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FOR

THE

What is Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies (CARS Plus Series)?
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies is a
diagnostic reading series that allows you to identify
and assess a student’s level of mastery for each of 12
reading strategies (8 strategies in Book A, 6 strategies
in Books P and AA).
This ten-level program is designed for students in
years P to 8. Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies helps teachers place students in
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success (STARS
Plus Series) for reading instruction and
remediation.

What is in the CARS Plus student book?
•

•

•

Pretests, Benchmarks, Post Tests
Each of the 15 tests provides a reading passage
and 12 selected-response questions in Books
B–H, 8 selected-response questions in Book A
and 6 selected-response questions in Books P
and AA. The reading passages showcase a
variety of literary genres. Each question focuses
on a specific reading strategy. All of these tests
assess the same strategies.
Self-assessment Forms
Students complete Self-assessment 1 after
completing all 5 Pretests and Self-assessment 2
after completing all 5 Post Tests.
Answer Forms
Students use the Answer Forms to record their
answers.

In Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies, Book D, students practise the following
12 reading strategies:
• Finding Main Idea
• Recalling Facts and Details
• Understanding Sequence
• Recognising Cause and Effect
• Comparing and Contrasting
• Making Predictions
• Finding Word Meaning in Context
• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
• Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
• Identifying Author’s Purpose
• Interpreting Figurative Language
• Summarising

TEACHER
What is in the CARS Plus teacher guide?
•

•

•

•

•

•

Information for the Teacher
Suggestions and instructions for using
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies effectively in the classroom.
Research Summary
A summary of the research that supports the
CARS Plus Series is included in the teacher
guide.
Understanding the Strategies
This four-page reproducible can be used with
students as a skill-review summary. It can also
be used to reinforce the strategies practised in
the student book.
Teacher Assessments
Teachers complete the assessments after the
students have completed all 5 Pretests and then
again after all 5 Post Tests.
Class Performance Chart
This reproducible is for recording class results
for the Pretests and Post Tests.
Completed Answer Forms
Teachers use the completed Answer Forms to
easily correct the tests.

What is the difference between the
Pretests, the Post Tests and the
Benchmarks?
The 5 Pretests and the 5 Post Tests are designed to
assess mastery. The length of the reading passages
and the number of questions are the same in each
of these ten tests. The passages in the Pretests
and Post Tests are each one page, followed by
one question for each strategy. Since each test
contains only one strategy-specific question, it is
important to administer all of the five Pretests in
order to assess a student’s overall performance and
all of the five Post Tests to determine a student’s
overall progress. Administering multiple tests, and
compiling the results, provides reliable information
about each strategy.
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The passages in the Benchmarks are two pages.
The Benchmarks allow you to assess how well
the students apply strategies to longer reading
passages. The Benchmarks are meant to be used
as individual progress-monitoring tools to monitor
progress in applying multiple reading strategies to
a passage.

How much time is required to complete
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies?
•

•

When should I use the CARS Plus Series
in the classroom?
Students complete the tests in the CARS Plus
Series in the following manner:
• Pretests: To get accurate results, administer
all 5 Pretests within a five-day period at the
beginning of the school year.
• Benchmarks: The 5 Benchmarks are progressmonitoring tools and may be completed at
any time after the Pretests and before the
Post Tests. Space out the administration of
the Benchmarks to best meet your classroom
needs.
• Post Tests: To get accurate results, administer
all 5 Post Tests within a five-day period.

How do I use the CARS Plus Series with
the STARS Plus Series?
Because Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies is a diagnostic tool, you can determine
areas where an individual student needs
improvement.
• Pretests: Use the results of the Pretests to
identify areas of strength and weakness and to
place students in Strategies to Achieve Reading
Success, the instructional companion of the
CARS Plus Series.
• Benchmarks: Use the Benchmarks to evaluate
students’ needs and monitor progress in
applying multiple reading strategies to a
passage.
• Post Tests: Use the Post Tests to assess
mastery of the strategies taught in the STARS
Plus Series.

