SAMPLE LESSONS BOOKLET
Reading comprehension series

This 48-book research-based series covers six strategies
– one per title at each of the eight reading levels (A–H):

•
•
•
•
•
•

Understanding Main Idea and Details *
Understanding Sequence *
Recognising Cause and Effect *
Comparing and Contrasting *
Making Predictions *
Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences *

48 page
workbook
series!

HOW DOES THIS SERIES FIT IN WITH THE CARS/STARS
PROGRAM?
Brief instruction and concentrated practice reinforce targeted
strategies for CARS, STARS and CARS II students needing
extra practice.

WHO IS FOCUS FOR?
FOCUS is a series designed to help:
• on-level readers who need repeated practice and
reinforcement of targeted strategies
• concentrated instruction
• individual reading skills
• struggling readers practise comprehending what they have
read. The program focuses on the higher-order reading
strategies that struggling readers need extensive help with.

WHAT STRATEGIES ARE TARGETED?
The program solidiﬁes comprehension with review and practice in
six key reading strategies. *

WHEN SHOULD I BEGIN USING FOCUS IN THE CLASSROOM?
The FOCUS series is designed for ﬂexibility and can be used at
any time to provide concentrated practice in 6 targeted Reading
Strategies, at 8 different reading levels.

RESEARCH CONNECTION
”The general ﬁnding is that when readers are given cognitive
strategy instruction, they make signiﬁcant gains on measures of
reading comprehension over students trained with conventional
instruction procedures”
– National Reading Panel

Free online HBE101
e-Training for teachers!
Visit www.hbe.com.au
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Understanding Sequence

Sequence is the order in which things happen. It is also the
order in which things are done.
Often when you read, something happens first. Then
something else happens next. Then something else happens last.

Read this paragraph to find out what Sean did first, next and
last.

When I got up this morning,
here’s what I did. First, I ate my
favourite breakfast of cereal and
milk. Next, I put on my school
clothes. I decided to wear my
comfortable shoes and woollen
jumper. Last, I put my homework
and my lunch in my backpack. I
was ready to go.

2

I ate cereal and milk.

I put on my school
clothes.

(This is the first thing
that Sean did.)

(This is the next thing
that Sean did.)

1

2

I put my homework
and my lunch in my
backpack.
(This is the last thing
that Sean did.)
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Clue words such as first, second, next, then, last,
finally, before and after may tell the order in which
things happen.

In the paragraph about Sean, the clue word first is used to
tell about what he did first. What other clue words tell about
the sequence in the paragraph? The clue words next and last are
used.
Words that show time may also tell the sequence. These
words tell the time of day, the day of the week, the month,
the year, the season, and so on. Some time words are noon,
Tuesday, February 1977, winter and morning. The following
sentence uses the time word afternoon. I went to the park in
the afternoon.
Numbers (1, 2, 3 and so on) may sometimes be used to
show the sequence of steps in a set of directions, such as recipes
or game rules, for example.
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If you don’t see any clue words, you can still figure out the
sequence in a passage. Just ask yourself what happens first, next,
and so on.

Sequence is the order in which things happen or the
order in which things are done.
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Preview

Read this story about what three
friends do on a Saturday. As you
read, think about what might
happen next. Look for clues in the
story. Also, think about what you
already know.

What to Do?
It was a rainy Saturday. Danny was thinking
about something to do. His homework was
done and his room was clean. Danny was free
to do something, anything, fun.
Danny liked history, and he loved movies
about people who had lived in the past. “I
know,” thought Danny. “I’ll call my friend Ted
and ask him if he wants to go to the movies.”
“Sure, I’d like to go to the movies,” said
Ted. “I like racing and other sports. Let’s find a movie with lots of action.
Hey, why don’t we call Abby and invite her, too.”
Abby had just finished feeding her pet rabbits. She was ready to go. “I
like movies with animals in them – dogs or cats or even jungle animals,” said
Abby.
Danny, Ted and Abby looked at the ads in the newspaper. There were only
two movies showing nearby. One was called The Future Robot. The other was
called The First Dog Sled Race.
“Let’s see a movie that we all will like,” said Danny.

