◆ Read your descripption to a partner. Ask your partneer to 
draw what you deescribed.

Thinking About My Writing

The best part of my description is ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

The hardest part of writing a description was ____________

________________________________________________________________________.

The sentence I like most is _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

Next time I want to describe __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

You have written a deescription! Think about what you hhave 

learnt. Finish these seentences.

Think About Your Writing

Le
ss

o
n

 3
1
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WRITE! Student Book A

Healthy How to Make a H

Snack

s anThe snack I make is

ter. Firstapple with peanut butt

I ask a grown-up to cuut up

an apple. Next I spreadd some

peanut butter on each ppiece of 

apple. I use a spoon too spread

the peanut butter. I covver each

piece. Last, I put the aapple 

pieces in a circle on a plate. I

like this healthy snackk. I think like this healthy snack

you will like it too.

❉ Tell what to do in the 
right order.

❉ Use the words first, 
next and last.

❉ Be sure to put all of 
the steps in. Don’t 
forget any.

Writing Tips

Instructions
How do you play a game? Hoow do you bake a cake? 

Instructions tell you how. Innstructions tell you what to do first,, 

next and last.

Read the instructions. Read the Writing Tipss. They will 

tell you about this kind of writing.

Here is a prompt for writing instructions.

Write instructions that tell

how to make a healthy snack.

Part II: Models – Prepare for a Test
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Prompt 2: Write instructions that tell how to sharpen a pencil.

Tips

▲ Read the prompt carefully.

▲ Think about what you do when you sharpen a pencil.

 ▲ What do you do first?

 ▲ What do you do next?

 ▲ What do you do last?

▲ Use a graphic organiser to plan your writing. A Step-by-

Step Chart can help you plan instructions.

▲ Tell what you are explaining how to do.

▲ Tell what to do in the right order.

▲ Use the words first, next and last.

▲ Don’t forget any steps.

▲ Check your instructions for mistakes.

 ▲ Are all words spelled correctly?

 ▲  Does each sentence have a naming part and an action 

part?

 ▲ Did you begin all sentences with a capital letter?

about making mistakes. They should concentrate 
on getting all of their ideas down on paper.

Read: After students have finished their first 
draft, they should read what they wrote and 
check for sense. The student book checklist will 
help them make sure they have followed the 
Writing Tips provided earlier in the lesson. 
After completing the checklist, students should 
make any necessary changes in their writing.

Listen: Students work with a partner to check 
each other’s writing. The student book lesson 
includes model questions students can ask each 
other about their writing. Each set of questions 
pertains specifically to the type of writing 
taught in the lesson.

Check: At this point students check their 
writing for errors in grammar, usage and 
mechanics. The student book provides students 
with a checklist to help them focus on errors 
that are most likely to appear in the specific 
writing genre they are working on.

Write Again: Students write a clean copy of 
their writing on a separate sheet of paper.

Think About Your Writing: Students reflect upon 
what they have done in the lesson as they complete 
sentences about the lesson’s writing genre.

Making Connections: After students have 
read Making Connections, generate a class 
discussion about the connection of writing to 
personal lives, school and the world at large. 
You may encourage some Making Connections 
activities to be done in groups or as a class, and 
you may elicit additional suggestions for 
Making Connections activities.

Prepare for a Test, Part II: Inform students that 
they will practise taking prompt-generated writing 
tests that are similar in format to many standardised 
writing tests. Explain that each of the four test-
prep items consists of a writing prompt that is 
similar to the prompts presented in the related 
Part II lesson, plus tips for writing in the genre.

Listen

model questions guide 

students through a peer 

conference

Check

a proofreading checklist 

helps students focus on 

likely errors

students prepare a clean 

copy of their writing

Tips

helpful tips for responding to 

the prompt, based on 

information in the lesson

Provide necessary materials and a quiet environment in which students can complete each test. Share test-taking 
strategies with students.

You may assess the pieces of writing individually or guide students in assessing the writing with partners 
or in groups. Use the checklists on pages 28–31 of the teacher guide or the rubrics on pages 31–35 of the 
teacher guide.

Provide special publishing opportunities for the writing, such as class anthologies or other class books, 
bulletin boards, wall displays or websites.

Think About Your Writing

students reflect upon their 

writing as they complete a 

post-writing form

Making Connections

connects writing to various 

aspects of life

Writing Prompt

a prompt for each of four 

writing genres
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Where should students record

their answers?

Part I (Lessons 1–30): Students may record their 
answers to the practice activity directly in the 
Student Book.

Prepare for a Test, Part I: Students may record 
their answers directly in the Student Book or on the 
reproducible Answer Form for the Part I test.

Part II (Lessons 31–34): Students may record their 
responses for the graphic organisers directly in the 
Student Book.

Prepare for a Test, Part II: Students should write 
on separate sheets of paper.

What is the assessment procedure?

Part I
Practice Activity: Correct the practice activity and 
then discuss the answers as a class.

Writing Activities: Students’ Part I writing may be 
published in special class books, or students may 
collect their writing and review and revise it at a 
later time.

Prepare for a Test, Part I: Correct the test and 
discuss the results as a class.

Refer to the Prepare for a Test answer key on page 
20 of the Teacher Guide for a list of lessons covered 
by each test-prep question. If necessary, review the 
GUM skills covered in a particular lesson on an 
individual or class basis.

Part II
Graphic Organisers: Provide sample answers and 
discuss alternative answers with the class. These 
graphic organisers are based on the opening writing 
model and provide practice for students before they 
use graphic organisers to structure their own 
writing.

Student Writing from Prompt: You may use lesson 
material, writing tips, Student Checklists for 
Writing and rubrics to assess each piece of writing.

Student Checklists for Writing (found on pages 
28–31 of the teacher guide) can be used to assess 
student writing. There is a separate checklist for 
each of the four writing genres taught in the 
student book. Each Student Checklist for Writing 
contains on one page the same points found in the 
two checklists in the Part II student book lessons.

Rubrics (found on pages 31–35 of the teacher 
guide) can also be used to assess student writing. 
The rubrics may be reproduced and distributed to 
students. If you choose to assess students’ writing 
using rubrics, explain to students the concept of 
rubric assessment and rubric scoring. Point out to 
them that evaluating writing using a rubric involves 
looking at the piece of writing in relation to a 
certain set of standards and giving the writing a 
score, based on how the writing compares to the 
standards. Each WRITE! rubric contains grammar, 
usage and mechanics as well as composition criteria 
to score each writing genre. The rubric is based on 
a scale from 1 to 4, with 4 being the best.

Your school may use a different rubric scale (1 to 5 
or 1 to 6, for example) to score writing, but the 
WRITE! rubrics each cover the general requirements 
for good writing.

As you discuss rubrics with your students, use the 
terms that they may need in later years when taking 
standardised writing tests. For example, if their 
state uses the term proficiency, you should use the 
term proficiency with students when discussing 
rubrics.

Writing rubrics vary from test to test. A 4-point 
rubric in one exam will be organised quite differently 
from a 4-point rubric in another. Working with the 
genre-specific rubrics and student checklists in 
WRITE! will give students the foundation necessary 
for understanding rubrics that have other features.

Prepare for a Test, Part II: Use lesson material, 
testing tips, Student Checklists and rubrics to 
assess each piece of student writing. Student writing 
may be published in special class projects. Students 
may also choose favourite pieces for their writing 
portfolio.
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Introduction

What is the suggested schedule for completing WRITE! Book A?