•

Each of the 5 Pretests and each of the 5 Post
Tests require 45 minutes for completion,
correction and discussion.
Self-assessments 1 and 2 each require about
20 minutes for completion. Students should
complete self-assessments no more than one or
two days after completion of Pretests 1–5 and
Post Tests 1–5.
Each of the 5 Benchmarks requires 60 minutes
for completion, correction and discussion.

You can adjust these suggested times as needed to
accommodate your daily schedule of instruction.

Where do students record their answers?
Students must record their answers on the
appropriate Answer Form that appears in the
student book. The Answer Form for the Pretests is
on page 57, Post Tests is on page 59 and
Benchmarks is on page 61. Ask students to detach
the form and fill in the personal-information
section.
Next to each item number on the Answer Form is
an abbreviation that identifies the strategy. Once
you have a student’s completed Answer Form, total
the number of correct responses for each strategy.
Then transfer these totals to the appropriate
teacher assessment to begin the assessment process.

What is the correction procedure?
For the Pretests and Post Tests, correct the tests
after students have completed all 5 tests. For the
Benchmarks, correct each test immediately
following its completion. For the best results,
correct each test orally with students. Explain
concepts that students may not fully understand.
Discuss why correct answer choices are correct and
why the remaining choices are not correct.
If possible, elicit from students their reasoning for
choosing an incorrect answer. Incorrect answer
choices often include a variety of
misunderstandings about the question. Discussing
why choices are correct and incorrect will help
students review and clarify how they approached a
particular strategy.
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What forms of student assessment are
featured in the CARS Plus Series and how
do I use them?

What forms of teacher assessment are
featured in the CARS Plus Series and how
do I use them?

In addition to the reading passages and strategybased questions, Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies contains two student selfassessments.

Teacher Assessments

Student Assessments

There are 3 teacher assessments. These 3
assessments are completed for each student after
they have completed Pretests 1–5 and Post Tests
1–5.

Students become more successful in reading when
they assess their own performance against known
standards. Student self-assessment also helps
teachers gain insight into a student’s measure of
performance. Difficulties that a student experiences
are often revealed through self-assessment. Selfassessment focuses students on the process of
performance rather than the end result.

Teacher Assessments help facilitate individualised
instruction in the classroom. For example, by using
the results of student assessments and your teacher
assessments, reading groups are easily established
for instruction with the STARS Plus Series. You
will be able to determine how to organise student
groups based on reading level and mastery over
specific reading strategies.

For example, in the CARS Plus self-assessments,
students see how well they recognise and apply
reading strategies, rather than focus on how many
responses are correct or incorrect. Therefore, the
self-assessments become a valuable tool for both
student and teacher.

The purposes of the teacher assessments are to
• identify an individual student’s areas of
strength and weakness when applying a reading
strategy.
• determine in which specific areas, if any,
remediation is needed.

There are 2 self-assessments in the student book.
One student self-assessment is completed after all
5 Pretests and the second student self-assessment is
completed after all 5 Post Tests.

TEACHER A SSESSMENT 1
(reproducible on page 11 of teacher guide)

SELF-ASSESSMENTS 1 AND 2
(pages 58 and 60 of student book)
Students complete Self-assessment 1 after
Pretests 1–5 have been corrected and discussed.
Arrange one-on-one conferencing to discuss
students’ responses to Self-assessment 1 before
continuing with the Benchmarks. Help students
identify their strengths and weaknesses and provide
instruction for a specific strategy, if needed.
Students complete Self-assessment 2 after Post
Tests 1–5 have been corrected and discussed.
Answers to the questions on the self-assessment
require thoughtful, written responses. The
questions are carefully constructed to help students
• analyse their performance.
• determine areas in which they are experiencing
difficulty.
• describe any difficulties they are having.
• rate their performance for completing the tests.

