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ASSESSING LEVELS OF COMPREHENSION
Assessing Levels of Comprehension provides a practical,
accessible and nonthreatening tool for bringing
higher-order thinking into the reading classroom.
Assessing Levels of Comprehension provides teachers
with a format for diagnosing students’ level of
mastery at various levels of comprehension. From
this assessment, teachers see if students are thinking
at the literal level or at more abstract levels. This
finding then leads to an instructional plan that
will strengthen students’ mastery of the levels of
comprehension or cognition.



“Although basic skills have their place in pedagogy,
critical thinking skills are essential.”
— Wenglinsky, 2004



WHY DOES ASSESSING LEVELS OF
COMPREHENSION PRESENT QUESTIONS
IN TWO FORMATS—MULTIPLE CHOICE
AND SHORT RESPONSE?
Questions are the vehicles that ignite conversations
and discussions. Marzano (1993) determined that
questioning is the most popular technique to
stimulate students’ thinking. Questioning, in
today’s classroom, primarily appears in two written
formats—multiple choice and short response.
Multiple Choice Format
While multiple choice questions generally are not
seen as the typical springboard for higher-level
thinking, this generalisation and format cannot be
ignored. According to Winerip (2006), forty-two
per cent of students are now taking reading and
maths tests that are entirely multiple choice.

As teachers already know, students need to be aware
that multiple choice items oftentimes require higherlevel thinking. The multiple choice format does not
always require simple factual recall. Students need the
awareness that multiple choice answers may not always
be obvious. They need to reflect upon the question,
the text and the offered answer choices before selecting
a response. Assessing Levels of Comprehension will
positively emphasise questions that require higherorder thinking to attain the answers. Teachers will see
how students react to multiple choice questions, the
answers to which are not found directly in the text.
Short Response Format
The short response question format is a truer
vehicle for stimulating higher-order thinking. And
while multiple choice question formats are gaining
prominence in the testing arena, short response
question formats continue to stake a claim in
assessment situations. “[Changes in] assessments
suggest a shift, albeit a gradual one, from objective
to more open-ended responses to text (Sarroub &
Pearson, 1998). Open-ended items better measure
students’ ability to think about a story and to use
the information in a story to explain their thinking.
Thus a combination of objective and open-ended
questions in any given assessment may make it
possible to gather more specific information about
a reader’s thought processes” (Applegate,
Applegate & Quinn, 2002). Assessing Levels of
Comprehension incorporates the short response
question format to showcase students’ mastery of
higher-order thinking.

WHAT ARE THE RESEARCH-BASED STRATEGIES AND FEATURES IN
ASSESSING LEVELS OF COMPREHENSION?
This Series Uses…

Research Says…

Higher-Order

“Learning inherently involves components of inference, judgment, and active mental construction. Thus, the
traditional view that the basics can be taught as routine skills, with thinking and reasoning to follow later as an
optional activity that may or may not take place, can no longer guide the educational practice. Instead, thinking
must be applied to all learning and to all learners” (Zohar & Dori, 2003).

Thinking

Example: SB, Multiple
Choice and Short
Response Questions 4–12 “Poor reading ability often involves a lack of proficiency in the higher-order literacy processes of comprehension,
planning, monitoring, and evaluation” (Wittrock, 1991).

Transferable
Comprehension Skills
Example: SB, Multiple
Choice and Short
Response

2

“A broad, general finding from the research base is that nearly all of the thinking skills programs and practices investigated
were found to make a positive difference in the achievement levels of participating students”
(Cotton, 1991).
“Many children who can understand what they read at a literal level, find it difficult to understand a writer’s underlying
meaning and intentions. There is a tendency for them to interpret only what the words say, not what they mean” (Fisher, 1990).
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How do the levels of comprehension relate to cognitive frameworks,
such as Bloom’s taxonomy and Marzano’s framework?
The levels of comprehension relate in a general (simplified and more accessible) way to the cognitive
processes described in various cognitive frameworks.
The chart that follows shows the general correlations between the levels of comprehension and the levels
of cognition described by Benjamin Bloom and Robert Marzano.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Bloom
Knowledge
Comprehension
Application
Analysis
Synthesis
Evaluation

Level(s) of Comprehension
FI
FI, CI
ATI
ATI
ATI, GBI
GBI

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Marzano
Knowledge (focusing, information gathering, remembering)
Organising
(Applying)
Analysing
Generating
Integrating
Evaluating

Key
FI =
CI =
ATI =
GBI =

FIND IT
CONNECT IT
ADD TO IT
GO BEYOND IT

Level(s) of Comprehension
FI, CI
CI
CI, ATI
CI, ATI
ATI, GBI
ATI, GBI
GBI

How do the four levels of comprehension relate to reading strategies?
The chart below shows the general relationship of the four levels of comprehension to various reading
strategies. In Assessing Levels of Comprehension, the reading strategies reflect the type of question asked, or
“what the questions ask you to do”. The reading strategies are those featured in other Hawker Brownlow
reading series, as well as additional reading strategies. You will note that some of the reading strategies are
listed next to more than one level of comprehension. This is because the level of comprehension elicited
depends on how the answer information can be attained from the passage text. A Reading Strategies Chart on
page 18 of the teacher guide lists the reading strategy associated with each question.

Level of Comprehension

Reading Strategies

Level One
FIND IT

• Finding Vocabulary Meaning in Context • Understanding Sequence
• Recalling Details
• Recognising Cause and Effect
• Comparing and Contrasting

Level Two
CONNECT IT

• Finding Vocabulary Meaning in Context • Recognising Cause and Effect
• Finding Main Idea
• Comparing and Contrasting
• Understanding Sequence
• Summarising (Books C–H)

Level Three
ADD TO IT

• Finding Vocabulary Meaning in Context • Distinguishing Between Fact and
• Finding Main Idea
Opinion (Books B–H)
• Interpreting Figurative Language
• Distinguishing Between Real and
• Making Predictions
Make-believe (Books A–C)
• Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences

Level Four
GO BEYOND IT

• Identifying Author’s Purpose
• Identifying Text Features
• Understanding Literary Elements
and Features

• Recognising Correspondences
• Understanding Resources
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UNDERSTANDING THE LEVELS
OF COMPREHENSION
• Level One: FIND IT
Sometimes you can find the answer to a question all in one
place in what you read. Look for one sentence or two
sentences together that have the answer to the question.
There may be clue words to help you out.

