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FOR

THE

What is Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies (CARS Plus Series)?
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies is a
diagnostic reading series that allows you to identify
and assess a student’s level of mastery for each of 12
reading strategies (8 strategies in Book A, 6 strategies
in Books P and AA).
This ten-level program is designed for students in
years P to 8. Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies helps teachers place students in Strategies
to Achieve Reading Success (STARS Plus Series) for
reading instruction and remediation.

TEACHER
What is in the CARS Plus teacher guide?
•

•

•

What is in the CARS Plus student book?
•

•

•

Pretests, Benchmarks, Post Tests
Each of the 15 tests provides a reading passage
and 12 selected-response questions in Books
B–H, 8 selected-response questions in Book A
and 6 selected-response questions in Books P
and AA. The reading passages showcase a
variety of literary genres. Each question focuses
on a specific reading strategy. All of these tests
assess the same strategies.
Self-assessment Forms
Students complete Self-assessment 1 after
completing all 5 Pretests and Self-assessment 2
after completing all 5 Post Tests.
Answer Forms
Students use the Answer Forms to record their
answers.

In Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies, Book E, students practise the following
12 reading strategies:
• Finding Main Idea
• Recalling Facts and Details
• Understanding Sequence
• Recognising Cause and Effect
• Comparing and Contrasting
• Making Predictions
• Finding Word Meaning in Context
• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
• Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
• Identifying Author’s Purpose
• Interpreting Figurative Language
• Summarising

•

•

•

Information for the Teacher
Suggestions and instructions for using
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies effectively in the classroom.
Research Summary
A summary of the research that supports the
CARS Plus Series is included in the teacher
guide.
Understanding the Strategies
This four-page reproducible can be used with
students as a skill-review summary. It can also
be used to reinforce the strategies practised in
the student book.
Teacher Assessments
Teachers complete the assessments after the
students have completed all 5 Pretests and then
again after all 5 Post Tests.
Class Performance Chart
This reproducible is for recording class results
for the Pretests and Post Tests.
Completed Answer Forms
Teachers use the completed Answer Forms to
easily correct the tests.

What is the difference between the
Pretests, the Post Tests and the
Benchmarks?
The 5 Pretests and the 5 Post Tests are designed to
assess mastery. The length of the reading passages
and the number of questions are the same in each
of these ten tests. The passages in the Pretests
and Post Tests are each one page, followed by
one question for each strategy. Since each test
contains only one strategy-specific question, it is
important to administer all of the five Pretests in
order to assess a student’s overall performance and
all of the five Post Tests to determine a student’s
overall progress. Administering multiple tests, and
compiling the results, provides reliable information
about each strategy.
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The passages in the Benchmarks are two pages.
The Benchmarks allow you to assess how well
the students apply strategies to longer reading
passages. The Benchmarks are meant to be used
as individual progress-monitoring tools to monitor
progress in applying multiple reading strategies to
a passage.

How much time is required to complete
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies?
•

•

When should I use the CARS Plus Series
in the classroom?
Students complete the tests in the CARS Plus
Series in the following manner:
• Pretests: To get accurate results, administer
all 5 Pretests within a five-day period at the
beginning of the school year.
• Benchmarks: The 5 Benchmarks are progressmonitoring tools and may be completed at
any time after the Pretests and before the
Post Tests. Space out the administration of
the Benchmarks to best meet your classroom
needs.
• Post Tests: To get accurate results, administer
all 5 Post Tests within a five-day period.

How do I use the CARS Plus Series with
the STARS Plus Series?
Because Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies is a diagnostic tool, you can determine
areas where an individual student needs
improvement.
• Pretests: Use the results of the Pretests to
identify areas of strength and weakness and to
place students in Strategies to Achieve Reading
Success, the instructional companion of the
CARS Plus Series.
• Benchmarks: Use the Benchmarks to evaluate
students’ needs and monitor progress in
applying multiple reading strategies to a
passage.
• Post Tests: Use the Post Tests to assess
mastery of the strategies taught in the STARS
Plus Series.

