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WRITE! Student Book G

In the first sentence, the concrete 

noun Pizza Palace names a 

particular place that you can see 

or touch. It is also a proper noun 

made up of two separate words that 

are capitalised.

Notice that the words experience 

and Salary are abstract nouns. They 

name ideas that you cannot see or 

touch.

Here, the concrete noun Mr 

D’Angelino names a particular 

person, and restaurant names a 

particular place.

A noun is word that names a person, place, thing 

or idea. Well-chosen nouns can add clarity and 

appeal to your writing.

A concrete noun names a person, place or thing 

that can be seen or touched. The following words 

are concrete nouns:

chef, woman, doctor, restaurant, lake, hospital, 

asparagus, geranium, periscope, figurine, crocodile

An abstract noun names an idea, which cannot be 

seen or touched. The following words are abstract 

nouns:

appetite, hunger, length, privacy, aroma, variation, 

enjoyment, pride, shame, ownership, intellect

These concrete nouns name people:

waiter, customer, uncle, teacher, student, Stephen, 

Chef Childs, Miss Lien, Dr Kirby

These concrete nouns name places:

city, kitchen, desert, shopping centre, Jim’s Cafe, 

Wagga Wagga, Mount Fuji, Ocean Park, Greece

These concrete nouns name things:

finger, menu, feather, backpack, magazine, football, 

elephant, popcorn, pasta, Venus, Chinese food

These abstract nouns name ideas:

skill, technique, fame, smell, taste, beauty, density, 

honour, dedication, enthusiasm, realism, Friday

Think

Study a Model
Read this “help wanted” ad. Concrete nouns are red, and 

abstract nouns are blue.

Concrete and
Abstract Nouns

Help Wanted

 Pizza Palace will open soon. The owner is now 

hiring cooks. Responsibilities include the preparation 

of sauce and dough and the invention of new recipes 

for special pizzas. The work is approximately 20 hours 

per week. Applicants should submit a resume. Prior 

experience is not necessary. Salary is negotiable. Your 

independence, creativity and flexibility are desirable. 

Contact Mr D’Angelino at the restaurant
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Part I: Foundations – A. Using Words in Writing
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Write

1. their achievement  6. his intelligence

2. the chair  7. a desk

3. our assistant  8. your ability

4. her promotion  9. the printer

5. the editor 10. my recovery

 1. The new manager will start in October.

 2. Our department attended the conference.

 3. Can you get the attention of the editor-in-chief?

 4. Call a technician for assistance.

 5. Production of the paper is slow.

 6. The artists displayed healthy competition.

 7. This report shows that profits are up.

 8. Mrs Quantrel showed her appreciation.

 9. All employees will get some extra leave.

10. Available times will be posted on the board.

B

C Read the paragraph. Write the 10 concrete nouns and the 9 abstract nouns. One 

concrete noun is used more than once.

Write each 

noun and 

label it C for 

concrete or A 

for abstract.

Write a help-wanted ad that might appear in 
your local newspaper. Remember to use both 
concrete and abstract nouns in your writing 
to make the job seem realistic.

Writing Tip
Remember that you can use compound nouns 
and collective nouns in your writing.
A compound noun is made up of more than one 
word.

firefighter, New South Wales, self-knowledge
A collective noun names a group of people, 
animals or things.

team, company, choir, herd

Tina works at the Thespian Theatre. She answers the telephones, files documents and 

handles reservations. Tina enjoys the arts, and she likes working in the busy environment. 

Tina also enjoys the challenge of photography. Her photos have been used at the theatre 

as part of several promotions. Because of her knowledge, ability and talent, Tina is a highly 

valued employee.

A

A concrete noun names a person, place or thing that can be seen or touched. An abstract 

noun names an idea, which cannot be seen or touched.

Practise
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B

C

A

Read each 

sentence. 