1. What do you think the three friends
will decide to do?

4

2. Which of these clues from the story
helped you make this prediction?

훽 They will go to the movie

훽 The friends each like history, racing

The Future Robot.
훾 They will go to the movie
The First Dog Sled Race.
훿 They will stay inside all afternoon
and read the rest of the newspaper.
 They will all go off on their own.

or animals.
훾 It was raining outside.
훿 Abby wanted to go to the park.
 Ted wanted to go to the movies.
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1. What do you think the three friends
will decide to do?
훽 They will go to the movie

The Future Robot.
This answer is not correct because
none of the friends are interested
in the future or robots.
● They will go to the movie
The First Dog Sled Race.
This answer is correct because
there is something in the movie
that each of the friends likes.
Danny likes history. Ted likes
racing. Abby likes animals.
훿 They will stay inside all afternoon

and read the rest of the newspaper.
This answer is not correct because
each of the friends seems to want
to do something fun. None of them
mention anything about reading
the rest of the newspaper.
 They will all go off on their own.

This answer is not correct because
the friends all seem to want to
do something together. None of
them mentions wanting to do
something alone.
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● The friends each like history, racing
or animals.
This answer is correct because the
movie The First Dog Sled Race is
about something that took place in
the past, it is about a racing sport,
and it is about a kind of animal,
dogs. The movie is about something
that all the friends will like, so they
will choose that movie to see.
훾 It was raining outside.

This answer is not correct because
even though the rain had something
to do with the friends wanting to go
to the movies, it didn’t have
anything to do with why they chose
that particular movie.
훿 Abby wanted to go to the park.

This answer is not correct because
the story doesn’t say anything about
Abby wanting to go to the park.
 Ted wanted to go to the movies.

This answer is not correct because
all three friends wanted to go to
the movies, not just Ted. Also, the
fact that Ted wanted to go to the
movies doesn’t tell you why the
friends chose that particular movie
to see.
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Read this biography. It tells about the life
of Beatrix Potter. As you read, think about
the information that is directly stated. Also
think about what you already know. This
will help you figure out information that
is not directly stated.

The Early Life of Beatrix Potter
Beatrix Potter was born in England in 1866. She and her family
lived in a large house in a fancy part of London.
Mr and Mrs Potter did not believe it was proper for parents to
spend much time with their children. They paid servants to take
care of them. Beatrix and her younger brother, Bertram, lived
and played in the attic. They saw their mother and father only
at bedtime and on special days or holidays. The children and the
adults did not even eat meals together.
The Potters also did not like their children
to make friends with other children. Beatrix
and Bertram spent many hours alone. Their
best friends were the pets that they secretly
owned. They kept them in the attic. At one
time, they had mice, bats, a frog, a snake,
two lizards, a tortoise and a rabbit!
In those days, many boys went to school.
But most girls did not. Beatrix’s parents hired
special teachers to teach her lessons at home.
From the age of one, Beatrix learned to paint.
She painted plants and mushrooms. She
painted insects and animals that she studied in
a museum and in nature.
Beatrix Potter didn’t write her first story until she was 27.
It was The Tale of Peter Rabbit. She wrote it in a letter to the
son of a woman who had been her teacher. He was five years
old and very ill. Beatrix thought the story might cheer him
up. At that time, she didn’t plan to write 22 more stories
about Peter. And she didn’t guess that she would write more
tales about other make-believe animal characters. She never
knew that they would become famous all over the world.

6
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Answer these questions about the biography.ing Conclusions

1. Details in the article suggest that
Beatrix Potter’s parents
훽
훾
훿


didn’t love their children.
spent a lot of time with their children.
had strong opinions.
wanted their children to have pets.

2. Why did Beatrix and her brother
probably keep pets secretly?
훽 They did not want their parents

to find out.
훾 They did not want their teacher
to find out.
훿 They did not want their friends
to find out.
 They were playing a game of
hide-and-seek.

3.
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훾 wanted her to be educated
at home.
훿 thought she needed special lessons.
 believed she wouldn’t make
any friends at school.

4. You can tell from the article that
young Beatrix probably felt that
her best friends were
훽
훾
훿


her parents.
the children in her street.
the children at school.
her secret pets.