•

Each of the 5 Pretests and each of the 5 Post
Tests require 45 minutes for completion,
correction and discussion.
Self-assessments 1 and 2 each require about
20 minutes for completion. Students should
complete self-assessments no more than one or
two days after completion of Pretests 1–5 and
Post Tests 1–5.
Each of the 5 Benchmarks requires 60 minutes
for completion, correction and discussion.

You can adjust these suggested times as needed to
accommodate your daily schedule of instruction.

Where do students record their answers?
Students must record their answers on the
appropriate Answer Form that appears in the
student book. The Answer Form for the Pretests is
on page 57, Post Tests is on page 59 and
Benchmarks is on page 61. Ask students to detach
the form and fill in the personal-information
section.
Next to each item number on the Answer Form is
an abbreviation that identifies the strategy. Once
you have a student’s completed Answer Form, total
the number of correct responses for each strategy.
Then transfer these totals to the appropriate
teacher assessment to begin the assessment process.

What is the correction procedure?
For the Pretests and Post Tests, correct the tests
after students have completed all 5 tests. For the
Benchmarks, correct each test immediately
following its completion. For the best results,
correct each test orally with students. Explain
concepts that students may not fully understand.
Discuss why correct answer choices are correct and
why the remaining choices are not correct.
If possible, elicit from students their reasoning for
choosing an incorrect answer. Incorrect answer
choices often include a variety of
misunderstandings about the question. Discussing
why choices are correct and incorrect will help
students review and clarify how they approached a
particular strategy.
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What forms of student assessment are
featured in the CARS Plus Series and how
do I use them?

What forms of teacher assessment are
featured in the CARS Plus Series and how
do I use them?

In addition to the reading passages and strategybased questions, Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies contains two student selfassessments.

Teacher Assessments

Student Assessments

There are 3 teacher assessments. These 3
assessments are completed for each student after
they have completed Pretests 1–5 and Post Tests
1–5.

Students become more successful in reading when
they assess their own performance against known
standards. Student self-assessment also helps
teachers gain insight into a student’s measure of
performance. Difficulties that a student experiences
are often revealed through self-assessment. Selfassessment focuses students on the process of
performance rather than the end result.

Teacher Assessments help facilitate individualised
instruction in the classroom. For example, by using
the results of student assessments and your teacher
assessments, reading groups are easily established
for instruction with the STARS Plus Series. You
will be able to determine how to organise student
groups based on reading level and mastery over
specific reading strategies.

For example, in the CARS Plus self-assessments,
students see how well they recognise and apply
reading strategies, rather than focus on how many
responses are correct or incorrect. Therefore, the
self-assessments become a valuable tool for both
student and teacher.

The purposes of the teacher assessments are to
• identify an individual student’s areas of
strength and weakness when applying a reading
strategy.
• determine in which specific areas, if any,
remediation is needed.

There are 2 self-assessments in the student book.
One student self-assessment is completed after all
5 Pretests and the second student self-assessment is
completed after all 5 Post Tests.

TEACHER A SSESSMENT 1
(reproducible on page 11 of teacher guide)

SELF-ASSESSMENTS 1 AND 2
(pages 58 and 60 of student book)
Students complete Self-assessment 1 after
Pretests 1–5 have been corrected and discussed.
Arrange one-on-one conferencing to discuss
students’ responses to Self-assessment 1 before
continuing with the Benchmarks. Help students
identify their strengths and weaknesses and provide
instruction for a specific strategy, if needed.
Students complete Self-assessment 2 after Post
Tests 1–5 have been corrected and discussed.
Answers to the questions on the self-assessment
require thoughtful, written responses. The
questions are carefully constructed to help students
• analyse their performance.
• determine areas in which they are experiencing
difficulty.
• describe any difficulties they are having.
• rate their performance for completing the tests.

