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WRITE! Student Book E

In the first sentence, the word child 

does not name a particular person. 

It’s a common noun. Fiona names a 

particular person. It’s a proper noun 

and is capitalised.

Some proper nouns, like Royal Perth 

Hospital, have more than one word. 

Each important word in a proper 

noun begins with a capital letter. 

Find two more proper nouns that 

have more than one word.

Think
Whenever you write, you use naming words 

called nouns. A noun is a word that names 

a person, place or thing.

Nouns such as mayor, school and month are 

called common nouns because they name 

any person, place or thing. Nouns such as 

Mayor Megan Hanson, Hillside School and 

February are called proper nouns. They 

name a particular person, place or thing. 

Begin all important words in a proper noun 

with a capital letter.

Common and
Proper Nouns

Study a Model
Read the true story about Dr Fiona Wood. 

The words in red are common nouns and the 

words in blue are proper nouns.

Common 

Nouns

Proper

Nouns

People
cousin

teacher

Robin

Nelson Mandela

Places
zoo

apartment

Lake Gairdner

Geraldton

Things
computer

sunset

July

Eureka Tower

As a child, Fiona dreamed of 

competing in the Olympics. Instead, 

she trained to be a doctor at St 

Thomas’s Hospital Medical School 

in England. After graduating, she 

married a Western Australian 

surgeon and took a job at Royal 

Perth Hospital. Today, Fiona is well 

known for her invention of spray-on 

skin. In 2005, she won the Western 

Australian Citizen of the Year award 

for her medical work.

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
duc

at
ion



5

Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing
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A common noun names any person, place or thing. A proper noun names a particular 

person, place or thing. Always capitalise each important word in a proper noun.

Write

Common Nouns Proper Nouns

1. creek a. Perth Glory

2. city b. Senator Hamilton

3. politician c. Cooper Creek

4. country d. Mount Gingera

5. team e. Toowoomba

6. mountain f. Ecuador

1. How did Tasmania get its name?

2. The state was named for a Dutch sailor, Abel Tasman.

3. Tasman spotted an island while aboard his ship Heemskerck.

4. He called the place Van Dieman’s Land to honour his 

sponsor, Governor-General Anthony van Diemen.

5. On 1 January 1856, Tasmania was officially renamed to 

celebrate its first European explorer.

B

C

Match each 

common 

noun with a 

proper noun.

Read each 

sentence. 

Write the 

common and 

proper nouns 

that are in the 

sentence.

Read the paragraph. Write the 11 common nouns. Also write the 10 proper 

nouns that should be capitalised. Don’t include a noun more than once.

Write a true story about a person 
you know who has done something 
special. Remember to capitalise all 
proper nouns.

Writing Tip
Whenever possible, use proper nouns 
instead of common nouns because they 
will make your writing more exact and 
exciting.
•   The shop sells decorations for the 

holiday. (vague and dull)
•   Susie’s Gift Shop sells decorations 

for Christmas. (more exact and 
exciting)

Last june, my class visited the town of glenrowan near the warby ranges 

in victoria. Glenrowan is the location where ned kelly, a famous Australian 

criminal, was captured by police. First, a guide showed us around the ned 

kelly memorial museum. We ate lunch at the little birdy cafe. Then we visited 

important historical sites like the railway reserve and the glenrowan inn. When 

we got back to school, our teacher taught us a folk song called “the bold kelly 

gang.”

A
Practise
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WRITE! Student Book E
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A Bushwalk
I adjusted my cap and checked my 

backpack for my water bottle. Then 
I eagerly began my walk on a scenic 
bushland trail. I took a deep breath. 
The crisp air had the minty, medicinal 
smell of the eucalyptus tree. The sandy 
earth crunched with every step I took. 
All around me were fluffy golden 
wattles and low grey saltbushes. A 
kookaburra’s laugh sounded just out 
of view, and a bold honeyeater darted 
ahead of me. My footsteps startled a 
small lizard warming itself on a rock. It 
skittered away.

The clear blue sky stretched 
like a silk canopy overhead. It was 
interrupted only by rows of craggy 
mountains in the distance. I stopped 
to snack on slices of a sweet orange. 
Before I set out on the trail again, I 
snapped a picture of a crimson waratah 
flower. The distinctive flower looked 
vibrant against the green foliage 
surrounding it. When I get home, this 
striking image will remind me of the 
beauty of the bush.