5. Beatrix wrote a letter to the little boy of one of her teachers. What
does this tell you about Beatrix and the teacher? Were they friends?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Read this retelling of a legend. As you
read, pay attention to the order in which
things happen. Look for clue words.

The Laugh of the Kookaburra
One wintry evening, Wombat crashed
through the bush. As he walked along, he felt
very proud of himself. “I am the strongest
animal alive,” he thought. “Nothing can stop
me.” Then he easily pushed over a fence and
began to look for some tasty grass. “Yes, sir, I
can do anything,” boasted Wombat.
A Kookaburra in a nearby tree heard the
Wombat and popped his head up. “Really?”
asked Kookaburra. “That’s hard to believe.”
“It’s true,” said Wombat. “See? I have a
huge brain and a huge body. Not even a dingo
would tangle with me! I am the strongest of all
the animals. I can do anything.”
“Can you keep the sun from rising?” chattered Kookaburra.
“I’ve never tried, but I’m sure I can do it,” said Wombat.
“Prove it,” replied Kookaburra.
“OK. Tomorrow morning I will not let the sun rise. You will see,” said
Wombat, and then he sat down to wait for the sun.
Later that evening, Kookaburra went back to his nest and curled up. “How
foolish Wombat is,” he chuckled to himself as he fell asleep.
Early the next day, the other birds started chirping their morning songs and
the sky began to glow orange. Then Wombat spoke these words: “Sun, do not
rise today. I order you not to rise.”
The sun rose anyway, for the sun always rises. Wombat was unhappy.
Kookaburra, however, was so happy he could not contain himself. He
laughed and laughed and flew around the Wombat in circles. He laughed so
hard that he couldn’t stop. He perched on a tall tree, still laughing at Wombat.
The angry Wombat grumbled at Kookaburra, and he scurried away to the
safety of his burrow. The wombat had always preferred night-time, and now he
would never come out during the day when the sun and the kookaburra were
there to make fun of him.
Today, all kookaburras laugh, as if they remember the joke they played on
the grumpy wombat long ago.

8
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1. What was Wombat doing before he
met Kookaburra?
훽 He was looking for grass.
훾 He was asking the sun not to

come up.
훿 He was feeling unhappy.
 He was waiting for the sun to rise.
2. In the story, when did Kookaburra
curl up in his nest?
훽
훾
훿


one wintry evening
early the next day
tomorrow morning
later that evening

3.
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훿 Wombat scurried away.
 Wombat pushed over a fence.

4. The boxes tell about some events in
the story.
Kookaburra
laughed at
Wombat.

Wombat
scurried away.

1

2

3

Which of these belongs in box 3?
훽 Wombat said he was the strongest

animal alive.
훾 Today, all kookaburras laugh.
훿 Kookaburra curled up in his nest.
 Wombat told the sun not to rise.

5. Tell what happened after the sun came up. Put things in the right
order. Use clue words.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Dinosaurs
You can tell what a
dinosaur used to eat just
by looking at it. Some
dinosaurs ate meat. More
dinosaurs ate plants. Here
are some ways to tell the two
kinds of dinosaurs apart.
Large Head with
Sharp Teeth

Short
Legs
with
Claws

Long,
Strong
Legs

7

Read this poster about dinosaurs. As you
read, think about the main idea of the
poster. Also think about what the details
tell about the main idea.

Body Size
In general, meat-eating dinosaurs were smaller than
planteaters. The smallest dinosaur was a meateater. It was
about the size of a chicken. Tyrannosaurus rex was the
largest meateater. It weighed between seven and eight
tonnes and was 15 metres long. That may seem large,
but compare it to the largest planteaters. Some of them
weighed 100 tonnes and were 30 metres long. Planteaters
needed big bodies to hold all the food they had to eat.
Animals that eat plants have to eat much more than
animals that eat meat.
Head
Meateaters had heads that were large compared to the
rest of their body. Their big heads had powerful jaws
that could open wide. They needed these big jaws to
help them bite off pieces of the animals that they ate.
But planteaters had heads that were small compared to
the rest of their body. They ate grasses and leaves. They
didn’t need big jaws to do this.
Teeth
Meateaters had long, sharp pointed teeth. They were
good for tearing meat. Some of the teeth were jagged,
like steak knives. Planteaters had flat teeth. These teeth
were good for grinding and chopping plants.