This assessment is completed using the student’s
corrected Answer Form. This assessment reveals
a student’s performance for each of the reading
strategies.
TEACHER A SSESSMENT 2
(reproducible on page 12 of teacher guide)
This assessment is completed using Teacher
Assessment 1. Using the data from Teacher
Assessment 1, you create a bar graph that provides
a visual comparison of a student’s level of mastery
for each of the reading strategies.
TEACHER A SSESSMENT 3
(reproducible on page 13 of teacher guide)
This assessment is completed using Teacher
Assessments 1 and 2. Using the data from these
assessments, you are able to provide a review of
a student’s overall strengths and weaknesses, as
well as provide an analysis of those areas that
need improvement. This analysis allows you to
document what action will be taken – remediation
or further instruction – to help the student achieve
mastery as well as document the student’s progress
after those steps have been taken.
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What should I do with the completed
student self-assessments, teacher
assessments and the Answer Forms?
The completed student self-assessments, teacher
assessments and the Answer Forms may be placed
in the student’s portfolio for review by reading
specialists, administrators or another teacher. As a
student works through Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, the portfolio allows teachers
and parents to see the student’s growth and
performance over time.

How do I record results for the entire class
on the Class Performance Chart?
After students have completed each Pretest and
Post Test, record the number of correct responses
to the strategy-based questions for your entire class
on the reproducible Class Performance Chart, on
page 14 of the teacher guide. Tick off the
appropriate box to indicate if the chart represents
data collected from Pretests 1–5 or Post Tests 1–5.
For each student, record the number of correct
responses (out of 5) for each strategy. Then total
the responses to determine the overall number of
correct responses (out of 60 for Books B–H, out of
40 for Book A, out of 30 for Books P and AA) for
each student. Using the Class Performance Chart
in this way provides an opportunity to evaluate
classroom progress over time.

What is the CARS Plus/STARS Plus/
Extensions Collection?
Step 1. Diagnose and Benchmark
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies allows you to identify and assess
a student’s level of mastery for each of
12 reading strategies in Books B–H,
8 strategies in Book A and 6 strategies in
Books P and AA.
Step 2. Instruction
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success
provides scaffolded instruction – modelled
instruction, guided practice and
independent practice – that supports
student success with the strategies assessed
in Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies.
Step 3. Ensure Mastery for On-Level Students
Extensions in Reading Series reinforces,
extends and applies concepts developed in
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success with
more sophisticated elements: graphic
organisers, longer passages, paired
selections and models.

What should I do if students are having
difficulty understanding specific strategy
questions?
You may want to pause and focus on the question
types and strategies before students move on to the
next lesson. Understanding the Strategies, on
pages 7–10, is a useful reproducible tool for
instructing students on how to answer a strategybased question.
Make a copy of Understanding the Strategies for
each student. Take the students, as a class, through
a lesson they have already completed.
Read the reading passage aloud or enlist a student
volunteer to read it. Then discuss each strategybased question and the answer choices, referring to
the strategy descriptions in Understanding the
Strategies. As student volunteers answer each
question, explain why an answer choice is correct, as
well as why the remaining choices are not correct.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Finding Main Idea
The main idea of a reading passage is a sentence that tells what the passage is mostly
about. Questions about main idea might ask you to find what a passage is mostly
about or mainly about. The questions might also ask you to choose the best title for
a passage. When answering a question about main idea, ask yourself, What is the
passage mostly about? Then choose your answer.

• Recalling Facts and Details
Every reading passage contains facts and details. The facts and details
tell more about the main idea. Questions about facts and details ask
you about something that was stated in the passage. To answer a
question about a fact or detail, look back to the passage to find the
answer.

• Understanding Sequence
Sometimes, a passage is told in order, or sequence. Different things
happen at the beginning, middle and ending of a passage. Questions
about sequence ask you to remember and put events or details in
order. Questions about sequence often contain key words such as first,
then, last, after or before.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Recognising Cause and Effect
A cause is something that happens. An effect is something that happens because of
the cause. Read this sentence: “I forgot to set my alarm clock, so I was late for
school.” The cause of being late for school was forgetting to set the alarm clock.
The effect of forgetting to set the alarm clock is being late for school. Questions
about cause and effect usually begin with the key words why, what happened or
because.