❉ Show instead of tell. Use your five 
senses to think of words and details 
that describe the subject. When 
describing a scene, ask yourself these 
questions: What can I see? Hear? Smell? 
Taste? Touch?

❉ Create a clear beginning, middle and 
ending. Arrange the details in a sensible 
order.

❉ Introduce the subject clearly at the 
beginning.

❉ Use transition words or phrases, such 
as above, below, in the middle, next to or 
far from, to connect the details.

❉ Use comparisons to paint pictures 
with words. A simile uses the word like 
or as to compare two different things. 
(The thunder sounded like a drum roll.) 
A metaphor does not use like or as. A 
metaphor suggests that one thing is 
the other thing. (The cat’s green eyes 
are sparkling emeralds.)

❉ In your ending, sum up your impression 
of your subject with a concluding 
statement.

Writing Tips

Descriptions

Read the description written in response to the prompt. Then read the Writing 

Tips to learn more about descriptions.

Write a description of a fun place to be.

Here is a sample writing prompt for a description.

In Lessons 31–37, use what you’ve learnt in Part I to WRITE!

In your writing, you often describe people, places or things. When you write descriptions, 

your purpose is to create clear and vivid images in your readers’ mind. To do this, use 

exact words and words that relate to the senses.
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Part II: Models
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A Senses Chart helps 

writers gather sensory 

details about their 

subject. These details 

can then be used to 

write the description.

Sight
scenic trail, golden wattles, grey saltbushes, 

honeyeater, lizard, blue sky, craggy 

mountains, crimson waratah flower

Sound footsteps crunching, kookaburra laughing

Taste sweet orange slices

Touch sandy earth, fluffy wattles

Smell minty, medicinal

Le
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Before you write, use graphic organisers. These charts and diagrams can help you think 

about, gather and arrange information for your description.

The person who wrote the description of a bushwalk on page 76 might have used a 

Senses Chart, such as the one below.

A Sensory Words Web helps writers think of the best words to 

create clear, vivid images in readers’ minds.

Bushwalk

Sight Sound

Touch

Smell Taste

crunched, 

laughed

A Sensory Words Web is another way writers can gather sensory words. Read the 

description of the bushwalk on page 76 again. If you had written this description, how 

would you have filled in this web? Two sensory words have already been entered in the 

Sound oval. Fill in the other ovals with sensory words used to describe the bushwalk.

Using Graphic Organisers
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A score of 4 means that the writer
❑ connects the writing directly to the prompt
❑ almost always uses the correct forms of 

words
❑ almost always uses capitalisation, 

punctuation and indentation correctly
❑ almost always uses clear and complete 

sentences and includes variety in sentences
❑ introduces the subject clearly at the 

beginning of the description
❑ creates a clear beginning, middle and 

ending
❑ includes many interesting details and 

sensory words to create a strong image for 
readers

❑ arranges details in a sensible order and 
uses appropriate transition words to 
connect them

❑ uses comparisons that make the image 
clear

A score of 3 means that the writer
❑ connects the writing to the prompt
❑ usually uses the correct forms of words
❑ usually uses capitalisation, punctuation 

and indentation correctly
❑ usually uses clear and complete sentences 

and includes some variety in sentences
❑ introduces the subject towards the 

beginning of the description
❑ creates a beginning, middle and ending
❑ includes some interesting details and 

sensory words to create a clear image for 
readers

❑ usually arranges details in a sensible order 
and uses some appropriate transition 
words to connect them

❑ uses some simple comparisons

A score of 2 means that the writer
❑ connects the writing to the prompt in a 

general way
❑ uses some incorrect forms of words
❑ uses some incorrect capitalisation, 

punctuation and indentation
❑ uses little variety in sentences and includes 

some run-on sentences or sentence 
fragments

❑ presents the subject somewhere within the 
description

❑ creates a weak beginning, middle or 
ending

❑ includes too few interesting details or 
sensory words to create a clear image for 
readers

❑ fails to arrange details in a sensible order 
and uses few transition words to connect 
them

❑ uses comparisons unsuccessfully

A score of 1 means that the writer
❑ does not successfully connect the writing 

to the prompt
❑ uses many incorrect forms of words
❑ often uses incorrect capitalisation, 

punctuation or indentation
❑ uses almost no variety in sentences and 

includes several run-on or sentence 
fragments

❑ creates an unclear beginning, middle or 
ending

❑ names the subject in an unclear way or 
not at all

❑ includes words and details that fail to 
create a clear image for readers

❑ doesn’t arrange details in a sensible order 
or use transition words to connect them

❑ uses no comparisons

This rubric is based on a point scale of 1 to 4. It was used to score the descriptions on 

pages 78–81. Use the rubric to remember what’s important in descriptions.