Meateater
Small Head
with Small
Flat Teeth

Thick
Legs

Legs
Meateaters had long, strong legs that were good for
running fast. They had to run fast to catch their dinner.
Many of them ran on their two back legs. Their front
legs were too short to reach the ground. But these front
legs had sharp claws for grabbing and holding onto meat.
Planteaters had thick legs to hold their heavy bodies.
But they were not built for fast running. They did not
have claws.

Planteater

10
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Answer these questions about the poster.

1. What is the main idea of the
whole poster?
훽 By looking at a dinosaur, you can

tell whether it ate meat or plants.
훾 Meateaters were smaller than
planteaters.
훿 Planteaters did not have claws.
 There were more meat-eating
dinosaurs than plant-eating dinosaurs.
2. Why did planteaters need big
bodies?
훽
훾
훿


to
to
to
to

match their thick legs
hold a lot of food
run after food
hold their large heads
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훾 They didn’t need big jawsbato

grasses and leaves.
훿 The rest of their body was too big.
 They needed big jaws to bite the
animals they ate.

4. What is the main idea of the
paragraph under the heading
“Teeth”?
훽 No dinosaurs had teeth.
훾 Meateaters had jagged teeth

like steak knives.
훿 Flat teeth are good for grinding
up plants.
 Meateaters and planteaters had
different kinds of teeth.

5. Write the main idea of the paragraph under the heading “Body Size”.
Give two details that help explain the main idea.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Bowerbirds are different to most other
birds – they don’t build nests. Instead,
they build what is called a bower. A
bower can also be called an avenue,
and is used by the colourful male birds
to attract
females.
When the
males are
not foraging
for food,
they spend
most of
their time in
their bower,
calling out to
the females,
and chasing
off rival birds.
Some bowers are simple, just a circle
of cleared earth with some twigs in the
middle. Some are very complex, with
sticks and leaves shaped into a structure,
like a walkway. In the walkway, the male
bowerbirds often place brightly-coloured
objects they find or steal. These objects
are usually the same colour as the
bird, and the reason they collect these
things is to impress the female. Satin
Bowerbirds are dark blue, so they only
collect blue things, where the Regent

12

Read this article about bowerbirds. As you
read, think about what happens and why.
Look for clue words.

Bowerbird is black with lots of gold, so
they collect gold things.
Some of the things they collect include
shells, flowers, feathers and berries, as
well as items such as plastic spoons,
pieces of glass, keys, and many more
items they steal from picnic areas or even
people’s backyards!
The male bird will spend hours and
hours sorting through his objects. He
will arrange them very carefully, so the
female will be impressed. If another bird
moves even one object while he is away,
he will put it back in its place right away.
Some bowerbirds are too lazy to find
their own objects, so they steal from
other bowers. Often males will fight over
who owns what!
At mating time, the female will wander
around checking out all the bowers. She
will choose the male whose bower is the
most impressive and colourful.
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1. What happens if one male
bowerbird steals an object from
another bird’s bower?
훽 They take it back to where it came

from.
훾 They fight over ownership.
훿 They share it.
 They give it to a female.

2. What colour objects will a
bowerbird steal?
훽 The same colour as the male.

훾 A different colour to the male.
훿 The same colour as the female.
 Black and white.

3.
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훾 he has the biggest beak.
훿 he has the most impressive and
colourful bower.
 he is extremely lazy

4. If a male had a beautifully-decorated
bower and went off to look for food,
what do you think would happen?
훽 Nothing
훾 People would take back their keys

and spoons
훿 The female would redecorate
 Another male might steal some items

5. Explain why male bowerbirds decorate their bowers with colourful
items. Use a clue word.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Read these entries from Jack’s travel
journal. As you read, think about how the
two places Jack visits are alike and how
they are different.

New and Old
11 April
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1. Old Parliament House and New
Parliament House are both
훽 buildings with huge flag masts.
훾 buildings that have been the seat of

Australian government.
훿 small, functional buildings that were
made to be modest.
 important history museums today
2. New Parliament House is one of the
biggest buildings in the Southern
hemisphere. The Old Parliament
House is
훽 smaller, because it was designed to

be modest.
훾 one of the smallest buildings in the
Southern hemisphere.
훿 even bigger than the new one.
 too small to be of any use today.