Write the 

concrete 

noun and the 

abstract noun.
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Nana
Once when I was young, I visited my great-

grandmother at her cottage in the West Coast region 
of Tasmania. Nana drank fragrant peppermint tea, 
and I munched on juicy fig bars that she had baked 
herself. While I sat quietly on a scratchy armchair, 
Nana told me fascinating stories about her life. 
She grew up in a hotel that her parents owned in 
Hokitika, New Zealand. Sometimes she pretended 
that she was one of the guests. My favourite story 
was how she bought her cottage from a fisherman 
and had workers roll the cottage on logs right up to 
where it is now, next to the beach.

When she was a young woman, Nana travelled 
around the world. She has a large glass cabinet 
crowded with gold coins, carved jade and stone 
sculptures. “This one came from a bazaar in China,” 
Nana said. “I nearly lost it on the steamship home.”

Nana also told me that she had played in a local 
symphony orchestra. “Nana, would you play for 
me?” I asked.

Glancing at me with twinkling blue eyes, Nana 
picked up her violin and tucked it under her chin. 
The smooth body of the violin rested on her slight 
shoulder. Then Nana grasped the bow with her thin 
hand, as white as snow. She moved the bow back 
and forth across the strings. Slow, sad violin music 
filled the air. As she played, Nana swayed slightly 
to the rhythm. I felt honoured that Nana performed 
a solo for one of her biggest fans – me!

❉ Before writing a description of a 
person, ask yourself questions about 
the person’s

 • appearance • facial expressions 
• behaviour • personality traits

 Jot down whatever comes to mind.
❉ Give your descriptive essay an 

interesting title and a clear beginning, 
middle and ending. Introduce your 
subject at the beginning.

❉ Use a logical pattern of organisation. 
When describing a person, you might 
use order of impression, based on your 
emotional response to your subject.

❉ Show instead of tell. When describing 
a person, use actions and dialogue as 
part of the description.

❉ Whenever possible, choose precise 
words to capture your subject. Use 
specific nouns, strong verbs and vivid 
adjectives and adverbs. Think of your 
five senses, and use sensory language 
when appropriate.

❉ If possible, use comparisons such 
as similes (“He is as tall as a 
skyscraper”) or metaphors (“He is a 
towering skyscraper”) to paint vivid 
pictures with words.

Write an essay describing a person you know well.

Writing Tips

Descriptive Essays
In Lessons 31–37, use what you’ve learnt in Part I to WRITE!

A description creates mental pictures in readers’ minds. When you write a descriptive essay, you 

carefully chose words to create vivid images of specific people, places or things. To do this, you can use 

comparisons and sensory language (words that appeal to the sense of sight, sound, taste, smell or touch).

Read this descriptive essay, which was written in response to the prompt. Then read the 

Writing Tips to learn more about descriptive essays.

Here is a sample writing prompt for a descriptive essay.
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Before you write, use graphic organisers to help yourself think about, gather and sort information for 

your descriptive essay.

The writer of the descriptive essay about Nana on page 76 might have used a Sensory Words Chart, such 

as the one below.

The writer of the descriptive essay on page 76 might also have used a Descriptive Details Cluster such as 

the one below. If you had been the writer, what descriptive details would you have used to create strong 

images of Nana? Fill in the ovals with descriptive details that tell how Nana looked, how she acted and so 

on.

Le
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1

Using Graphic Organisers

A Sensory Words Chart 

helps writers gather and 

organise information 

related to some or all of 

the five senses. These 

sensory details can then 

be used to create vivid 

images.

Sight
twinkling blue eyes, hand as white as snow, slight 

shoulder

Sound sad violin music

Taste peppermint tea, juicy fig bars

Touch scratchy armchair, smooth body of the violin

Smell fragrant peppermint tea

Nana

A Descriptive Details Cluster 

helps writers think of specific 

sensory words that will bring 

their subject to life.
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Your Turn

Now it’s your turn to help the writer. 

Find and fix the errors in the writing. 

Go back to the pages in green if you 

need help.

1. Find and fix the missing quotation 

marks. See pp. 56–57.

2. Find and fix the incorrect 

possessive noun. See pp. 8–9.

Taking a Look at Descriptive Essays

4

Score:

3
Your details and dialogue helped me 
picture Ms Hopper in my mind. I wish I 
could have a coach like her!

Partner 
Comments

Read the descriptive essay below, which was written in response to the prompt on 

page 76. This description scored a 4 on a scale that ranges from 1 to 4 (with 4 being 

the best). Next, read the comments and think about why this description scored a 4.