• Comparing and Contrasting
Some questions ask you to find how two things are alike or different.
This is called compare and contrast, or finding likenesses and
differences. Questions that ask you to compare or contrast usually
contain key words such as most like, different, alike or similar.

• Making Predictions
A prediction is something you think will happen in the future.
Questions about predictions ask what will probably or most likely
happen next. You will not find the answer to these questions in the
passage. But there are clues you can use from the passage to make a
good guess about what might happen next.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Finding Word Meaning in Context
Sometimes when you read, you find a word whose meaning you do not know.
Often you can tell the meaning of the word by the way the word is used in the
sentence. This is called understanding word meaning in context. Questions about
meaning in context ask you to find the meaning of a word that may not be familiar
to you. If you have trouble choosing an answer for a question like this, try each
answer choice in the sentence where the word appears in the passage. See which
answer choice makes the most sense.

• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
When you read, many times you must figure out things on your own. The author
doesn’t always tell you everything. For example, you might read these sentences:
“The moon cast an eerie glow in Jake’s room. Suddenly, he saw a shadow by the
window. Jake sat up in bed, frozen with fear.” From what the author has written,
you can tell that it is probably night-time, because the moon is out and Jake is in
bed. Questions about drawing conclusions often contain the key words you can tell
or probably.

• Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
Questions about facts and opinions ask you to find which statements are fact
statements and which statements are opinion statements. Remember, a fact is
something that is true. An opinion tells how a person feels about something. Facts
can be proven. Opinions cannot. Statements that are opinions often contain key
words such as most, best, nicest and greatest.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Identifying Author’s Purpose
Questions about author’s purpose ask you why the author wrote the passage. Most
authors write for one of these reasons: to persuade (make someone want to do
something), to give information, to describe or to entertain. You can remember
these four reasons by remembering P.I.D.E. – P for persuade, I for information, D
for description and E for entertain.

• Interpreting Figurative Language
Sometimes, writers use words in such a way that their meaning is different from
their usual meaning. For example, someone who has told a secret might say, “I
spilled the beans.” This is an example of figurative language. These words do not
mean that the person actually spilled some beans. These words mean “I didn’t mean
to tell the secret.”

• Summarising
Questions about the best summary of a passage ask you about the main points of
the passage. When you answer questions about summary, first ask yourself, What is
the main idea of the passage? A good summary is closer to the main idea than to any
single detail found in the passage.
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Pretest 1
Read this tale adapted from an African folktale. Then answer questions about the
tale. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

In days gone by, there was a war between the birds and the animals. The
bat did not know which side to take. So, at first he didn’t join either side.
When the bat saw that victory was leaning to the side of the birds, he flew to
join them. One of the birds asked what business the bat had in their camp.
“Don’t you know that I am one of you?” said the bat. “See my wings.” The
bat was accepted by the birds, but victory soon swayed to the side of the
animals. The bat deserted the birds and went over to the animals’ side. One of
the animals had noticed him in the camp of the birds. He said to the bat, “What
are you doing here? Are you a spy?”
The bat replied, “I am one of you. Can’t you see my teeth?” The bat parted
his lips to show his small teeth.
The animals turned their back on the bat, and the birds refused to let him
back into their camp. Eventually the animals won the war. Since that time, the
bat has remained alone, an outcast from all the other creatures in the woods.
Even today, the bat does not go out from his home, except at night.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The best title for the folktale is
 “Bats, Birds and Other Animals”.
 “The Animals Save the Day”.
 “Why the Bat Comes Out Only
at Night”.
 “Why Birds and Animals Don’t
Get Along”.

Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Why did the bat leave the birds and go
over to the animals?
 because the bat was more like an
animal than a bird
 because the animals were winning
the war
 because the animals asked him to
join their camp
 because the birds refused to
accept him

Recalling Facts and Details
2. The animals thought the bat might be
 a bird.
 an animal.
 neither bird nor animal.
 a spy.

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How was the bat like the animals?
 He came out only at night.
 He had four legs.
 He had teeth.
 He had wings.

Understanding Sequence
3. Which of these happened first?
 Victory swayed to the side of the
animals.
 The bat left the birds to join the
animals.
 The bat showed his small teeth.
 The birds refused to have the bat
back.

Making Predictions
6. Predict how things would be different
for the bat today if it had remained
with the birds.
 Today, the bat would live alone,
but would remain friendly with
the animals.
 Today, the bat would live in nests
and lay eggs like other birds.
 Today, the bat would not live
alone and would probably come
out during the day.
 Today, the bat would live among
the birds as their leader.
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. In the last paragraph, you can tell that
the word outcast means
 “one who is not truthful”.
 “one who is not accepted by
others”.
 “one who belongs to a group”.
 “one who has nothing in
common with others”.

Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. What is the author’s purpose in the
last paragraph?
 to describe how the bat lives
during the day
 to explain why the bat comes
out only at night
 to teach readers a lesson about
friendship
 to show readers how the bat is
different from all other animals

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that
 the birds were disappointed to see
the bat leave their camp.
 the bat is more like a bird than
any other animal.
 the animals would have accepted
the bat if he did not have wings.
 the bat wanted to be on
whichever side was winning the
war.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. In the last paragraph, the phrase
turned their back describes how
 the animals won the war.
 the bat tried to get back into the
birds’ camp.
 the animals didn’t want
anything to do with the bat.
 the bat was finally accepted by
the birds.

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these is an opinion ?
 The bat tried to convince the
animals that he was one of them.
 At first the bat did not join either
side.
 The birds were cruel not to let the
bat back into their camp.
 The bat no longer goes out of his
home until night.

Summarising
12. Which of these is a good summary
of the folktale?
 A bat convinces animals that he
is one of them.
 A bat wants to be accepted by
those winning a war and ends
up being unaccepted by all.
 The animals won a war between
the birds and the animals.
 A bat cannot decide if he wants
to be a bird or an animal.
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Benchmark
1 1
Benchmark
Read this fable by Aesop. Then answer questions about the fable. Choose the best
answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Two Travellers and the Bear
Two men were travelling on foot, each from a different direction. At the
same time, they arrived at the edge of a dark forest. Since their journey would
take them deep into the forest, each man was nervous about travelling alone.
They decided to make their journey together. Two people would surely be safer
travelling through the forest than one person travelling alone.
The first of the travellers, the one who had suggested that the two travel
together, was a light and nimble fellow. He knew all kinds of lively songs and
humorous stories. He was ready to share a laugh at almost any time. There was
nothing that he couldn’t make into a joke. Just walking along through the forest
seemed to fill him with enthusiasm. His stride was practically a hopping little
dance.
The second traveller was slower, but solid and strong. He looked neither to
the right nor the left as he walked. Instead, he kept a steady, determined pace.
He could never remember jokes he had heard, and wouldn’t have been able to
tell them well, even if he had. He considered himself a fair fiddle player, but he
wasn’t able to carry even a single note. Having neither a fiddle in his bag, nor
any stories in his head, he was grateful to have a companion, especially one so
entertaining.
As the two men walked through the deep shadows of the forest, they heard a
rustling in the thickets.
“I’m sure it’s nothing,” said the first traveller, trying not to appear frightened.
He then began to tell a joke.
“Well, then it’s a very large nothing!” shouted the second traveller as a bear
came charging out of a thicket. The first man broke off the joke he was telling,
screamed for help and headed for the trees as fast as his feet could carry him.
The bear tried to catch him, but the man was too quick for the beast. In short
order, the man was safely up a tree, clinging to a delicate branch. The bear
started up the tree after him but then changed its mind. Instead, the bear turned
its attention to the second man.
The second man had faced a similar situation in the past. He knew that
running was out of the question. He was too slow, and the bear could certainly
catch him. If he tried to fight the bear, he would not win. So, he dropped to the
ground and lay there holding his breath, hoping that the bear would not attack.
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The bear came up to where the second man lay. Its huge paws crunched on
the gravel path as it circled him. The bear used its powerful snout to nudge the
man, trying to see if he would move. Then it sniffed the man’s legs and sniffed
at his feet. It sniffed at the bag he had dropped on the ground. It sniffed at his
head, so close to the man’s ear that the bear’s whiskers tickled him.
Finally, the bear decided that the man was of no threat. He shuffled away,
back into the thicket. The man didn’t move for several minutes. Finally, he sat up
and looked around.
“You can come down now,” he told his companion. “I think the bear has gone
for good.”
The first man came down from the tree, feeling very sheepish. Soon, the
two men were continuing their journey. After a while, the first man started joking
again, trying to win back the other’s approval.
“That bear looked like he was whispering in your ear,” he laughed. “Tell me,
did it say something wonderful and wise?”
The second man looked the first man straight in the eye. “As a matter of fact,
it did. It told me that a real friend does more than keep you entertained. A real
friend stands by you in the face of trouble.”
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Finding Main Idea
1. The fable is mostly about
 two travellers who become dear
friends.
 travellers who reveal their true
nature during a scary journey.
 a bear that gives advice to
strangers.
 a bear that likes to frighten
travellers.