• Level Two: CONNECT IT
Sometimes the answer to a question isn’t all in one place.
Then you can look for pieces of information to use. There
may not be any clue words. And you will have to look for the
pieces in more than one place. Find the pieces of
information. Put them together to answer the question.

• Level Three: ADD TO IT
Sometimes the answer to a question isn’t in one place in what
you read. And you can’t find pieces of information to use. Then
you can look for clues. Find the clues. Think about what you
already know. Then figure out the answer to the question.

• Level Four: GO BEYOND IT
Sometimes the answer isn’t right there. And there are no
good clues. But the answer can be based on what you have
read. Think about what you have read. Think about what
you already know. Apply, or use, what you already know.
Put it all together. Come up with an answer to the question.

4
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More About the Levels of Comprehension
MORE ABOUT THE LEVELS OF COMPREHENSION
Level One: FIND IT
Message to the Students: The answer is clearly stated and is all in one place in the passage. You
can find the answer in one sentence or two sentences. There may be clue words to help you.
Information for the Teacher: Students answer questions at the most concrete/literal level.
The answer information is all in one place in the text (in one sentence or in two
consecutive sentences), clearly stated, with clue words if appropriate; students merely
need to find the answer.
FIND IT—Bloom: Knowledge, Comprehension
FIND IT—Marzano: Knowledge
Level Two: CONNECT IT
Message to the Students: The answer information is there in the passage, but it probably isn’t all
in one place. And there probably aren’t any clue words. You have to find pieces of
information and put them together to answer the question.
Information for the Teacher: Students answer questions at a literal/analytical level, which
requires finding and organising related pieces of information. The answer information is in
the text, directly stated in language similar to that in the question. But the answer
information is not usually located in one place in the text, and there are usually no clue
words. Students must find the relevant pieces of information (disregarding any unrelated
information) and then put the relevant pieces together to figure out the answer.
CONNECT IT—Bloom: Comprehension
CONNECT IT—Marzano: Knowledge, Organising, (Applying), Analysing
Level Three: ADD TO IT
Message to the Students: The answer information is there in the passage, but it isn’t directly
stated. There are hints, though. You have to use clues or other details in the passage, along
with what you already know, to figure out the answer.
Information for the Teacher: Students answer questions at an inferential level (conclusions,
inferences, predictions, unstated main ideas, for example). The answer information is not
directly stated in the text, but it is implied. Students must apply prior knowledge to clues in
the text to figure out the answer, which expands on what is directly stated in the text.
ADD TO IT—Bloom: Application, Analysis, Synthesis
ADD TO IT—Marzano: (Applying), Analysing, Generating, Integrating
Level Four: GO BEYOND IT
Message to the Students: You won’t find the answer information stated directly or indirectly in
the passage, but the answer is based on information in the passage. You need to apply what
you already know to what you’ve read in the passage. Then you can come up with an answer
that goes beyond what is given in the passage.
Information for the Teacher: Students answer questions at a critical/creative level. The answer is
not stated directly or indirectly in the text, but the answer is based on or supported by
information in the text. Students apply various types of prior knowledge (content,
experiential, etc.) to what they have read in the text to come up with an answer that goes
beyond, or extends, what appears in the text.
GO BEYOND IT—Bloom: Synthesis, Evaluation
GO BEYOND IT—Marzano: Generating, Integrating, Evaluating

© 2009 Hawker Brownlow Education
Assessing Levels of Comprehension – Sample Lessons Booklet CAT018

5

LEVEL A

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 1
Read this letter.
Then answer questions about the letter.
Write the answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

A State Animal
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• FIND IT •

1. In the letter, what is the animal on the coat of arms?

2. Sam looked in a book to find the state animal.
What did he do next?

3. In the letter, how are Tasmania and other states
different?

LESSON 1

3
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LEVEL B

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 2
Read this letter Luke wrote to his teacher.
Then answer questions about the letter.
Write the answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

A Trip to the Caves
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• FIND IT •

1. On what date did Luke write this letter?

2. Why is it important to follow the rules in the cave?

3. Who was Luke’s guide for the cave visit?

LESSON 2

3
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LEVEL C

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 3
Read this article about a historical find. Then answer questions about the article.
Write the answers for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Lost Inn
Until 2008, the people of Glenrowan didn’t know much about the
Ann Jones Inn. Then a dig to find out the past of the area found more
than anyone would have guessed.
It all started in 1880. The famous bushranger Ned Kelly and his
gang were in Glenrowan in northern Victoria. They had taken sixty
locals hostage in the Ann Jones Inn in town.
Ned Kelly was already famous in
Victoria. For years his gang had managed
to commit crimes and get away with it.
Today people aren’t sure just how many
things Ned Kelly and his gang did, and
how many things they just got blamed
for. Back then, some people thought Ned
was a menace and some thought he was a
hero. Today people feel much the same.
But Ned Kelly’s luck ran out at the
inn. Here the gang would have a big gun
battle with police. It would end with all
of them dead except Ned. He would be
hanged by police later. At the inn the
Kelly gang wore their famous armour.
But they were defeated once the police
worked out that it didn’t cover their legs.
During the siege the inn was burnt to the ground. In time the area
was forgotten. No one knew any more about the famous battle than the
old stories.
But in May 2008 a group of archaeologists, or people who look
for things to help them learn about the past, started a search. It found
more than anyone could have hoped for.
First, the dig proved that the area they were searching was the Ann
Jones Inn. They found what was left of the old building. But they also
found bullets and bits of weapons from the battle itself.
These finds were very important to Australian history. For the first time,
people could see where the battle happened and work out things about it.
They now knew what the inn looked like and what the battle must have
been like on that day in 1880. Because of this work, there is now one less
mystery surrounding one of Australia’s most famous figures.