Using a Rubric to Score Descriptions
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Part II: Models
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A Ship Museum
This place is so big. Three of the museums ships are open too visitors. The HMAS Vampire 
is a scary destroyer. The submarine called HMAS onslow can go very deep.

I liked the copy of Captain Cooks Endeavour ship best. I standed on deck I pretended to 
be a cool explorer. I thought I would see land. Then I left to see more great things. In the rest 
of the museum.

Comments:
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Score:

Model A

Le
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Scoring Descriptions

Boats
That day I learned about water and boats. I went on the ships in the museum. Three big ones 
to go on. one was a warship. It looks really mean! It was fun to here about the submarine 
that go really far down. The best part was when I seed the ship of captain cook. Stood on his 
deck. I was excited. Big cabin too! Then I went off to see more.

Comments:
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Score:

Model B

Now it’s your turn to score some descriptions. The four descriptions on pages 

83–84 were written in response to this prompt.

Write a description of an interesting place you have visited.

Read each description. Write a few comments about it and then give it a score 

from 1 to 4. Think about what you’ve learned in this lesson as you match each 

description with its correct score.
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The Maritime Museum
I had fun at the Australian National Maritime Museum in Darling Harbour Sydney. It has 

lots of great ships. Open to bits before the end of the day.

Comments:
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

The Magnificent Maritime Museum
During the holidays, I visited the Australian National Maritime Museum in Darling 

Harbour, Sydney. The museum is like a storehouse for all kinds of watercraft. Stationed 
in the harbour are three vessels that are open to musuem visitors. One of these ships, the 
HMAS Vampire, is an award-winning military destroyer. It certainly looks fearsome! The 
submarine on display is called the HMAS Onslow. I was stunned to learn that it can dive to 
200 metres below sea level.

My favourite of the three vessels was the replica of Captain Cooks HMS Endeavour. 
As I stood on it’s wooden deck, I daydreamed about epic nautical adventures. I also visited 
the ship’s galley and saw the Great Cabin where Cook relaxed during voyages. It was like 
stepping into history! Sadly, I had to move on quickly. I only had one day to visit all the 
amazing exhibits.

Comments:
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Score:

Score:

Model C

Model D
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Part II: Models
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When You Write Your Description

 1. Think about what you want to write. Close your eyes and 
picture the place you want to describe. Ask yourself some 
questions.

• Why do I like this place?
• What do I see there?
• What do I hear?
• What can I touch, and what does it feel like?
• Can I smell or taste anything?

 Use graphic organisers to gather and sort your 
information.

 2. Write your first draft. Name the place you are describing 
at the beginning of the description. Then describe the 
place with sensory words and details that make the place 
seem real. Use comparisons if they help your description.

 3. Read your draft. Use the checklist that your teacher will 
give you to review your writing.

 4. Edit your description until it paints a clear picture of the 
place you’re describing.

 5. Proofread your description one last time.

 6. Write a neat copy of your description and give it to your 
partner.

Work with a Partner

 7. Read your partner’s description.

 8. Score your partner’s description from 1 to 4, using the 
rubric on page 82. Then complete the Partner Comments 
sheet that your teacher will give you. Tell what you liked 
about the description and what you think would make it 
better.

 9. Switch essays.

10. Think about your partner’s comments and make changes 
that will improve your description.

11. Write a neat final copy of your description.

◆◆
Making Connections
◆ One way to help you 

look at something 
closely is to make a 
circle with your thumb 
and forefinger. As you 
look through the circle, 
notice specific details 
about your subject and 
write them down. Move 
the circle about slowly. 
Does this help you 
gather details?

◆ Use your journal to 
collect notes about 
people, places or things 
that would be fun to 
describe. Notice how 
people talk, look and 
behave. Watch how 
animals behave. Save 
your notes for future 
writing.

◆ Notice how TV, books 
and magazines use 
details related to the 
five senses. In your 
journal, keep a sensory 
word bank. It will come 
in handy when you 
write descriptions.
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Writing a Description

Write a description of your own favourite place.

Now you get to write your own description. Use the prompt below.
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