Below is a suggested schedule for completing WRITE! Book A. Your adherence to the schedule will 
depend upon how much time per day you wish to devote to the program, how quickly your students are 
able to absorb the material and how much of the school year you want to spend on the program.

Part I: Foundations

Days 1–60
 Day 1

 Day 2

Lessons 1–30
 Think
 Study a Model
 Practise
 Write

30 minutes

20 minutes

Days 61–65
 Day 1
 Day 2
 Day 3
 Day 4

Prepare for a Test, Part I
 Selection 1
 Review Selection 1 and answers
 Selection 2
 Review Selection 2 and answers

30 minutes
30 minutes
30 minutes
30 minutes

Part II: Models

Days 66–85
 Day 1
 Day 2
 Day 3
 Day 4
 Day 5

Lessons 31–34
 Pages 1 and 2 of lesson
 Page 3 of lesson
 Page 4 of lesson
 Page 5 of lesson
 Page 6 of lesson

30 minutes
30 minutes
30 minutes
30 minutes
30 minutes

Days 86-92
 Day 1
 Day 2
 Day 3
 Day 4
 Day 5
 Day 6
 Day 7
 Day 8

Prepare for a Test, Part II
 Prompt 1
 Review Prompt 1
 Prompt 2
 Review Prompt 2
 Prompt 3
 Review Prompt 3
 Prompt 4
 Review Prompt 4

30–45 minutes
30 minutes
30–45 minutes
30 minutes
30–45 minutes
30 minutes
30–45 minutes
30 minutes
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WRITE! Teacher Guide A

LINKS TO THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM

AND NAPLAN

How does WRITE! relate to the Australian Curriculum?

Following from its founding document, the 2008 Melbourne Declaration of Educational Goals for Young 
Australians, the Australian Curriculum “recognises literacy as an essential skill for students in becoming 
successful learners and as a foundation for success in all learning areas.” Literacy is identified as one of 
seven cross-curriculum priorities within the curriculum, where it is defined as follows:

Literacy encompasses the knowledge and skills students need to access, understand, analyse and 
evaluate information, make meaning, express thoughts and emotions, present ideas and opinions, 
interact with others and participate in activities at school and in their lives beyond school.

Given that writing is foundational to literacy, this definition suggests that Australian students must learn 
to write not just for academic purposes but for a wide range of audiences and contexts. Although it is 
especially pertinent to the Australian Curriculum: English (upon which the broader literacy capability is 
largely based), the WRITE! series has relevance for any curriculum subject area that requires children to 
create written texts that describe, explain, summarise or comment upon topics relevant to that discipline.

WRITE! and the Australian Curriculum: English

In the Australian Curriculum: English, writing is one of three modes of communication (along with 
reading and viewing, and listening and speaking) that can be used to organise content descriptions across 
the three strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. With its dual emphasis on GUM skills and rubric-
based writing for a variety of genres, each book (A–H) of the WRITE! series aligns to content descriptions 
across two year levels of the English curriculum. To assist teachers in correlating WRITE! lessons with the 
Australian Curriculum: English, the table on pages 9–11 of this Teacher Guide lays out the specific 
correspondences between WRITE! A lessons and the Australian Curriculum: English for Years 1–2. The 
page numbers given for each lesson relate to WRITE! Student Book A.

WRITE! across the Australian Curriculum

Even in the primary years of the Australian Curriculum, writing appears as a key skill within many subject 
areas. For instance, Year 3 of the Australian Curriculum: History contains two content descriptions that 
ask students to create their own written texts:

Develop texts, particularly narratives (ACHHS070)

Use a range of communication forms (oral, graphic, written) and digital technologies 
(ACHHS071)

Similarly, the Australian Curriculum: Geography for Year 5 includes this content description:

Present findings and ideas in a range of communication forms, for example, written, oral, graphic, 
tabular, visual and maps; using geographical terminology and digital technologies as appropriate 
(ACHGS038)

In these subject areas, and others such as science, arts, and technologies, the ability to write persuasively, 
informatively and in some cases creatively is essential to student achievement. By explicitly teaching skills 
for writing within a range of different genres, WRITE! is designed to ensure that your students will meet 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards and perform on state and national standardised tests.
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Links to the Australian Curriculum and NAPLAN

WRITE! A lessons and the Australian Curriculum: English for Years 1–2

YEAR 1

Content description Lesson Pages

Language

Explore diff erent ways of expressing emotions, including verbal, 

visual, body language and facial expressions (ACELA1787)

Lesson 23: Kinds of Sentences 48–49

Understand that the purposes texts serve shape their structure in 

predictable ways (ACELA1447)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Recognise that diff erent types of punctuation, including full stops, 

question marks and exclamation marks, signal sentences that make 

statements, ask questions, express emotion or give commands 

(ACELA1449)

Lesson 21: Sentences 44–45

Lesson 22: Parts of Sentences 46–47

Lesson 23: Kinds of Sentences 48–49

Identify the parts of a simple sentence that represent ‘What’s 

happening?’, ‘What state is being described?’, ‘Who or what is 

involved?’ and the surrounding circumstances (ACELA1451)

Lesson 22: Parts of Sentences 46–47

Lesson 23: Kinds of Sentences 48–49

Explore diff erences in words that represent people, places and things 

(nouns, including pronouns), happenings and states (verbs), qualities 

(adjectives) and details such as when, where and how (adverbs) 

(ACELA1452)

Lesson 1: Nouns 4–5

Lesson 2: Proper Nouns 6–7

Lesson 3: Plural Nouns 8–9

Lesson 4: Pronouns 10–11

Lesson 5: Using I 12–13

Lesson 6: Verbs 14–15

Lesson 7: Verbs Now 16–17

Lesson 8: Verbs in the Past 18–19

Lesson 9: Special Verbs 20–21

Lesson 10: Verbs with One or More Th an One 22–23

Lesson 11: Using Is and Are 24–25

Lesson 12: Using Was and Were 26–27

Lesson 13: Adjectives 28–29

Lesson 14: More Adjectives 30–31

Lesson 15: Other Adjectives 32–33

Lesson 16: Adjectives Th at Tell How Many 34–35

Lesson 17: Adverbs 36–37

Lesson 18: More Adverbs 38–39

Literature

Express preferences for specific texts and authors and listen to the 

opinions of others (ACELT1583)

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Discuss features of plot, character and setting in diff erent types of 

literature and explore some features of characters in diff erent texts 

(ACELT1584)

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Recreate texts imaginatively using drawing, writing, performance 

and digital forms of communication (ACELT1586)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91
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YEAR 1 (CONTINUED)

Content description Lesson Pages

Literacy

Engage in conversations and discussions, using active listening 

behaviours, showing interest, and contributing ideas, information 

and questions (ACELY1656)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Use interaction skills including turn-taking, recognising the 

contributions of others, speaking clearly and using appropriate 

volume and pace (ACELY1788)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning 

about key events, ideas and information in texts that they listen to, 

view and read by drawing on growing knowledge of context, text 

structures and language features (ACELY1660)

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Create short imaginative and informative texts that show emerging 

use of appropriate text structure, sentence-level grammar, word 

choice, spelling, punctuation and appropriate multimodal elements, 

for example illustrations and diagrams (ACELY1661)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Reread student's own texts and discuss possible changes to improve 

meaning, spelling and punctuation (ACELY1662)