10
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• FIND IT •
1. From information in the article, where was the Ann Jones Inn?

2. Who else was in the Ann Jones Inn with the Kelly gang in 1880?

3. Who did the Kelly gang have the gun battle with?

LESSON 3

3
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LEVEL D

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 4
Read this biography of the entertainer Smoky Dawson. Then answer questions
about the biography. Write the answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

smoky dawson
Smoky Dawson was Australia’s first cowboy. He was a
radio and country music star famous all over the world.
Herbert Henry Dawson was born in Collingwood in Victoria
in 1913. He grew up in Warrnambool in country Victoria. Smoky’s
childhood was not a happy one. His mother died when he was very
young, leaving him with his father. Unfortunately Smoky’s father was
violent and unstable. The boy lived in an orphanage for many years.
It was at this time that Smoky began using music to make himself
feel better. It wasn’t long before he realised he could use it to make
others feel better as well. During the Second World War he served in
the Australian Entertainment Unit, brightening the lives of thousands
of Australian troops.
When Smoky returned from the war in 1944 he married Florence
“Dot” Cheers. They travelled to the United States to perform at
Nashville, the home of country music, and Smoky became a hit on
the famous radio show the Grand Ole Opry. When he returned to
Australia in 1952 he started his own radio show. The Adventures of
Smoky Dawson made Smoky Dawson a household name. It ran for
ten years. At the peak of its popularity it was broadcast on 69 radio
stations all around Australia.
The show was popular because it was so exciting. Each week it
featured the adventures of Smoky and his wonder horse, Flash. All
the stories were set in the outback, making Smoky a very Australian
cowboy hero. Children loved Smoky and lived by his “code of the
west” in their own lives, as well.
Smoky’s recording career covered six decades. His last album
came out in 2005. This made Smoky the oldest recording artist in the
world. Smoky died in February 2008. But it is unlikely he will ever
be forgotten. For one thing, he lives on whenever his music is played.
Smoky Dawson is still the biggest star in Australian music ever.

12
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• FIND IT •
1. Why did Smoky Dawson spend time in an orphanage?

2. Who did Smoky Dawson marry?

3. When did Smoky Dawson die?

LESSON 4

3
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LEVEL E

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 5
Read this historical fiction story about the artist Pablo Picasso when he was young.
Then answer questions about the story. Write the answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Picasso’s First Painting
“Pablo, come quick. The
bullfighters are coming down the street
on their way to the arena,” called out
Pablo’s friend, Manolo.
It was a glorious day in Spain.
The sun was shining yellow along the
whitewashed walls of the village. A
neighbour in a blue cap was driving his
goats along the dusty street. Women
wearing long black dresses and red
netted scarves around their heads were
shopping in the bright outdoor market. Everything in sight inspired a young artist
to do his best.
Young Pablo was about to start work on his first oil painting. Though he was
only eight years old, his father had been giving him art lessons since he was seven.
Pablo admired his father and hoped his father would approve of his painting. His
father himself was a painter and art teacher. What could Pablo paint that would
make his father proud?
Pablo was about to tell Manolo that he was too busy painting and had no
time for bullfighters. Then he looked up and saw a bullfighter dressed in yellow
and red, riding a brown horse. This would make a wonderful painting. Quickly,
Pablo began to sketch the horse and rider. First, he used a pencil to sketch the
bullfighter on his horse. Then he placed his paints on the palette the way his
father had showed him. The palette was a board full of colourful paint from
which the artist could choose. Pablo dipped his brush in yellow and painted the
bullfighter’s jacket and pants. Then he chose red to paint the bullfighter’s shirt.
The young artist painted quickly, and soon he had completed a lively painting.
That evening, Pablo was a little nervous as he waited for his father to finish eating.
After dinner would be the best time to reveal the painting he had done. Finally,
Pablo got up the nerve to show his father the artwork. In a serious manner, he
handed his father the painting.
Pablo’s father examined the painting silently for a long moment. “What a
colourful painting,” his father said. “I think you will someday be a great painter,”
he predicted. “Probably even better than me.”
With his father’s support and training, Pablo knew he could become a great artist.
He had passed this test with flying colours, now he just had to show the world.

14
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• FIND IT •
1.

According to the story, in what country did Pablo live?

2.

What is the meaning of the word palette in the story?

3.

In the story, who gave Pablo lessons in art?

LESSON 5

3
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LEVEL F

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 6
Read Jonathan’s personal essay about why teenagers need to sleep more.
Then answer questions about the story. Write the answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Why Am I So Tired?
When I was much younger, getting eight to
ten hours of sleep each night was pretty easy to
do. Now I’m lucky if I get six or seven hours of
sleep on a school night. I always thought that as
I got older I’d need less sleep, but now I’m not
so sure if that’s true. When I wake up at 6:30 in
the morning, I have to drag myself out of bed
so I can catch my bus and be at school at 8:00.
Even then, it typically takes me until about
10:00 in the morning to finally feel like I’m awake, alert and ready to learn.
Is there a good reason why I feel so tired? The answer is yes; I’m fatigued
because I’m simply not getting enough sleep. Between my time on the bus to and
from school and my hours at school, about a third of my day is already gone. Add
in my after-school activities, about two hours of homework or projects each
school night, and some relaxing or hanging around with my friends, and you can
see that there is little time for sleep. As a result, I’m starting to pile up a debt—a
sleep debt.
Research has shown that teenagers need lots of sleep. To perform at my best,
I’m supposed to sleep 9 hours and 15 minutes each night. Sleeping less than this
each night puts me in a sleep debt. At seven hours of sleep each night from
Monday to Friday, I’m more than ten hours behind on my sleep. My solution is
to sleep late on weekends. That helps some, but according to sleep experts, more
than three hours extra sleep on weekends doesn’t help me. It just confuses my
body’s inner “alarm clock”.
Our sleeping patterns are controlled by something called circadian rhythms.
Your body is naturally programmed to sleep at night and wake in the morning.
Your inner clock tells your body when it’s time for bed and when it’s time to get
up. It also causes your body to release a chemical called melatonin, which makes
you sleepy. As a teenager, my body releases this chemical later and later at night. I
get sleepy later at night than I did when I was younger.
I’m tired in the morning for a good reason—my body wants to sleep, but I
have to get up for school. My inner clock wants me to stay in bed and sleep a
little while longer. Maybe someday my school will change its schedule to suit my
inner clock and its sleeping schedule, but until then I’ve got to get out of sleep
debt as soon as I can.