3.
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4. The Old Parliament House was
designed by John Smith Murdoch. The
new building was
훽 designed by the winner of a

national competition that had 329
entries from 28 countries.
훾 made from the same design,
just bigger.
훿 converted from another building.
 drawn by Gough Whitlam.

5. Tell how the buildings are put to different uses today. Use a clue word.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Order your FOCUS Program now!
Management Software for FOCUS series – CD
Save time and effort with the optional Management System CD
for the FOCUS Series. As students progress
through the series, the teacher: • creates
reports by list and by graph of performance
and progress • reports progress for
individual students and the entire class
• uses reports to communicate with parents

CA0485 • $29.95
Understanding Main Idea and Details
Student Books
Book
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Item #
CA10151
CA10152
CA10153
CA10154
CA10155
CA10266
CA10267
CA10268

Price (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)

Comparing and Contrasting

Teacher Guides
Qty

Item #
CA101519
CA101529
CA101539
CA101549
CA101559
CA102669
CA102679
CA102689

Price (each)
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95

Student Books
Qty

Book
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Item #
CA10141
CA10142
CA10143
CA10144
CA10145
CA10260
CA10261
CA10262

Understanding Sequence
Student Books
Book
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Item #
CA10166
CA10167
CA10168
CA10169
CA10170
CA10275
CA10276
CA10277

Price (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)

Item #
CA101669
CA101679
CA101689
CA101699
CA101709
CA102759
CA102769
CA102779

Price (each)
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95

Student Books
Item #
CA10161
CA10162
CA10163
CA10164
CA10165
CA10272
CA10273
CA10274

Price (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)

Book
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Item #
CA10156
CA10157
CA10158
CA10159
CA10160
CA10269
CA10270
CA10271

Price (each)
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95

Qty

Price (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)

Teacher Guides
Qty

Item #
CA101569
CA101579
CA101589
CA101599
CA101609
CA102699
CA102709
CA102719

Price (each)
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95

Qty

Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
Teacher Guides

Qty

Item #
CA101419
CA101429
CA101439
CA101449
CA101459
CA102609
CA102619
CA102629

Student Books
Qty

Recognising Cause and Effect
Book
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Teacher Guides
Qty

Making Predictions
Teacher Guides

Qty

Price (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)

Item #
CA101619
CA101629
CA101639
CA101649
CA101659
CA102729
CA102739
CA102749

Price (each)
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95

Student Books
Qty

Focus Collection – SAVE 10%
Year/Reading Level Collections include:
One pack of 5 Student Books and one Teacher
Guide for each of the 6 strategy titles in your
chosen level (A-H)
Total of 30 Student Books and 6 Teacher Guides

$225.00
Name: ____________________________________________________
School/Institution: ___________________________________________

Book
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Item #
CA10146
CA10147
CA10148
CA10149
CA10150
CA10263
CA10264
CA10265

Price (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)
$29.95 (Pack of 5)

Teacher Guides
Qty

Item #
CA101469
CA101479
CA101489
CA101499
CA101509
CA102639
CA102649
CA102659

Book

Item #

Price

A

CA10377

$225.00

B

CA10378

$225.00

C

CA10379

$225.00

D

CA10380

$225.00

E

CA10381

$225.00

F

CA10382

$225.00

G

CA10383

$225.00

H

CA10384

$225.00

Management
Software CD

CA0485

$29.95

Price (each)
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
$9.95

Qty

Qty

❍ Yes, I would like to receive emails from Hawker Brownlow Education about future
workshops, conferences and the latest publications.

Address: __________________________________________________
State: _____________________ Postcode: _______________________
Phone B.H. (____) ____________ A.H. (____)______________________
Fax: (_____) _______________ Mobile: _________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________

Hawker Brownlow Education
P.O. Box 580, Moorabbin, VIC 3189
Ph:
+ 61 3 8558 2444 or 1800 334 603
Fax:
+ 61 3 8558 2400 or 1800 150 445
Email:
orders@hbe.com.au
Web:
www.hbe.com.au
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