Lesson 30: Checking Your Writing 62–63

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

YEAR 2

Language

Understand that diff erent types of texts have identifi able text 

structures and language features that help the text serve its purpose 

(ACELA1463)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Recognise that capital letters signal proper nouns and commas are 

used to separate items in lists (ACELA1465)

Lesson 2: Proper Nouns 6–7

Lesson 26: Capitalising the Names and Titles of 

People
54–55

Lesson 27: Capitalising the Names of Special Places 56–57

Lesson 28: Capitalising the Names of Days and 

Months
58–59

Lesson 29: Capitalising the Titles of Books 60–61

Understand that nouns represent people, places, concrete objects and 

abstract concepts; that there are three types of nouns: common, 

proper and pronouns; and that noun groups/phrases can be expanded 

using articles and adjectives (ACELA1468)

Lesson 1: Nouns 4–5

Lesson 2: Proper Nouns 6–7

Lesson 3: Plural Nouns 8–9

Lesson 4: Pronouns 10–11

Lesson 5: Using I 12–13

Lesson 13: Adjectives 28–29

Lesson 14: More Adjectives 30–31

Lesson 15: Other Adjectives 32–33

Lesson 16: Adjectives Th at Tell How Many 34–35
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Links to the Australian Curriculum and NAPLAN

YEAR 2 (CONTINUED)

Content description Lesson Pages

Literature

Compare opinions about characters, events and settings in and 

between texts (ACELT1589)

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Identify aspects of diff erent types of literary texts that entertain, and 

give reasons for personal preferences (ACELT1590)

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Discuss the characters and settings of diff erent texts and explore 

how language is used to present these features in diff erent ways 

(ACELT1591)

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Literacy

Listen for specifi c purposes and information, including instructions, 
and extend students’ own and others' ideas in discussions 
(ACELY1666)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Use interaction skills including initiating topics, making positive 
statements and voicing disagreement in an appropriate manner, 
speaking clearly and varying tone, volume and pace appropriately 
(ACELY1789)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Create short imaginative, informative and persuasive texts using 
growing knowledge of text structures and language features for 
familiar and some less familiar audiences, selecting print and 
multimodal elements appropriate to the audience and purpose 
(ACELY1671)

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Reread and edit text for spelling, sentence-boundary punctuation 
and text structure (ACELY1672)

Lesson 30: Checking Your Writing 62–63

Lesson 31: Descriptions 68–73

Lesson 32: Instructions 74–79

Lesson 33: Book Reports 80–85

Lesson 34: Stories 86–91

Source: Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) 2014, Australian Curriculum: English v7.2,

 http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10
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What are the links between WRITE! and the National Assessment Program – 

Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)?

One particular focus of the WRITE! series is the teaching of genre-based writing. In Part II: Models 
(Lessons 31–34) of Books A–B, students are asked to respond to writing prompts in four different genres 
and then use genre-specific checklists to assess whether or not they have fulfilled the requirements of the 
task.

This approach to writing instruction has considerable relevance in relation to NAPLAN’s writing task, 
which constitutes one of four tested areas in the multi-disciplinary assessment taken by all Australian 
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. In this task, students are provided with a prompt and asked to respond in 
one of two text types: persuasive writing and narrative writing. These passages are then marked using the 
NAPLAN rubric specific to that test type. To demonstrate the correspondences between WRITE! lessons 
and the NAPLAN marking criteria, the following table displays a simplified version of the NAPLAN 
rubric showing the ten key criteria for each type of writing. 

Persuasive writing Narrative writing

1. Audience Th e writer’s capacity to orient, engage and 

persuade the reader

Th e writer’s capacity to orient, engage and aff ect 

the reader

2. Text structure Th e organisation of the structural components of a 

persuasive text (introduction, body and conclusion) 

into an appropriate and eff ective text structure

Th e organisation of narrative features including 

orientation, complication and resolution into an 

appropriate and eff ective text structure

3. Ideas Th e selection, relevance and elaboration of ideas 

for a persuasive argument

Th e creation, selection and crafting of ideas for a 

narrative

4. Persuasive devices Th e use of a range of persuasive devices to enhance 

the writer’s position and persuade the reader

Character: Th e portrayal and development of 

character

Setting: Th e development of a sense of place, time 

and atmosphere

5. Vocabulary Th e range and precision of contextually 

appropriate language choices

Th e range and precision of language choices

6. Cohesion Th e control of multiple threads and relationships 

across the text, achieved through the use of 

referring words, ellipsis, text connectives, 

substitutions and word associations

Th e control of multiple threads and relationships 

over the whole text, achieved through the use of 

referring words, substitutions, word associations 

and text connectives

7. Paragraphing Th e segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists 

the reader to follow the line of argument

Th e segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists 

the reader to negotiate the narrative

8. Sentence structure Th e production of grammatically correct, 

structurally sound and meaningful sentences

Th e production of grammatically correct, 

structurally sound and meaningful sentences

9. Punctuation Th e use of correct and appropriate punctuation to 

aid the reading of the text

Th e use of correct and appropriate punctuation to 

aid reading of the text

10. Spelling Th e accuracy of spelling and the diffi  culty of the 

words used

Th e accuracy of spelling and the diffi  culty of the 

words used

Source: ACARA, “Writing,” National Assessment Program, http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/writing/writing.html

After using the WRITE! series, your students will be confident in responding to prompts and checking 
their work against available criteria, ensuring that they are prepared to meet the writing challenge set by 
NAPLAN and other standardised tests.

Note: Full versions of the NAPLAN rubrics can be found in the marking guides for persuasive and 
narrative writing (available at http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/writing/writing.html), which include an 
explanation of how points are distributed as well as notes and samples for each criterion.
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Match each noun with its picture.

Write
Finish the weather report. Use nouns from the box.

Le
ss

o
n

 1

school

boy

car

foot

The ___________________ shines now.

A big ___________________ will come.

Some ___________________ will fall.

Rain will fall in the ___________________.

Your ___________________ needs a hat!

mother city cloud sun rain

9© 2015 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781760013578 • CA9221

Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

orange    bats    biscuit    cup

girls    plates    bees    clouds

Practise
Write the correct plural noun for each picture.

Use the plural nouns from the box.

Write
Help Ceci write her list. Use nouns from the box.

Add s to each noun to make it a plural noun.

three blue  _______________________

four juicy  _______________________

two sweet  _______________________

two wooden  _____________________

1.   ____________________________

2.   ____________________________

3.   ____________________________

4.   ____________________________

Le
ss

o
n

 3
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Golden Market    Spots    Cody    Green Street

Practise
Match each proper noun with its picture.

Write
Finish the map. Use proper nouns from the box.

Lake Elmo

Todd School

Susan

Chirpy

Le
ss

o
n

 2
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Circle the pronouns that take the place of the words in 

red.

1. The truck goes down the road.

It goes down the road.

2. Maria plays in the park.

She plays in the park.

3. Where did the children go?

Where did they go?

4. Joe likes to swim.

He likes to swim.

Write
Finish the report about Balto. Use pronouns from the 

box.

He    They    It    They

The aeroplane could not fly. ___________ was broken. 

Balto had to pull the medicine on his sled. ___________ 

ran very fast. Balto and the other dogs ran in 

cold weather. ___________ all ran in deep 

snow. ___________ saved the children!