16

© 2009 Hawker Brownlow Education
Assessing Levels of Comprehension – Sample Lessons Booklet CAT018

• FIND IT •
1.

In the essay, how much sleep did Jonathan say he used to get each night
when he was younger?

2.

According to Jonathan, what causes people to get sleepy at night?

3.

According to the essay, what do circadian rhythms control?

LESSON 6

3
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LEVEL G

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 7
Read this excerpt from a fictional autobiography of Admiral Arthur Phillip, naval captain
and governor of the first colony in Australia. Then answer questions about the excerpt.
Write the answer from Numbers 1 to 12.

The New Colony
On 12 November 1786, I was engaged in survey work for the
Admiralty when I was suddenly appointed the first governor of the
proposed new colony of New South Wales. By then I was used to
commanding men, with my various commands, and I had even
transported convicts from Lisbon to the Brazils. In me, the British Navy
seemed to see someone who was reliable and who had the kind of
experience they needed. For me, a posting to this new and mysterious
continent would be both a chance for a greater command and the kind of
adventure that many men would only dream of. I could only imagine what
I might find on the other side of the world, exploring and colonising a dark
continent in the name of His Majesty. I agreed at once.
To the British government, this new settlement of New South Wales
was designed to rid England of some of its many convicts. With the new
independence of the American colonies England had found itself with a
serious problem in this area. Presiding over nothing more than a far-flung
penal settlement might have seemed a horrible thought to some people.
But I imagined not so much a distant prison as a new outpost of the
empire in the south. I was very anxious that free settlers, as well as
convicts, should be included on what we were calling the First Fleet. I
drew up plans for the inclusion of these free settlers, as well as making
sure that British law would extend to this new colony for their protection.
I then made sure that the designs for the new colony allowed the free
settlers to keep completely away from the convicts. The last thing we
wanted was any contamination of those hard-working British subjects by
the convict dregs of humanity.
The First Fleet landed at Botany Bay on 18 January 1788. This
was the site that had been suggested for the new colony. However it
soon became obvious that the place was completely unsuitable. There
was very bad soil, no secure place to put down an anchor and it lacked
a good source of water. Three days later I discovered a much better area
at Port Jackson. On 26 January landing operations began there. The
journey to the new continent had been harsh, but we had made it. What
remained to be seen was whether the newfound colony could be as
successful as the voyage.

18
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• FIND IT •
1.

In the autobiography, what did Phillip do next after he drew up plans to
include free settlers on the First Fleet?

2.

When was Phillip appointed as the governor of New South Wales?

3.

According to Phillip, why did the British Navy appoint him to the post?

LESSON 7

3
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LEVEL H

SHORT RESPONSE

LESSON 8
Read this article about a great Australian leader. Then answer questions about the article.
Write the answers for Numbers 1 to 12.

An Australian Legend
John Curtin was Prime Minister of Australia through the dark days of
World War Two. He was a capable and strong-willed leader who left a mark on
Australian history that is still felt to this day.
John Curtin was born in the Victorian town of Creswick in 1885. His family
was poor. At the age of thirteen Curtin had to leave school to start work as
a newspaper copy boy in Melbourne. He made up for his short education by
reading everything he could get his hands on, and this sparked an interest in
politics. If you walked along the Yarra River in 1908, you would likely come
across Curtin telling his political opinions to anyone who passed. Curtin already
held strong views and wasn’t shy about defending them. When World War
One broke out he spent time in jail. This was for protesting conscription by
not attending a medical exam when he was called up to fight. Though his poor
eyesight would have disqualified him from service, he didn’t think Australians
should be sent off to die in a war that wasn’t theirs.
Curtin became leader of the Australian Labor Party in 1935. Up until then
Robert Menzies and his government had easily dominated, but under Curtin
Labor started to make up ground. They narrowly lost the 1940 election. But in
1941 the Menzies government collapsed. John Curtin, a man of peace, suddenly
found himself the leader of a country at war. Soon afterwards, the Japanese
bombed Darwin. For the first time in Australian history, invasion seemed a very
real threat.
Curtin made three important decisions. The first was to bring home two
divisions of Australian troops from North Africa. This met with furious opposition
from England’s Prime Minister Winston Churchill, but Curtin stood up to him
and won. Secondly, Curtin appealed directly to the United States for help, rather
than England. It was the beginning of a bond of friendship and mutual military
support that continues today. At around this time, Curtin also gave Labor one of
its greatest ever election victories. Thirdly, Curtin reintroduced conscription in
Australia. This was an unpopular decision that caused a lot of emotion, not least
for the Prime Minister himself. The stress it caused for Curtin and his own party
was very great.
By 1945 the Allies were winning the war, but Curtin was too ill to celebrate.
John Curtin died of a heart attack on 5 July 1945. It was just six weeks before the
Allies defeated Japan and ended World War Two. Curtin was probably Australia’s
greatest ever leader, and left a mark on Australia that is still felt today.
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3.

1.

Where did the young John Curtin spread his political views?

2.

How old was John Curtin when he left school?

What does the word conscription mean in the second paragraph of the story?

LESSON 8

3
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LEVEL A

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 1
Read this letter.
Then answer questions about the letter.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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1. What did Will buy at
the toy shop?
 a kite
 a blue bird
 a balloon

4. Which of these happened
first?
 Will got money for
his birthday.
 Will sent the kite back
to the shop.
 Will got a kite at
the toy shop.