Recognising Cause and Effect
4. At first, the second man was grateful
to have the first man as a companion
because
 the first man knew the forest well.
 the first man knew about bears.
 the first man was entertaining.
 the first man played the fiddle.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Before they entered the forest, both
travellers felt
 shy.
 lonely.
 nervous.
 enthusiastic.

Comparing and Contrasting
5. In the fable, the first traveller’s stride
is compared to a
 laugh.
 dance.
 song.
 fiddle.

Understanding Sequence
3. The time line describes some of the
things that happened in the fable.

Making Predictions
6. Predict what will happen after the two
men finish their journey.
 The second man will want to
continue the friendship.
 Both men will agree to travel
together again.
 The first man will return to the
woods to face the bear alone.
 The two men will go their
separate ways.

The bear
turned
to the
second
man.

The bear
nudged
the
second
man.

What belongs in the empty box?
 The bear sniffed at the second
man’s head.
 The bear tried to climb the tree.
 The second man dropped to the
ground.
 The second man sat up and
looked around.
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. The best meaning of the word sheepish
is
 “alert”.
 “dutiful”.
 “embarrassed”.
 “frightened”.

Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The fable was written mainly to
 describe how to avoid a bear
attack.
 teach a lesson about friendship.
 persuade readers to travel with a
companion.
 entertain readers with a
ridiculous story about a talking
bear.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. From the fable, you can tell that
 the forest was full of many
dangerous animals.
 this was not the first bear that the
second traveller had met.
 both men were travelling to the
same place.
 both men would have been
attacked by the bear if they had
travelled alone.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. The phrase out of the question means
 “a foolish idea”.
 “not a possibility”.
 “a likely happening”.
 “something that is asked”.

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these is an opinion ?
 The first traveller acted like a
coward.
 The second traveller was slower
than the first traveller.
 The first traveller knew lots of
humorous stories.
 The second traveller was grateful
to have a companion.