Le
ss

o
n

 4

ANSWER KEY PART I
Lesson 1, page 5 Lesson 2, page 7

Lesson 3, page 9 Lesson 4, page 11

sun

girls

clouds
bees

plates

cups
It

He

They
They

oranges
biscuits

bats

Cody

Spots

Golden Market

Green Street
cloud
rain

city

mother
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Dear Grandma,

I read a book with Bo. ___________ and ___________ 

read a book. I made a picture with Alec. ___________ and 

___________ made a picture. I wrote a story with Kimi. 

___________ and ___________ wrote a story. I sang a song 

with Chan. ___________ and ___________ sang a song.

Love,

Rob

Le
ss

o
n

 5Practise
Tick the □ after each correct sentence.

1. My friends and I went to the beach. □

 I and my friends went to the beach. □

2. I and Kara jumped in the water. □

 Kara and I jumped in the water. □

3. I and Jana played with a ball. □

 Jana and I played with a ball. □

4. Matt and I fed a bird. □

 I and Matt fed a bird. □

Write
Read the letter. Write the name and I to finish each sentence.

17© 2015 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781760013578 • CA9221

Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
The verb in each sentence shows what is happening now.

Circle the verb.

1. The rabbit runs fast.

2. The turtle walks down the street.

3. The rabbit sleeps under a tree.

4. The turtle wins the race.

Write
Write the verb that tells what is happening now. Use the verbs 

in the box.

Today Nina __________________ on the monkey bars.

Today we ________________ our names on our essays.

Today Erik __________________ to the music.

Today I __________________ flour and water.

Today Dad __________________ the trailer.

mix    tows    write    swings    dances

Le
ss

o
n

 7

15© 2015 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781760013578 • CA9221

Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Match each verb with its picture.

Write
Write the verb that finishes each sentence.

Randy ________________ jokes.

Dino ________________ three balls.

Tina ________________ the flute.

Two girls ________________ on the stage.

The noisy fans ________________.

plays    shout    dance    juggles    tells

Le
ss

o
n

 6

paints

zips

quack

swim
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Circle the verbs that tell what happened in the past.

1. Yoshi walked down the street.

2. He waited at the corner.

3. He crossed at the light.

4. Tory called to Yoshi.

5. The two friends talked.

Write
Write the correct verb to finish each sentence. Use the 

verbs in the box.

The children __________________ a broken window.

They __________________ flowers in the garden.

The children __________________ a fence white.

Two children _______________ the messy playground.

They __________________ for a long time.

Le
ss

o
n

 8

worked    planted    fixed    cleaned    painted

Lesson 5, page 13 Lesson 6, page 15

Lesson 7, page 17 Lesson 8, page 19

Bo I

Kimi
IChan

I

swings
write
dances

mix
tows

fixed

planted

painted

cleaned

worked

shout

plays
dance

tells
juggles

Alec
I

✓

✓
✓

✓
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Tick the □ after each sentence that tells what happened in the 

past.

1. Our dads make pizza. □

 Our dads made pizza. □

2. We ate it all. □

 We eat it all. □

3. I give a piece to Bert. □

 I gave a piece to Bert. □

4. I find empty plates. □

 I found empty plates. □

Write
Finish the letter about the birthday party. Choose the verbs 

that show what happened in the past.

Le
ss

o
n

 9

We ________________ a craft project.

Then we _________________ on a hunt. 

Our team _________________ the treasure. 

I _______________ my friends lolly bags. 

They ________________ the bags home.

go      went

find   found

do        did

gave    give

take    took
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Circle is or are to finish each sentence.

1. The brownies
 

is    are
 
on the tray.

2. This drink
 

is    are
 
cold!

3. The popcorn
 

is    are
 
fresh.

4. The three bags
 

is    are
 
full.

5. The girls
 

is    are
 
excited.

Write
Rasul wrote another ad for the bake sale. Finish the ad. Use is 

or are to complete each sentence.

The Tasty Treat Shop ___________ open at eight. Our 

pastries ___________ so tasty. They sell out before nine! Our 

bread ___________ fresh. The workers ___________ friendly. 

Our prices cannot be beaten!

Le
ss

o
n

 1
1
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Circle the correct verb to finish each sentence.

1. One girl    pet   pets  the lamb.

2. Two boys    pet   pets  the cow.

3. One zoo keeper    work  works  with the lion.

4. Two zoo keepers    work  works  with the bears.

Write
Finish the list from the zoo trip.

Choose the correct verb from each box.

One zebra ______________ in the yard.

Two birds ______________ at the food.

One snake ______________ into his cage.

Three monkeys __________ in the tree.

Four baby foxes __________ in a log.

   run   runs

 pecks   peck

 slide   slides

 jumps  jump

 sleep  sleeps

Le
ss

o
n

 1
0
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Circle was or were to finish each sentence.

1. Last summer Lil and Ty
 
 was  were

 
on a cricket team.

2. The team name  was  were
 
the Yabbies.

3. The team shirts
 
 was  were

 
blue.

4. Lil
 
 was  were

 
a good bowler.

5. She and Ty
 
 was  were

 
the best fielders.

Write
Addie wrote more about Don Bradman. Finish her 

report. Use was or were to complete each sentence.

Don Bradman _____________ ready for his first big 

test match. Some people _____________ worried about 

his fitness. But Bradman _____________ a good player. 

Fans loved him. They _____________ happy when he 

did well. They started to cheer for him! Don Bradman 

_____________ a great cricketer.

Le
ss

o
n

 1
2

Lesson 9, page 21 Lesson 10, page 23

Lesson 11, page 25 Lesson 12, page 27

did

was
were
was

were

was

is
are

is are

went
found

gave

took

runs
peck
slides

jump
sleep

✓

✓

✓

✓



16 CA92219 • 9781760013585 • © 2015 Hawker Brownlow Education

WRITE! Teacher Guide A
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Write each adjective under the picture it tells about.

Write
Kari wrote a poem. Choose an adjective from the box to write 

on each line.

Le
ss

o
n

 1
3

Time to Go!

The __________________ light means “go.”

The __________________ light means “stop.”

These __________________ lights keep me safe!

The _____________ bus goes down the road.

Riding the bus is something I like!

__________________ __________________

__________________ __________________

round    square    red    small

green     round     huge     red
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Circle the adjective in each sentence that tells how something 

tastes or smells.

1. I took a bite of a sour apple.

2. I ate some of the spicy dip.

3. Who put their stinky shoes here?

4. Open the window and let in the fresh air.

5. Have a slice of this sweet watermelon.

Write
Write about your favourite food. Tell how it smells and tastes.

My favourite food is __________________. It smells 

__________________. It tastes __________________. I could 

eat my favourite food every day.

Le
ss

o
n

 1
5
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Write each adjective under the picture it tells about.

Write
Look at the pictures above. Write two sentences about 

each picture. Use an adjective in each sentence. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

quiet   upset   loud   sleepy   furry   sad

__________________ __________________

__________________ __________________

__________________ __________________

Le
ss

o
n

 1
4
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Look at the picture. Then finish each sentence. Choose 

the correct adjective from the box.

1. This house has ________________ windows.

2. It has ________________ door.

3. ________________ trees grow in the front yard.

4. ________________ steps lead to the front door.

Write
Write about your house. Finish each sentence with an 

adjective that tells how many.