2. When did Will take the kite
out of the box?
 when he was at the
toy shop
 after he wrote the letter
 after he got home

5. In the letter, the word
torn means
 “box”.
 “paper”.
 “ripped”.

3. The kite on the cover showed
a blue bird. But the kite in
the box was
 a blue bird.
 a yellow sun.
 a yellow bee.

6. Will is going to send the
kite back because
 it is torn and it is
different from the kite
on the box.
 it is too big and there
is too much string on
the kite.
 he wants a blue bird,
not a blue kite.
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LEVEL B

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 2
Read this made-up folktale.
Then answer questions about the folktale.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

How the Echidna Got His Spikes
In the beginning of time, the echidna did not have
spikes. This story explains how the echidna got spikes.
Echidna was a fast runner. All the animals knew that.
But Kangaroo was a great jumper. The other animals
wondered which one would win a race. They planned a
contest between Kangaroo and Echidna.
These were the rules. Echidna and Kangaroo would
start the contest together. First, they would go through
the scrub, or bush. Then they would stop. They would
turn around and come back again. The first one to come
back would be the winner. The winner would get a set
of spikes.
Before the contest, Kangaroo pretended to go for a
walk. The animals thought he might be playing a trick on
them, so one of the animals went after him. Kangaroo had
cut down bushes to make a path. He was smart. He knew
that he would jump faster on a path. The animals were
angry because that wasn’t fair. They called off the contest
and gave the spikes to Echidna
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1. This folktale explains how
 the kangaroo got spikes.
 the echidna got spikes.
 the kangaroo got a tail.
 the echidna got a tail.

4. How was Kangaroo different
from Echidna?
 Kangaroo was a fast runner.
 Kangaroo was a great
jumper.
 Kangaroo liked to eat
echidnas.
 Kangaroo won the spikes.

2. In the race, what would the
echidna and the kangaroo
do first?
 cut down bushes.
 get the spikes.
 turn around and come back.
 go through the scrub.

5. Where would Echidna and
Kangaroo go right after they ran
through the bush?
 They would turn around
and come back again.
 They would run along
a path in the woods.
 They would go to find
the other animals.
 They would go home.

3. In the folktale, the word
scrub means
 “spikes”.
 “contest”.
 “bush”.
 “kangaroos”.

6. Why did Kangaroo clear a path
in the bushes?
 He wanted to make a path
for Echidna to run on.
 He was afraid that he would
get lost in the bush.
 He knew that he would
jump faster on a path.
 He wanted to warm up
for the contest.
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LEVEL C

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 3
Read this letter about a trip to see a big concert. Then answer questions about
the letter. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Concert
30 June, 2010

Dear Matthew,
Over the past week, my family and I have been visiting my
three cousins who live in Melbourne. Yesterday we went to Rod
Laver Arena to see a concert! I was excited because I had never
been to a big show like that before. I didn’t know what to expect.
Outside the stadium it was very crowded. Some people were
selling hot dogs and sausages. They smelled so great that I just
had to have one. Then we went inside. The building is a giant
circle and you have to walk around to find your door. I had never
seen so many people or so many doors before. Stands sold t-shirts
and other things. I wanted a Powderfinger t-shirt, but Dad said
they were too expensive.
We took our seats and waited for the show to begin. Loud
music boomed and people all talked at once. It was such a loud
noise! We were pretty far back, so the bands looked tiny. But the
fans were excited, and there was delight in the air. People clapped
the support band politely. But when the lights went out, everyone
cheered. Powderfinger took the stage. It was an amazing show.
People walked up and down the aisles getting drinks and food
from the stalls outside. Since it was hot with so many people, we
all had ice-cream.
I was so busy watching what was going on around me that I
almost forgot to watch the show. But Powderfinger were brilliant.
Yippee! All the fans went home happy. Even though I was happy,
my throat hurt from cheering so loudly. I’m hoping to go to
another big show soon.
Your friend,

Elena
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1. In the note, what did Elena and her
family go to see?
 a tennis match
 an orchestra
 a rock concert
 the ballet

4. What is the third paragraph
mostly about?
 the crowd outside the stadium
 waiting for the concert to begin
 the fans going home
 visiting three cousins in
Melbourne

2. When did they go to the game?
 yesterday
 last week
 last winter
 Saturday

5. Which of these happened last?
 Powderfinger took the stage.
 Loud music boomed.
 Elena waited for the show
to begin.
 The fans went home happy.

3. Why did Elena’s throat hurt?
 because she had a cold
 because ice-cream hurt it
 from cheering so loudly
 from the cold air

6. All





the fans went home happy because
it was a short show.
Powderfinger were brilliant.
the sun came out.
everyone ate ice-cream.
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LEVEL D

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 4
Read this biography of the famous Australian poet Banjo Paterson. Then answer
questions about the biography. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Banjo Paterson
Imagine writing a poem that every Australian knows! That’s what
Andrew Barton Paterson did. In fact he did it more than once.
Paterson was born in 1864 in Narambla, New South Wales. His
father was from Scotland but his mother had been born in Australia.
His mum was also related to someone who would later be the first
Australian Prime Minister, Edmund Barton. Paterson’s family lived
on an isolated cattle station until he was five years old. When his
uncle died the family moved to take over his farm. This was in Yass,
on the main route between Melbourne and Sydney. The young
Paterson loved seeing drovers and coaches. This was the start of his
love of horses.
Paterson was taught by a governess at home when he was very
young. But when he was old enough to ride a pony he was sent to a
bush school. In 1874 he was sent off to school in Sydney. He did
well and became a lawyer. It wasn’t until 1885 that Paterson began
to send off his poems to magazines like the Bulletin. He did this
under the penname of “The Banjo”. The name was taken from his
favourite horse.
In 1890 Banjo Paterson wrote one of his most famous poems.
This was “The Man From Snowy River”. In 1895 he had his first
book of poems published under the name “Banjo Paterson”. He was
now one of Australia’s most loved poets and only thirty years old.
Paterson will probably always be remembered for “Waltzing
Matilda”. This poem has nearly become Australia’s national anthem
several times.
Paterson went on to do many jobs while continuing with his
poetry. He was a journalist and an ambulance driver in World War I.
He died in 1941. His poems will continue to live on forever.
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1. Why did Paterson’s family come
to Yass?
 because Paterson wanted to see
more horses
 because their station was too
isolated
 because Paterson’s favourite
horse had run away
 because Paterson’s uncle had
died and his farm needed to be
looked after

4. The boxes show some events that
the biography tells about.

2. Who was Banjo Paterson’s mum
related to?
 Henry Lawson
 his father
 Edmund Barton
 Matilda

5. Why did Banjo Paterson pick the
name “Banjo” to write under?
 He always wanted to learn to
play the banjo.
 He didn’t like his own name.
 He wanted people to sing his
poems while playing the banjo.
 It was the name of a favourite
horse of his.