Teacher 
Comments

▲ Your title tells me right away who 
you’re describing. Good!

▲ Descriptive details and dialogue help 
me form a clear mental image of Ms 
Hopper.

▲ Your comparisons really help me 
“see” the coach. The comparison of 
Ms Hopper to a colt shows me that 
she is young, athletic and energetic.

▲ Precise words like pointers, whoops, 
fidgets and beamed make your 
description come alive.

▲ You’ve done a good job of varying 
sentence structure and varying the 
types of sentences you use.

▲ Your essay’s organisation (at 
practice, before a game and during a 
game) works well.

▲ Your conclusion sums it up.

2

Our Hockey Coach
My field hockey coach is Annemarie Hopper. 

During practice, Ms Hopper sprints up and down the 
grassy field like a colt. If someone messes up, she 
blows her whistle shrilly. If one of us makes a good 
save or passes well, she yells, Now you’ve got it!”

Before a big game, Ms Hopper makes sure we 
wear spotless uniforms and tie our hair back neatly. 
She herself wears stretchy gym gear as if she’s going 
to a yoga class. As she goes over last-minute pointers, 
she twirls her short curly hair nervously. Usually she 
ends by telling us, “The most important thing is to 
play with pride.”

During a game, Ms Hopper is like a cheerleader 
as she roots for our team. Standing in front of the 
bench, she shouts, “Hey, nice stop, Natalie!” or “Way 
to go, Hall!” When a game is tied, she fidgets with 
her jacket or crouches on a bended knee. If a penalty 
is called against our team, the Lakeside Otters, then 
she groans and slaps her hand against her forehead.

Last season, the Otters went to the regional 
championships. As the starters took the field, Ms 
Hopper applauded wildly. She beamed when our goalie 
saved a point. Although we didn’t win, Ms Hopper still 
treated us like champions. Shes a great coach!

1
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This rubric is based on a point scale of 1 to 4. It was used to score the descriptive essays on pages 78–81. 

Use this rubric to remember what is important in descriptive essays.

Using a Rubric to Score
Descriptive Essays

A score of 4 means that the writer
❑ connects the writing directly to the prompt

❑ almost always uses the correct forms of words

❑ almost always uses capitalisation and 

punctuation correctly

❑ almost always uses clear and complete 

sentences and includes sentence variety

❑ creates a title that clearly relates to the 

description

❑ introduces the subject clearly at the beginning

❑ creates a clear beginning, middle and ending

❑ uses interesting details and sensory words to 

create strong images for readers

❑ uses comparisons, such as similes and 

metaphors, to strengthen the imagery

❑ uses an effective pattern of organisation, such 

as spatial order or chronological order

❑ begins a new paragraph for each change of 

idea or speaker

A score of 2 means that the writer
❑ connects the writing to the prompt in a 

general way

❑ uses some incorrect forms of words

❑ makes some errors in capitalisation or 

punctuation

❑ uses little sentence variety

❑ uses some run-on or rambling sentences or 

sentence fragments

❑ usually creates a title that relates in some way 

to the description

❑ presents the subject somewhere within the 

description

❑ creates a weak beginning, middle or ending

❑ includes too few interesting details or sensory 

words to create strong images for readers

❑ uses no comparisons or uses them 

unsuccessfully

❑ uses a weak pattern of organisation

❑ may make some paragraphing errors

A score of 3 means that the writer
❑ connects the writing to the prompt

❑ usually uses the correct forms of words

❑ usually uses capitalisation and punctuation 

correctly

❑ usually uses clear and complete sentences and 

includes some sentence variety

❑ creates a title that relates to the description

❑ introduces the subject towards the beginning

❑ creates a beginning, middle and ending

❑ uses some interesting details and sensory 

words to create images for readers

❑ uses some simple comparisons to strengthen 

the imagery

❑ uses an appropriate pattern of organisation

❑ usually begins a new paragraph for each 

change of idea or speaker

A score of 1 means that the writer
❑ does not successfully connect the writing to 