My house has ________________ windows. It has 

_________________ doors. It has _______________ 

rooms. __________________ people live in my house.

Le
ss

o
n

 1
6

one    Four    Three    six

Lesson 13, page 29 Lesson 14, page 31

Lesson 15, page 33 Lesson 16, page 35

green

six

Three
one

Four

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary. Answers will vary.

red
round

round

small

square

upset
loud

sad

quiet
sleepy

furry

huge

red
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Circle the adverbs in each sentence.

1. I can quickly clean the kitchen.

2. Tarquin gently washes the glasses.

3. We happily swept the floor.

4. The dishes crashed loudly.

5. We looked at the mess sadly.

Write
Salim is making a sandwich. Finish each sentence. Choose the 

correct adverb from the box.

Use the knife  _________________ .

Spread peanut butter  ___________ .

Put jam on  ___________________ .

Cut the bread  _________________ .

Eat your sandwich _____________ !

Le
ss

o
n

 1
7

careful  carefully

smoothly smooth

lightly  light

slow  slowly

happy  happily
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Match the words to the contraction. Put in the missing (’).

 Two Words Contractions

1. are not don t

2. do not didn t

3. did not aren t

4. is not isn t

Write
Mr Hayden’s class made signs for the lunch area. Write the 

contraction for the words in red.

Do not forget to clean up. ______________________________

We did not forget to wash the table. ______________________

These tables are not for primary students. __________________

There is not any dessert today! ___________________________

Do not forget to eat fruit. _______________________________

Le
ss

o
n

 1
9
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Read each sentence. Circle the adverb that tells when or 

where.

1. The bus arrived early.

2. I came to school late.

3. Put the book back.

4. Lisa left her hat outside.

5. Today I will buy my lunch.

Write
Angie wrote about a race. Finish each sentence with the 

correct adverb from the box.

__________ I ran in a race. The race was __________ 

at my school. We ran __________ near the playground. I 

ran fast. __________ the race was over. I did not win the 

race, but I had fun!

Le
ss

o
n

 1
8

outside    here    Today    Soon
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing

Practise
Read the sentences. Circle the correct homophone.

1. Do you
  

any fish?

2. The fish are in the
  

.

3. I am going
  

the food truck.

4. Can you get me
  

potato cakes?

5.  The sky is very
  

.

Write
Jess wrote a story. Finish her story. Choose the correct 

homophone from the box.

to   two

for  four

sea  see

won  one

for  four

Le
ss

o
n

 2
0

My team went ___________ the game.

I got __________________ goals.

Did you _______________ me?

We ________________ the game.

The crowd was happy ___________ us.

sea   see

sea   see

to   two

to   two

blew blue

Lesson 17, page 37

Lesson 19, page 41

Lesson 18, page 39

Lesson 20, page 43

carefully

Don’t

’

’

’

’

to

four
see

won

for

didn’t

aren’t

isn’t

Don’t

here

Soon

Today
outsidesmoothly

lightly

slowly

happily
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Part I: Foundations – B. Giving Form to Writing

Practise
Write the first word of each sentence correctly.

1. the friends play basketball.  ___________________________

2. many players wear hats.  _____________________________

3. one boy passes the ball.  _____________________________

4. his sister misses the ball.  ____________________________

5. the sun is in her eyes.  _______________________________

Write
Write these sentences correctly.

Add capital letters and full stops.

the students ride on the bus

____________________________________________________

they go to the zoo

____________________________________________________

the bears look sleepy

____________________________________________________

the monkeys are funny

____________________________________________________

Le
ss

o
n

 2
1
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Part I: Foundations – B. Giving Form to Writing

1. It is time for the game. _______

2. Are we going to warm up? _______

3. Is Lin playing in midfield? _______

4. Matt will kick off. _______

Write
Write three questions you might ask a friend. Write an answer 

for each question. Your answers should be statements.

___________________________________________________ ?

___________________________________________________ .

___________________________________________________ ?

___________________________________________________ .

___________________________________________________ ?

___________________________________________________ .

Le
ss

o
n

 2
3

Practise
Write S if the sentence tells something. Write Q if the sentence 

asks something.
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Part I: Foundations – B. Giving Form to Writing

Practise
Match the parts of these sentences.

Write
You matched the naming parts and action parts of the 

sentences above. Now write the complete sentences.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Naming Parts

The ship

Stars

The sailors on the ship

A tree

Action Parts

see an island.

grows on the island.

sails on the sea.

twinkle in the sky.

Le
ss

o
n

 2
2
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Part I: Foundations – B. Giving Form to Writing

Practise
Match each statement with a question.

Write
Change the statements into questions.

This is your favourite game.

______________________________________________ ?

You can teach me how to play.

______________________________________________ ?

We should play in the kitchen.

______________________________________________ ?

You do know how to play.

______________________________________________ ?

Le
ss

o
n

 2
4

Boats do go down the river.

That boat is a tugboat.

Tugboats can pull large boats.

We will go for a boat ride.

Can tugboats pull big boats?

Will we go for a boat ride?

Is that boat a tugboat?

Do boats go down the river?

QuestionsStatements

Lesson 21, page 45 Lesson 22, page 47

Lesson 23, page 49 Lesson 24, page 51

The students ride on the bus. The ship sails on the sea.
Stars twinkle in the sky.

The sailors on the ship see 

an island.
A tree grows on the island.

S

Q

Q

S

They go to the zoo.

The bears look sleepy.

The
Many

One
His

The

The monkeys are funny.

Is this your favourite game?

Can you teach me how to play?

Should we play in the kitchen?

Do you know how to play?

Answers will vary.
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Answer Key Part I
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Part I: Foundations – B. Giving Form to Writing

Practise
Circle the question word in

each sentence.

1. Who sailed a ship?

2. What did the sailor find?

3. Where did he land?

4. When was his trip?

5. Why did he make this trip?

Write
What do you want to learn about? Write questions you want to 

have answered. Use each question word in the box.

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Le
ss

o
n

 2
5

Captain Cook

Where    What    Who    Why    When
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Part I: Foundations – C. Giving Voice to Writing

Practise
Tick the □ after each correct sentence.

1. I live in coal city. □

 I live in Coal City. □

2. We go to Ascot Primary School. □

 We go to ascot primary school. □

3. Is goose lake near your school? □

 Is Goose Lake near your school? □

4. My school is on Grand Road. □

 My school is on grand road. □

Write
Pita wrote directions to her school. Write the names of the 

special places correctly.

Start at willow lake. ____________________________

Go around bluebell hill. _________________________

Walk on baker street. ___________________________

Pass herman park. ______________________________

Here is colville school. __________________________

Le
ss

o
n

 2
7
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Part I: Foundations – C. Giving Voice to Writing

Practise
Circle the letters that should be capital letters. Then 

write the names and titles correctly.

1. My teacher is mrs denton.

 ____________________________________________

2. My doctor is dr jones.

 ____________________________________________

3. My neighbour is miss singh.

 ____________________________________________

4. mr amaro lives next door.

 ____________________________________________

Write
Finish the sentences with the names of people you 

know. Put capital letters where they are needed.

My next-door neighbour is ________________________.

My history teacher is _____________________________.

__________________________________ sits next to me.

___________________________________ is my doctor.

Le
ss

o
n

 2
6
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Part I: Foundations – C. Giving Voice to Writing

Practise
Circle each month or day that is written correctly.