3. When did Banjo Paterson first start
sending off his poems?
 in 1941
 in 1885
 in 1890
 in 1864

6. What is the main idea of the fourth
paragraph?
 Banjo Paterson wrote “The
Man from Snowy River”.
 Paterson and his poems were
much loved.
 Paterson turned thirty years old.
 Paterson lived longer than
his uncle.

Banjo was
educated at
home by a
governess.

Banjo went
to school in
the city.

Which of these belongs in the
empty box?
 Banjo went to a bush school.
 Banjo wrote his first poem.
 Banjo saw his first horse.
 Banjo died.
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LEVEL E

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 5
Read this retelling of an Australian legend. Then answer questions
about the legend. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Wombat’s Surprise
“Joey, where are you?” called Mother
Kangaroo to her young son. “It can be
dangerous out here, and I can’t find you.
Where have you hopped off to now?”
she worried aloud. Just then, Mother
Kangaroo stumbled over Wombat, who
could only be described as grizzled, with
fur that from face to tail was shot through
with streaks of grey.
“Watch where you’re going,”
grumbled old Wombat. “You big animals
never watch out for us small and furry
creatures,” he complained.
“I’m sorry,” apologised Mother
Kangaroo. “It’s just that I can’t find my
Joey, and I’m very worried. I must hurry
and find him.”
“You almost knocked me over,”
whined the feeble Wombat. “You should
at least help me find some nice soft grass
to eat,” he begged.
“Allright,” agreed the kindly Mother
Kangaroo, “just hold onto my tail, and
we’ll search for some good grass while I
look for Joey.” Soon, Mother Kangaroo
had old Wombat settled into a nice thick
patch of grass. But she was still worried,
and she was eager to be on her way to
find her young son.
“Now I am thirsty and want a drink
of water,” demanded Wombat. “Why
don’t you take me over to the waterhole
for a nice drink?”
Mother Kangaroo was anxious about
Joey, but she wanted to be kind to
Wombat. “Grab onto my tail again,” she
sighed. When Wombat had a good grip,
Mother Kangaroo hopped him toward the
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waterhole. Wombat, of course, grumbled
and complained the whole way. But
as they neared the waterhole, Mother
Kangaroo was elated because she spotted
Joey sleeping contentedly near the bank.
In the next instant, however, she spotted
three hunters carrying spears. “Jump
off!” she called out to Wombat. Then
she leaped to Joey and cried, “Jump on,
Joey!” Mother Kangaroo hopped her son
to safety. When she looked back toward
the waterhole, she was surprised to see
that Wombat had turned into Father of
All Creatures. He joined the mother and
son and explained that he had disguised
himself as a grumpy old Wombat so that
he could find out who was the kindest
animal in the land.
“And the kindest animal is you,
Mother Kangaroo. Even though you were
worried and wanted to find your Joey, you
took the time to help a grumpy wombat.
Now I’m going to give you a special
reward. Tie this pouch around your waist.
Now you will always have a place to keep
Joey so he won’t wander off, and he will
have a place to hide when he is scared.”
That is why all
kangaroos have pouches
to keep their joeys safe.
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1.

Who was Mother Kangaroo calling to
at the beginning of the legend?
 Wombat
 three hunters
 Joey
 Father of All Creatures

4.

What did Wombat ask Mother Kangaroo
to do first?
 look for Joey
 find some grass
 get a drink of water
 tie the pouch around her waist

2.

Where did Mother Kangaroo spot
Joey sleeping?
 on Mother Kangaroo’s tail
 near the bank of the waterhole
 in a nice thick patch of grass
 in a pouch that old Wombat carried

5.

Why did Mother Kangaroo hop Wombat
to the water hole?
 She wanted to be kind to him.
 She wanted to get rid of him.
 She didn’t know the way herself.
 She was thirsty.

3.

Why was Father of All Creatures
disguised as a grumpy old Wombat?
 He was hiding from the hunters.
 He was looking for some nice grass
to eat.
 He wanted to give Mother
Kangaroo
a safe pouch for Joey.
 He wanted to find out who was
the kindest animal in the land.

6.

What is the best meaning of the word
grizzled in the legend?
 “being in disguise”
 “stepping on a small animal”
 “being a very feeble old animal”
 “having fur that is shot through
with streaks of grey”
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LEVEL F