the prompt

❑ uses many incorrect forms of words

❑ makes many errors in capitalisation or 

punctuation

❑ uses almost no sentence variety

❑ uses several run-on or rambling sentences or 

sentence fragments

❑ usually creates a poor title or has no title

❑ identifies the subject in an unclear way

❑ creates a description without a clear 

beginning, middle or ending

❑ uses words and details that fail to create 

strong images for readers

❑ uses no comparisons

❑ uses no consistent pattern of organisation

❑ may make many paragraphing errors

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
duc

ati
on



83

Part II: Models

© 2015 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781760013776 • CA9227

Le
ss

o
n

 3
1

Write an essay describing a favourite thing that you own.

Scoring Descriptive Essays

I like my jacket on account of the fact that its real old and soft. It is light blue. Like the sky. It has 
a patch on one sleeve, I fell and tore it one day. I wear this denim jacket all the time. I dont mind 
that the front pockets of the jacket is frayed. It has two deep side pockets also. You can keep you’re 
money or keys in them. The buttons is metal. Some are very loose and they are hanging off but I can 
sew them back on with blue thread.

Comments:
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

My Favourite Thing
My dusty faded denim jacket is my favourite thing. I know the denim is thin in spots, but the 

fabric is soft as silk or satin. When I put it on it feels light and comfortable. I like the different 
colours of my jacket, too. In some places, it is blue like the ocean.

Some of the metal buttons are missing and the left front pocket is half torn off. Once I fell and 
ripped a hole in the elbow, I sewed a patch on it. The cuffs are worn, and the stitches are coming 
undone. Despite all this I love my jacket. Whenever I wear my jacket, I smile. I think of all the good 
times I had while I wore it.

Comments:
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Score:

Score:

Model A

Model B

Now it’s your turn to score some descriptive essays. The four descriptive essays on pages 83 and 

84 were written in response to this prompt.

Read each descriptive essay. Write a few comments about it. Then give it a score from 1 to 4. 

Think about what you’ve learnt in this lesson as you match each description with its correct 

score.
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Write an essay describing someone whom you admire.

When You Write Your Descriptive Essay

 1. Think about what you want to write. Close your eyes and 

think about the person you want to describe. Ask yourself 

some questions.

• What does this person look like?

• What do they sound like?

• What are the person’s strongest personality traits?

 Use graphic organisers to gather and sort the information.

 2. Write your first draft. Your descriptive essay should be four to 

five paragraphs long and should have a clear beginning, middle 

and ending.

 3. Read your draft. Use the checklist that your teacher will give 

you to review your writing.

 4. Edit your description. Make changes until your description 

creates strong images.

 5. Proofread your descriptive essay one last time.

 6. Write a neat copy of your descriptive essay and give it to your 

partner.

Work with a Partner

 7. Read your partner’s descriptive essay.

 8. Score your partner’s descriptive essay from 1 to 4, using the 

rubric on page 82. Then complete the Partner Comments 

sheet that your teacher will give you. Tell what you like about 

the description and what you think would make it better.

 9. Switch essays.

10. Think about your partner’s comments. Read your essay again. 

Make changes that you think will improve your descriptive 

essay.

11. Write a neat final copy of your descriptive essay.

◆◆
Making Connections

◆ As you read books and 
magazines, notice how 
sensory details are used 
to create vivid mental 
images. Look for examples 
of similes (comparisons 
using the words like 
or as) or metaphors 
(comparisons that do not 
use like or as).

◆ Think about different 
ways you could arrange 
a descriptive essay. For 
example, you might 
describe a sportsperson’s 
physical appearance 
from top to bottom 
(spatial order), his or her 
personality traits from 
most to least important 
(order of importance) 
or his or her actions 
during important games 
(chronological order).

◆ Remember that when 
you describe people, 
you can include details 
about how they behave. 
Does someone chuckle, 
scratch their head, scowl 
or fidget? Keep notes on 
people’s behaviour. You 
can use the notes to flesh 
out future descriptions.

Now you get to write your own descriptive essay. Use the prompt below.

Writing a Descriptive Essay
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