Summarising
12. Which of these is a good summary
of the fable?
 A bear frightens two men who
are walking through a dark
forest together.
 A man learns a lesson about
true friendship as he journeys
through a dark forest with
another man.
 Two men learn that they have
nothing in common when they
decide to travel together.
 Two men arrive at the edge
of a deep forest and decide to
journey through it together.
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Post
Test
Post
Test
1 1
Read this article about whales. Then answer questions about the article. Choose the
best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Whale Songs
Whales have long been a
source of fascination for scientists.
Blue whales are the largest of all
animals to ever live on earth. Blue
whales grow to be about 25 metres
long. They live in all oceans. Blue
whales migrate throughout the
year. They like to spend the winter
in warm waters. Then they travel
to cooler waters in the spring and
summer. Blue whales make the
deepest, most powerful sounds
of any animals. Such sounds are
so strong that they travel across
several oceans.
Humpback whales are smaller
than blue whales. They grow
to about 15 metres. Unlike blue
whales, humpbacks can swim
backward. However, like blue
whales, humpbacks migrate to cold
waters in the spring and summer.
They spend eight months travelling
and feeding in these cold ocean
waters. Humpbacks feed for several
months. Then they migrate to warm
waters in autumn and winter.
Both blue whales and
humpback whales live in groups
called pods. Both whales also
make unusual sounds. Some
of the words used to describe
these sounds are moans, snores,
screams, knocks, chirps, whistles

and clicks. Whales put these
sounds together in a long musical
fashion that lasts anywhere from
6 to 30 minutes. Scientists called
such sounds whale songs. Whales
sing these unusual songs over and
over, note by note. They can be
heard kilometres away.
Scientists have not been able to
figure out exactly why whales sing.
But they do know that members
of the same pod sing the same
song. Scientists have also stumbled
across another interesting fact.
They discovered that whale songs
change over time. When comparing
recordings of whales, they found
that the whale songs from one
group of whales were very different
from the same group of whales
recorded years later. Until scientists
figure out more about whale songs,
they will continue to study their
unique brand of music.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The first paragraph tells mainly about
 whale songs.
 humpback whales.
 male whales.
 blue whales.

Recognising Cause and Effect
4. The sound a blue whale makes is so
deep that
 it can travel across many oceans.
 scientists on land can hear it.
 it cannot be recorded.
 it cannot be heard by other
whales.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. What is true about blue whales?
 They grow to about 15 metres.
 They are the largest of all
animals.
 They travel only in cold waters.
 They travel through the ocean
alone.

Comparing and Contrasting
5. One way a humpback whale is
different from a blue whale is that
 a humpback whale is larger.
 a humpback whale cannot make
sounds.
 a humpback whale can swim
backward.
 a humpback makes the most
powerful sounds of any animal.

Understanding Sequence
3. What do humpback whales do after
spending eight months in cold water?
 They grow to about 35 metres.
 They change their song.
 They migrate to warm waters.
 They feed for four months.

Making Predictions
6. What would happen if scientists
recorded the songs of humpback
whales today and then ten years later?
 The songs would be shorter.
 The songs would be the same.
 The songs would be longer.
 The songs would be different.
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. Which of these is the best meaning of
the word migrate ?
 “swim”
 “sing”
 “travel”
 “talk”

Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The main purpose of the article is to
 get readers to learn more about
whale songs.
 entertain readers with amusing
facts about different kinds of
whales.
 describe the differences between
blue whales and humpback
whales.
 explain the different sounds blue
whales and humpback whales
make.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. From the article, you can conclude
that
 scientists know all they can about
whale songs.
 scientists are still studying whale
songs.
 whale songs are always the same.
 whale songs are a way for whales
to talk to people.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. You can tell that stumbled across
means
 “found by accident”.
 “did sloppy work”.
 “expected to find”.
 “tried to uncover”.

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which statement tells a fact ?
 Whales make sounds similar to
beautiful music.
 Blue whales migrate throughout
the year.
 Some whales have an unusual
ability.
 Humpback whales are more
extraordinary than blue whales.

Summarising
12. What is a good summary of the
article?
 Most whales are more alike than
they are different.
 Some whales make unique
sounds and scientists are
working hard to understand
why.
 Blue whales and humpback
whales make noises that
scientists call songs.
 Some whales are able to make a
variety of unusual noises, such as
moans, snores and clicks.
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SM = Summarising
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SM = Summarising

FL = Interpreting Figurative Language
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