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 6
Read this article about the famous playwright, William Shakespeare, and his work. Then
answer questions about the article. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Shakespeare Mystery
William Shakespeare is probably the most famous writer in the
English language. His plays are still read and performed today, four
hundred years after they were written. He is the greatest writer ever.
William Shakespeare wrote 38 plays, 154 sonnets and many poems
that we know of. We mainly remember him for his plays. These fall
into three main categories. The first are the comedies. These are not
comedies in the way we think of them today. In fact people are often
disappointed that Shakespeare’s comedies aren’t really funny. They
have a light-hearted tone and an ending where everything works out
for most of the characters. Often this meant everyone getting married.
They are very different to Shakespeare’s tragedies. These were dark
stories where the main character is someone with a fatal flaw who
brings about their own destruction, and usually that of those they love
as well. Unlike the comedies, tragedies often end with everyone dead.
The histories were stories of famous people from history. Most of these
were about English kings. Shakespeare did most of his work between
1590 and 1613. Many of his later works were tragedies. It was here
that Shakespeare made a giant leap from his early work. Many people
think these were his best plays.
Shakespeare’s work was popular during his lifetime. Most of his
plays were first published together by his friends in 1623, seven years
after he died. Most versions of his work today are based on this. But
Shakespeare didn’t become the megastar of English literature until
the 19th century. He would only get more popular as time went
on. In the 20th century, new technologies like the movies and radio
brought his work to bigger audiences in new and exciting ways.
Shakespeare’s work is so amazing that many people have
wondered if one man could have written it all solo. Some believe that
someone with such a “common” education couldn’t have known all
the things he put into his plays. This meant the knowledge of history,
different languages and European cities he had never been to. They
believe the work was done by someone else or a group of people. It’s
true that we don’t really know much about William Shakespeare. All
we know is that if people are still reading in four hundred years, they
will probably still read Shakespeare.
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1.

How are Shakespeare’s tragedies
different from the comedies?
 Everyone gets married at the start.
 They were all published before
he died.
 Often everyone dies at the end.
 There are no marriages in them.

4.

What is the main idea of the last
paragraph?
 We don’t know much about
Shakespeare.
 People in the future will probably
like Shakespeare more than we
do today.
 Shakespeare must have read a lot.
 Some people think that just one
person couldn’t have written all of
Shakespeare’s plays.

2.

What happened seven years after
Shakespeare died?
 His plays were first published
together.
 He finished Hamlet.
 People started putting his plays
on as movies and on the radio.
 The other people who used his
name stopped writing.

5.

Which is the best summary of William
Shakespeare’s accomplishments?
 William Shakespeare wrote plays that
are still performed four hundred
years later, all over the world, and
is probably about the most famous
writer ever.
 William Shakespeare wrote
tragedies that were quite different
to his comedies.
 Shakespeare’s poems weren’t as
popular as his plays.
 William Shakespeare probably had
more than one name.

3.

What is the meaning of the word solo
in the article?
 “low”
 “solid”
 “together”
 “alone”

6.

These boxes show important events
in the history of flight.

1590–1613:
William
Shakespeare
writes most of
his work.

19th century:
Shakespeare
becomes the
megastar of
English literature.

What belongs in the empty box?
 1623: Shakespeare’s plays are
published together.
 1616: Shakespeare dies
 20th century: Radio and movies
bring Shakespeare’s plays to huge
audiences in new and exciting ways.
 2416: People still love to read
Shakespeare.
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LEVEL G

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 7
Read Natalie’s account of being in a school play. Then answer questions about the
autobiography. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Play’s the Thing
I knew it was going to be very different going to school in Hobart after
moving from Melbourne, but that actually wasn’t a big deal. What I found
different was something else. It happened in my new drama class.
I’d always liked drama. I’d been in school productions before, and always had
fun. Sometimes I’d even got big roles that brought the house down. I’d never
been in any Shakespeare plays, and when I discovered that my new school was
doing “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” this year, I jumped at the chance. I didn’t
even find out what it was about before I signed up for the auditions.
When I did go and read the play I was in for a surprise. Well, what I really
mean is when I tried to read the play. Shakespeare is famous for being this great
writer or something, but he doesn’t even make sense. The play is written in some
kind of really old English that might as well be another language. I read it and
by the end I still had no idea what was going on. First I tried to read the play
and then I asked my English teacher to explain it to me. By the end of that I was
even more confused. Then I watched a movie of it, and had no idea what was
going on. For a start everyone was talking this odd language, but they were also
growing donkey’s heads and putting poison on people’s eyes. That and there were
fairies everywhere. It freaked me out!
All the plays I’d been in had straightforward plots and characters that spoke
English properly. They had action and great lines. Now I found that I was
someone called Puck, who is some kind of goblin. Actually he’s a hobgoblin,
whatever that is. When we did “The Wizard of Oz” I was the Wicked Witch, and
even though there was more than one witch in the play I always knew who I was.
To make things more complicated, Puck has about five different names. I never
know whether people are talking to me or someone else.
Then opening night came around. I’d memorised all my lines, of course, but
what were they actually about? The costume was itchy, too. When it came to my
turn to go on, I swallowed hard. The bright stage lights blinded me as I stuttered,
“How now, spirit! Whither wander you?” I still don’t know what a hobgoblin is
or what that line actually meant, but I did get a good round of applause at the
end. Maybe Shakespeare wasn’t a complete idiot after all.
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1.

Before going to school in Hobart,
Natalie went to school in
 England.
 Midsummer.
 Melbourne.
 Oz.

4.

Which of these events happened first?
 Natalie watched the movie version
of the play.
 Natalie asked her English teacher to
explain the play to her.
 Natalie was in the play.
 Natalie tried to read the play.

2.

Natalie read the play
 before starting at her new school.
 after she signed up for the auditions.
 on the opening night.
 after she’d been in it.

5.

The web lists things Natalie liked about
the plays she had been in before.

straightforward
plots
Natalie’s
plays
characters that
speak English

Action

Which of these belongs in the
empty box?
 donkey’s heads
 great lines
 fairies everywhere
 putting poison in people’s eyes

3.

Natalie signed up for the play because
 she really loved Shakespeare.
 she wanted to do something she
didn’t understand.
 all her friends were doing it.
 she had been in drama productions
before and liked them.

6.