1. Tuesday 4. December

tuesday  december

2. april 5. sunday

April  Sunday

3. Friday 6. September

friday  september

Write
Reese wrote about his trip. Write the names of the 

months or days correctly.

In july we went on a school trip.  ____________________

On monday we walked up a hill.  ____________________

We had baked beans on tuesday.  ____________________

We came home on saturday.  _______________________

We will go again next august.  ______________________

Le
ss

o
n

 2
8

Lesson 25, page 53 Lesson 26, page 55

Lesson 27, page 57 Lesson 28, page 59

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

July

Monday

Tuesday

Saturday

August

Mrs Denton

Dr Jones

Miss Singh

Mr Amaro

Willow Lake

Bluebell Hill

Baker Street

Herman Park

Colville School

✓

✓

✓

✓
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Part I: Foundations – C. Giving Voice to Writing

Practise
Find the book title in each sentence. Underline the title. 

Circle the letters that should be capital letters.

1. Last summer I read the lost bear.

2. Mr Burns read happy harry aloud to the class.

3. tales of the sea is a book about ships and sailors.

4. What do you think farm animals is about?

Write
A reading log is where you write about books that you have 

read. Finish this reading log. Write about two books that you 

have read.

Title:  _______________________________________________

Author: _____________________________________________

What I liked:  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Title: _______________________________________________

Author: _____________________________________________

What I liked:  ________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Le
ss

o
n

 2
9
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Part I: Foundations – D. Checking Your Writing

Practise
Read the story. Circle the five words that should begin 

with capital letters. Put a full stop or a question mark at 

the end of each sentence.

Tomorrow i will see dr soto  I am

not sick  I am happy  why am I happy

to see this doctor  Dr soto is my

grandmother

Write
Read the story. Circle seven mistakes. Then write the 

story correctly.

i like fishing with my dad  We go out in our new 

boat  We take drinks and many snacks  just one thing is 

usually missing  There are no fish

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Le
ss

o
n

 3
0

Lesson 29, page 61 Lesson 30, page 63

Prepare for a Test

The lesson numbers in which the skill is taught appear in parentheses after the answer choice.

Selection 1

Page 64

 1.  A (21)

 2.  C (2)

Page 65

 3. D (12)

 4. B (9)

 5. A (2, 26)

 6. C (8)

 7. C (23)

 8. B (19)

 9. C (20)

 10. D (19)

Selection 2

Page 66

11. D (23)

12. C (27)

Page 67

13. B (9)

14. C (20)

15. A (28)

16. C (28)

17. B (20)

18. C (5)

19. B (12)

20. D (3)

Answers will vary.

  I like fishing with my dad. 
We go out in our new boat. We 
take drinks and many snacks. 
Just one thing is usually 
missing. There are no fish.

.
.

.
?

.
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Answer Key Part I

SELECTION 1

Page 64

 1.  � � � �

 2.  � � � �

Page 65

 3. � � � �

 4. � � � �

 5. � � � �

 6. � � � �

 7. � � � �

 8. � � � �

 9. � � � �

 10. � � � �

SELECTION 2

Page 66

11. � � � �

12. � � � �

Page 67

13. � � � �

14. � � � �

15. � � � �

16. � � � �

17. � � � �

18. � � � �

19. � � � �

20. � � � �

WRITE! BOOK A ANSWER FORM

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Teacher: __________________________________________________  Year: _______________

Prepare for a Test, Part I
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ANSWER KEY PART II

LESSON 31: Descriptions

Page 69 Answers for the graphic organiser may 
vary. Sample answers are given.

LESSON 32: Instructions

Page 75 Answers for the graphic organiser may 
vary. Sample answers are given.

LESSON 33: Book Reports

Page 81 Answers for the graphic organiser may 
vary. Sample answers are given.

LESSON 34: Stories

Page 87 Answers for the graphic organiser may 
vary. Sample answers are given.
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Part II: Models

Le
ss

o
n

 3
2

Graphic organisers help you get ready to write. The writer of 

“How to Make a Healthy Snack” used a Step-by-Step Chart. 

Read “How to Make a Healthy Snack” again. Then complete 

the Step-by-Step Chart.

Ask a grown-up to cut an apple.

Spread peanut butter on the apple.

FIRST

NEXT

LAST

A Step-by-Step Chart helps writers 

plan the steps in instructions.

Using Graphic Organisers

Put apple pieces on a plate.
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Part II: Models

Le
ss

o
n

 3
1

Graphic organisers help you get ready to write. The writer of 

the description on the previous page used a Word Web. Read 

the description again. Then complete the Word Web.

A Word Web helps writers th ink of 

the best words to describe something.

My Shoes

SOUND

___________________________

___________________________

LOOK

___________________________

___________________________

FEEL

smooth on top___________________________

___________________________

SMELL

like leather___________________________

___________________________

Using Graphic Organisers

bumpy on
bottom

like stinky 
feet

white and red

two straps

straps go

rrrrip
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Part II: Models

Le
ss

o
n

 3
3

Graphic organisers help you get ready to write. The writer of 

the book report on the previous page used a Book Report Chart. 

Read the report again. Then complete the Book Report Chart.

Title: Splish, Splash!

Author: Sarah Weeks

The book is about _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

I like this book because ______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

A Book Report Chart helps writers 

remember what to put in a book report.

Using Graphic Organisers

animals in a tub.

the animals have fun.
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Part II: Models

Le
ss

o
n

 3
4

Graphic organisers help you get ready to write. The writer of 

“Tony’s Loose Tooth” used a Story Map. Read the story again. 

Write or draw what happens in the middle of the story.

A Story Map helps writers plan a story.

Tony’s front tooth is loose.

➨

BEGINNING

➨

Tony takes a bite of an apple.

His tooth comes out.

MIDDLE

ENDING

Using Graphic Organisers

Tony eats a sandwich, chews popcorn 
and brushes his teeth. Tony’s loose 
tooth won’t come out.
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Tools for Writing – Writing Prompts

WRITING PROMPTS

On pages 23–24 are some additional prompts for writing genres.

Descriptions

Easy

• Write a description of your favourite toy.

• Write a description of your favourite holiday.

• Write a description of someone in your family.

Average

• Write a description of someplace you go to have fun.

• Write a description of something you wear in the summer.

• Write a description of something you use everyday.

Challenging

• Write a description of the perfect place for a picnic.

• Write a description of your classroom.

• Write a description of a musical instrument.

Instructions

Easy

• Write instructions for making toast.

• Write instructions for putting on socks and shoes.

• Write instructions for washing your face

Average

• Write instructions for taking care of a pet.

• Write instructions for tying shoelaces.

• Write instructions for getting along with a member of your family.

Challenging

• Write instructions for how to make friends at school.

• Write funny instructions for how to take care of a pet dinosaur.

• Write a set of instructions someone might leave for a babysitter, telling the sitter how to take 

care of you.
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Book Reports

Easy

• Write a book report about a picture book. Tell why you did or didn’t like the pictures.

• Write a book report about a book that has animal characters.

• Write a book report about a book you think your best friend should read.

Average

• Write a book report about a book you think someone in your family should read. Tell why you 

think this person should read the book.

• Write a book report about a book that has an interesting main character. Tell why you think this 

character is interesting.

• Write a letter to a friend. Tell your friend about a book you read.

Challenging

• Write a letter to the author of a book you read. Tell the author what you did or did not like 

about the book.

• Write a book report about a nonfi ction book. Tell what you learnt from reading the book.

• Write a letter to one of the characters in a book you read. Tell why you did or didn’t like what 

the character did in the book.

Stories

Easy

• Write a story that takes place in a castle.

• Write a story about a mouse and a cat.

• Write a story about a brother and a sister.

Average

• Write a story about a special hat.

• Write a story that takes place during a bad storm.

• Write a story about a character that fi nds a key.

Challenging

• Write a story about a character who receives a letter.

• Write a story about a character who wants a pet.

• Write a story about a computer that has feelings.
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Tools for Writing – Graphic Organisers

Descriptions

Instructions

Planning Chart Sequence Map

Five-Point Star Chart

Write descriptive words next to the appropriate 
point of the star.

S
e

e

Hear

T
o
uch

Smell

T
as

te

GRAPHIC ORGANISERS

On pages 25–26 are some additional graphic organisers that can be used to gather and structure information 
for various writing genres.

What ____

Looks

Like

What ____

Sounds

Like

What ____

Tastes

Like

What ____

Smells 

Like

What ____

Feels

Like

Materials:

Steps:

1.

2.

3.

4.

1

2

3

4

5

Five Senses Chart
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Stories

Book Reports

Book Report Pyramid Book Report Chart

Main Character Web Keywords Chart

Main

Character

Draw a Picture Keyword

What:

When:

Where:

Who:

Author:

Title of book:

Thoughts

Actions

Feelings

Characters:

Setting:

Problem:

Solution:

I like this book because

____________________

Title of

book: 
__________

Author:
__________
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Introduction

SELECTION 1

Page 64

 1.  � � � �

 2.  � � � �

Page 65

 3. � � � �

 4. � � � �

 5. � � � �

 6. � � � �

 7. � � � �

 8. � � � �

 9. � � � �

 10. � � � �

SELECTION 2

Page 66

11. � � � �

12. � � � �

Page 67

13. � � � �

14. � � � �

15. � � � �

16. � � � �

17. � � � �

18. � � � �

19. � � � �

20. � � � �

WRITE! BOOK A ANSWER FORM

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Teacher: __________________________________________________  Year: _______________

Prepare for a Test, Part I

Tools for Writing – Answer Form for Prepare for a Test, Part I
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STUDENT CHECKLIST FOR DESCRIPTIONS

Descriptions ✓

I responded directly to the prompt.

I used words that tell how a person, place or thing looks.

I used words that tell how a person, place or thing sounds.

I used words that tell how a person, place or thing feels.

I used words that tell how a person, place or thing smells.

I used words that tell how something tastes.

Sentences ✓

My sentences have a naming part and an action part.

Words in Sentences ✓

I used plural nouns correctly.

I used special verbs correctly.

Capitalisation and Punctuation ✓

I began each sentence with a capital letter.

I ended each statement with a full stop.
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Tools for Writing – Student Checklists

STUDENT CHECKLIST FOR INSTRUCTIONS

Instructions ✓

I responded directly to the prompt.

I told all the steps in the right order.

I used the words first, next and last.

Sentences ✓

My sentences have a naming part and an action part.

Words in Sentences ✓

I used plural nouns correctly.

I used is and are correctly.

I used the correct homophone.

Capitalisation and Punctuation ✓

I began each sentence with a capital letter.

I ended each statement with a full stop.
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STUDENT CHECKLIST FOR BOOK REPORTS

Book Reports ✓

I responded directly to the prompt.

I told the name of the book.

I told who wrote the book.

I told what the book is about.

Sentences ✓

My sentences have a naming part and an action part.

Words in Sentences ✓

I used I and me correctly.

I used am, is and are correctly.

I used was and were correctly.

Capitalisation and Punctuation ✓

I began each sentence with a capital letter.

I capitalised the names of people.

I capitalised the important words in the title of a book.

I underlined the title of a book.
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Tools for Writing – Student Checklists

STUDENT CHECKLIST FOR STORIES

Stories ✓

I responded directly to the prompt.

My story has a title.

My story has a main character.

My story has a beginning, middle and ending.

Sentences ✓

My sentences have a naming part and an action part.

Words in Sentences ✓

I used verbs correctly

I used pronouns correctly.

Capitalisation and Punctuation ✓

I began each sentence with a capital letter.

I ended each statement with a full stop.
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RUBRIC FOR DESCRIPTIONS

Th is rubric is based on a point scale of 1 to 4. It can be used to score descriptions.

   A score of 4 means that the 
writer

❏ responds directly to the prompt

❏ tells the subject clearly at the 
beginning of the description

❏ uses words that tell how something 
looks, sounds, feels, smells and tastes

❏ almost always uses clear and 
complete sentences

❏ almost always uses the correct form 
of words

❏ almost always uses capital letters 
correctly

❏ almost always ends sentences with 
the correct end mark

A score of 3 means that
the writer

❏ responds to the prompt

❏ tells the subject towards the 
beginning of the description

❏ uses some words that tell how 
something looks, sounds, feels, 
smells and tastes

❏ usually uses clear and complete 
sentences

❏ usually uses the correct form of 
words

❏ usually uses capital letters correctly

❏ usually ends sentences with the 
correct end mark

   A score of 2 means that the 
writer

❏ responds to the prompt in a general 
way

❏ tells the subject somewhere within 
the description

❏ uses a few words that tell how 
something looks, sounds, feels, 
smells and tastes

❏ uses some incomplete sentences

❏ uses some incorrect forms of words

❏ uses some capital letters incorrectly

❏ ends some sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark

   A score of 1 means that the 
writer

❏ does not respond to the prompt

❏ does not tell the subject

❏ fails to create a clear image for 
readers

❏ does not use words that tell how 
something looks, sounds, feels, 
smells and tastes

❏ uses several incomplete sentences

❏ uses many incorrect forms of words

❏ does not use capital letters correctly

❏ often ends sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark
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Tools for Writing – Rubrics

RUBRIC FOR INSTRUCTIONS

Th is rubric is based on a point scale of 1 to 4. It can be used to score instructions.

   A score of 4 means that the 
writer

❏ responds directly to the prompt

❏ uses time-order words

❏ presents the steps in a clear order

❏ almost always uses clear and 
complete sentences

❏ almost always uses the correct form 
of words

❏ almost always uses capital letters 
correctly

❏ almost always ends sentences with 
the correct end mark

   A score of 3 means that the 
writer

❏ responds to the prompt

❏ uses time-order words

❏ presents the steps in order

❏ usually uses clear and complete 
sentences

❏ usually uses the correct form of 
words

❏ usually uses capital letters correctly

❏ usually ends sentences with the 
correct end mark

   A score of 2 means that the 
writer

❏ responds to the prompt

❏ uses some time-order words

❏ presents the steps in a weak order

❏ uses some incomplete sentences

❏ uses some incorrect forms of words

❏ uses some capital letters incorrectly

❏ ends some sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark

   A score of 1 means that the 
writer

❏ does not respond to the prompt

❏ does not use time-order words

❏ presents the steps in an unclear 
order

❏ uses several incomplete sentences

❏ uses some incorrect forms of words

❏ does not use capital letters correctly

❏ often ends sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark
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RUBRIC FOR BOOK REPORTS

Th is rubric is based on a point scale of 1 to 4. It can be used to score book reports.