How was Natalie’s role in “The Wizard
of Oz” different from the one she had in
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”?
 the character only had one name
 she couldn’t understand what it
was about
 she never knew who she was on stage
 she didn’t have to wear an itchy
costume
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LEVEL H

MULTIPLE CHOICE

LESSON 8
Read this article about an Australian Prime Minister and politician. Then answer
questions about the article. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Changing Sides
In politics a person might stay with
a party for their entire life. Billy
Hughes, seventh Prime Minister of
Australia, didn’t. He was a member of
federal parliament for fifty one years.
This makes him the longest-serving
ever. He changed parties five times,
was expelled from two and
represented four different electorates
in two states.
In 1901 Hughes was elected to the
first federal parliament. He was
Minister for External Affairs in the
first Labor government in 1904, and
later Attorney-General. Hughes
wanted to be Prime Minister, but he
was known for disagreements with
other members. He was famous for
his very bad temper and rude way of
speaking – maybe because of his
chronic indigestion.
During World War I, Prime
Minister Andrew Fisher resigned after
much pressure from Hughes, leaving
him as Prime Minister in 1915.
Hughes wanted to introduce
conscription in Australia, something
opposed by voters and much of his
own party. In 1916, the Labor party
voted to expel Hughes. But he was
still Prime Minister, and he still had
supporters. They walked out and
formed a new party, the National
Labor Party.
To stay in power Hughes made a
deal with the Commonwealth Liberal
Party, the sworn enemies of the old
Labor party. They eventually formed a
new party together, the Nationalist
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Party of Australia. Hughes announced
he would resign as PM if he couldn’t
bring in conscription. When voters
told him they didn’t want
conscription, he resigned. But no one
else stepped up to become leader, and
so he stayed on. This meant he’d
managed to keep his promise and stay
Prime Minister.
Many members of his own party
didn’t trust Hughes. They thought
he was still really a Labor man. When
a new party, the Country Party, was
formed, Hughes lost popularity and
some members. He ended up with a
party that wouldn’t support him as
leader any more, and he resigned to
be replaced by Stanley Bruce in
1923. Hughes was furious with this
“betrayal” by his party and six years
later he brought down the Bruce
government. For this, he was
expelled from the Nationalist Party
and formed another new party – the
Australia Party.
In 1931 he made up with some of
his former friends and joined another
party – the United Australia Party.
He’d end up being expelled from this
party, too, even though he was their
leader, after ignoring a party order to
resign from a war council during
World War II. He then joined the new
Liberal Party, and stayed there until
his death in 1952. He was ninety
years old and still an MP, the oldest
one ever.
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1.

When did Billy Hughes first become
Prime Minister?
 1952
 1901
 1923
 1915

4.

The article says that Billy Hughes might
have been bad-tempered and rude
because of
 his chronic indigestion.
 people repeatedly throwing him out
of parties he had started.
 Stanley Bruce taking over as PM.
 the fact he had to stay in parliament
for fifty one years.

2.

How many times did Billy Hughes
change parties during his lifetime?
 three
 five
 six
 four

5.

Why was Billy Hughes expelled from
the Labor Party?
 he didn’t want to bring in
conscription in Australia
 he told them he wanted to start
a new party
 they thought he’d been around
too long
 because he wanted to bring in
conscription and they didn’t

3.

When Billy Hughes was kicked out of
the Labor Party, he and his supporters
formed a new party called the
 Australian Nationalist Liberal Party.
 United Australia Party.
 National Labor Party.
 Commonwealth Liberal Party.

6.

Which of these happened first?
 Billy Hughes joined the Liberal Party
 Billy Hughes formed the Australia
Party
 Billy Hughes made a deal with the
Commonwealth Liberal Party
 Billy Hughes brought down the
Bruce government
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ANSWER KEY
Short Response Reading Questions, Sampler Lessons Booklet
Sample Answers
Students’ answers should be similar to the
following sample answers.

LEVEL A
1. The animal on the coat of arms is the
Tasmanian tiger.
2. After Sam looked in a book to ﬁnd out
about the state animal, he used his
computer.
3. The other states have a state animal, but
Tasmania doesn’t.

LEVEL B
1. Luke wrote this letter on 17 July, 2009.
2. It’s important to follow the rules so you’ll
be safe in the cave.
3. Luke’s guide for the cave visit was Jenny.

LEVEL C
1. The Ann Jones Inn was in Glenrowan,
northern Victoria.
2. The Kelly gang was at the inn with sixty
locals they had taken hostage.
3. The Kelly gang had a gun battle with the
police.

LEVEL D
1. Smoky Dawson spent time in an orphanage
after his mother died because his father was
violent and unstable.
2. Smoky Dawson married Florence “Dot”
Cheers in 1944.
3. Smoky Dawson died in February 2008.
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LEVEL E
1. Pablo lived in Spain.
2. The word palette means “a board full of
colourful paint from which the artist can
choose”.
3. Pablo’s father gave him lessons in art.

LEVEL F
1. Jonathan used to get between eight and
ten hours of sleep each night when he was
younger.
2. According to Jonathan, a chemical called
melatonin causes people to get sleepy at
night.
3. Circadian rhythms control our sleeping
patterns.

LEVEL G
1. After he drew up plans for free settlers to
be included on the First Fleet, Philip made
sure that British law would extend to the
colony to protect them. He also checked
the designs for the new colony so they
could keep completely away from the
convicts.
2. Phillip was appointed governor of New
South Wales on 12 November 1786.
3. Phillip believes the British Navy sees him as
someone who is reliable and has the kind
of experience they need. This experience
related to being used to command and
having transported convicts before.

LEVEL H
1. The article says that Curtin talked about
his political views on the banks of the Yarra
River.
2. John Curtin left school at thirteen.
3. Conscription is compulsory enrolment in
the army. This means that young people
over a certain age could be called up to
ﬁght in World War One.
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Assessing Levels of Comprehension,
Multiple Choice Reading Questions,
Sample Lessons Booklet
Answer Form
Name _____________________________________________________________________
Teacher ___________________________________

Key
FI =

FIND IT

CI =

CONNECT IT

Class ________________________

Date: ___________________

Date: ___________________

LEVEL A

LEVEL B

FI
FI
FI
CI
CI
CI

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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FI
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2.
3.
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5.
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Date: ___________________

Date: ___________________

Date: ___________________

LEVEL C

LEVEL D

LEVEL E
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CI
CI

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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2.
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4.
5.
6.
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Date: ___________________

Date: ___________________

Date: ___________________

LEVEL F

LEVEL G

LEVEL H

FI
FI
FI
CI
CI
CI

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
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3.
4.
5.
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