   A score of 4 means that the 
writer

❏ responds directly to the prompt

❏ tells the title of the book and the 
name of the author in the 
beginning of the book report

❏ almost always uses clear and 
complete sentences

❏ almost always uses the correct form 
of words

❏ almost always uses capital letters 
correctly

❏ almost always ends sentences with 
the correct end mark

    A score of 3 means that the 
writer

❏ responds to the prompt

❏ tells the title of the book and the 
name of the author towards the 
beginning of the book report

❏ usually uses clear and complete 
sentences

❏ usually uses the correct form of 
words

❏ usually uses capital letters correctly

❏ usually ends sentences with the 
correct end mark

   A score of 2 means that the 
writer

❏ responds to the prompt in a general 
way

❏ tells the title of the book and the 
name of the author somewhere in 
the book report

❏ uses some incomplete sentences

❏ uses some incorrect forms of words

❏ uses some capital letters incorrectly

❏ ends some sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark

    A score of 1 means that the 
writer

❏ does not respond to the prompt

❏ does not tell the title of the book or 
the name of the author in the book 
report

❏ uses many incomplete sentences

❏ uses many incorrect forms of words

❏ does not use capital letters correctly

❏ often ends sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark
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Tools for Writing – Rubrics

RUBRIC FOR STORIES

Th is rubric is based on a point scale of 1 to 4. It can be used to score stories.

    A score of 4 means that the 
writer

❏ responds directly to the prompt

❏ creates a title that grabs the interest 
of the reader

❏ creates a strong beginning, middle 
and ending

❏ creates an interesting main character

❏ almost always uses the correct 
forms of words

❏ almost always uses clear and 
complete sentences

❏ almost always uses capital letters 
correctly

❏ almost always ends sentences with 
the correct end mark

    A score of 3 means that the 
writer

❏ responds to the prompt

❏ creates a title that relates to the 
story

❏ creates a beginning, middle and 
ending

❏ develops a main character

❏ usually uses the correct forms of 
words

❏ usually uses clear and complete 
sentences

❏ usually uses capital letters correctly

❏ usually ends sentences with the 
correct end mark

    A score of 2 means that the 
writer

❏ responds to the prompt in a general 
way

❏ creates a title that relates somewhat 
to the story

❏ creates a weak beginning, middle 
or ending

❏ doesn’t develop a main character

❏ usually uses some incomplete 
sentences

❏ uses some incorrect forms of words

❏ uses some capital letters incorrectly

❏ ends some sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark

    A score of 1 means that the 
writer

❏ does not respond to the prompt

❏ creates a poor title or no title at all

❏ creates an unclear beginning, 
middle or ending

❏ fails to present a main character

❏ uses many incorrect forms of words

❏ uses many incomplete sentences

❏ uses some capital letters incorrectly

❏ ends some sentences with an 
incorrect end mark or without an 
end mark
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The best part of my description is__________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

The hardest part of writing a description was___________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

The sentence I like most is ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

Next time I want to describe _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

THINK ABOUT YOUR WRITING – Descriptions

You have written a description! Think about

what you have learnt. Finish these sentences.
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THINK ABOUT YOUR WRITING – instructions

You have written instructions! Think about

what you have learnt. Finish these sentences.

The best part of my instructions is _________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

The hardest part of writing instructions was_____________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

Next time I want to tell how to _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.
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THINK ABOUT YOUR WRITING – book reports

You have written a book report! Think about

what you have learnt. Finish these sentences.

The best part of my book report is ______________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________.

The hardest part of writing a book report was ___________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________.

I should have told more about__________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________.

The next time I write a book report, I will remember to____

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________.
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THINK ABOUT YOUR WRITING – stories

You have written a story! Think about

what you have learnt. Finish these sentences.

The best part of my story is___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

One thing I changed to make my story better was____________

________________________________________________________________________________.

One thing I added to my story to make it better was_________

________________________________________________________________________________.

Next time, I want to write a story about___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.
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Adjectives

Use this list of adjectives to tell about the people, places and things in 

your writing.

Size and Shape

Colour

Touch, Taste, Sound, Smell

big

flat

huge

large

little

long

round

short

small

square

thick

thin

tiny

wide

black

blue

brown

gold

grey

green

orange

pink

purple

red

white

yellow

bright

bumpy

cold

colourful

dry

fresh

furry

heavy

loud

noisy

quiet

salty

sharp

smooth

soft

sour

spicy

stinky

sweet

warm

wet
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Adjectives

Use this list of adjectives to tell about the people, places and things in 

your writing.

Feelings

How Many

afraid

angry

brave

cheerful

happy

hungry

lonely

nervous

proud

sad

scared

shy

silly

sleepy

unhappy

one

two

three

four

f ive

six

seven

eight

nine

ten

eleven

twelve

thirteen

fourteen

f ifteen

sixteen

seventeen

eighteen

nineteen

twenty

all

both

few

many

several

some
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Adverbs

Use this list of adverbs to help you choose the best word to show how, 

when or where something happens.

How

When

Where

bravely

brightly

carefully

deeply

easily

evenly

fearfully

f irmly

gently

happily

kindly

lightly

loudly

meanly

nearly

neatly

poorly

plainly

proudly

quickly

quietly

sadly

secretly

sharply

slowly

smoothly

softly

very

warmly

well

wildly

after

again

already

always

before

early

ever

late

later

next

now

often

once

someday

sometimes

soon

suddenly

then

today

tomorrow

tonight

yesterday

above

ahead

around

away

back

behind

below

beyond

down

far

forward

here

high

inside

near

out

outside

over

somewhere

there

under

up
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Homophones Sentences       

bare–bear Because the trees were bare, we could see the bear.

blew–blue The wind blew over the blue ocean.

dear–deer You are a dear to buy the baby a toy deer.

for–four We drove for four hours to get there.

hear– here We can’t hear the speaker over here.

hour–our Our grandmother will arrive in an hour.

knew–new Who knew Jack was getting a new puppy?

know–no I know that Maria has no plans for the weekend.

one–won One girl won the race.

right–write Do you write with your right hand?

sea–see Did you see any f ish in the sea?

to–too–two Two people arrived too late for the train to Sydney.

Contractions

Use these lists to help you write contractions correctly.

aren’t = are not

can’t = cannot

didn’t = did not

doesn’t = does not

don’t = do not

he’ll = he will

he’s = he is

I’ll = I will

I’m = I am

isn’t = is not

it’s = it is

she’ll = she will

she’s = she is

they’ll = they will

they’re = they are

wasn’t = was not

we’ll = we will

we’re = we are

won’t = will not

you’ll = you will

you’re = you are

Homophones

Homophones are words that are pronounced the same but have 

different spellings and different meanings. Use this list and these 

sample sentences to help you spell homophones correctly.
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GLOSSARY OF WRITING AND TESTING TERMS

Here are def initions of some terms found in WRITE! Book A.

characters: the people or animals in a story

description: writing that uses words to paint pictures for readers

draft: one version of a piece of writing

edit: to improve a piece of writing

graphic organiser: a chart or diagram that can help writers gather and 

sort information

instructions: writing that tells the steps to follow to do something

main idea: an important idea that is explained in detail

prompt: writing assignment

story: the telling of an event or a connected series of events; a story may 

be true or made up