This assessment is completed using the student’s
corrected Answer Form. This assessment reveals
a student’s performance for each of the reading
strategies.
TEACHER A SSESSMENT 2
(reproducible on page 12 of teacher guide)
This assessment is completed using Teacher
Assessment 1. Using the data from Teacher
Assessment 1, you create a bar graph that provides
a visual comparison of a student’s level of mastery
for each of the reading strategies.
TEACHER A SSESSMENT 3
(reproducible on page 13 of teacher guide)
This assessment is completed using Teacher
Assessments 1 and 2. Using the data from these
assessments, you are able to provide a review of
a student’s overall strengths and weaknesses, as
well as provide an analysis of those areas that
need improvement. This analysis allows you to
document what action will be taken – remediation
or further instruction – to help the student achieve
mastery as well as document the student’s progress
after those steps have been taken.
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What should I do with the completed
student self-assessments, teacher
assessments and the Answer Forms?
The completed student self-assessments, teacher
assessments and the Answer Forms may be placed
in the student’s portfolio for review by reading
specialists, administrators or another teacher. As a
student works through Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, the portfolio allows teachers
and parents to see the student’s growth and
performance over time.

How do I record results for the entire class
on the Class Performance Chart?
After students have completed each Pretest and
Post Test, record the number of correct responses
to the strategy-based questions for your entire class
on the reproducible Class Performance Chart, on
page 14 of the teacher guide. Tick off the
appropriate box to indicate if the chart represents
data collected from Pretests 1–5 or Post Tests 1–5.
For each student, record the number of correct
responses (out of 5) for each strategy. Then total
the responses to determine the overall number of
correct responses (out of 60 for Books B–H, out of
40 for Book A, out of 30 for Books P and AA) for
each student. Using the Class Performance Chart
in this way provides an opportunity to evaluate
classroom progress over time.

What is the CARS Plus/STARS Plus/
Extensions Collection?
Step 1. Diagnose and Benchmark
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies allows you to identify and assess
a student’s level of mastery for each of
12 reading strategies in Books B–H,
8 strategies in Book A and 6 strategies in
Books P and AA.
Step 2. Instruction
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success
provides scaffolded instruction – modelled
instruction, guided practice and
independent practice – that supports
student success with the strategies assessed
in Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies.
Step 3. Ensure Mastery for On-Level Students
Extensions in Reading Series reinforces,
extends and applies concepts developed in
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success with
more sophisticated elements: graphic
organisers, longer passages, paired
selections and models.

What should I do if students are having
difficulty understanding specific strategy
questions?
You may want to pause and focus on the question
types and strategies before students move on to the
next lesson. Understanding the Strategies, on
pages 7–10, is a useful reproducible tool for
instructing students on how to answer a strategybased question.
Make a copy of Understanding the Strategies for
each student. Take the students, as a class, through
a lesson they have already completed.
Read the reading passage aloud or enlist a student
volunteer to read it. Then discuss each strategybased question and the answer choices, referring to
the strategy descriptions in Understanding the
Strategies. As student volunteers answer each
question, explain why an answer choice is correct, as
well as why the remaining choices are not correct.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Finding Main Idea
The main idea of a reading passage is a sentence that tells what the
passage is mostly about. Questions about main idea might ask you to
find what a passage is mostly about or mainly about. The questions
might also ask you to choose the best title for a passage. When
answering a question about main idea, ask yourself, What is the passage
mostly about? Then choose your answer.

• Recalling Facts and Details
Every reading passage contains facts and details. The facts and details
tell more about the main idea. Questions about facts and details ask you
about something that was stated in the passage. To answer a question
about a fact or detail, look back to the passage to find the answer.

• Understanding Sequence
Sometimes, a passage is told in order, or sequence. Different things
happen at the beginning, middle and ending of a passage. Questions
about sequence ask you to remember and put events or details in order.
Questions about sequence often contain key words such as first, then,
last, after or before.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Recognising Cause and Effect
A cause is something that happens. An effect is something that
happens because of the cause. Read this sentence: “I forgot to set my
alarm clock, so I was late for school.” The cause of being late for
school was forgetting to set the alarm clock. The effect of forgetting to
set the alarm clock is being late for school. Questions about cause and
effect usually begin with the key words why, what happened or because.

• Comparing and Contrasting
Some questions ask you to find how two things are alike or different.
This is called compare and contrast, or finding likenesses and
differences. Questions that ask you to compare or contrast usually
contain key words such as most like, different, alike or similar.

• Making Predictions
A prediction is something you think will happen in the future.
Questions about predictions ask what will probably or most likely
happen next. You will not find the answer to these questions in the
passage. But there are clues you can use from the passage to make a
good guess about what might happen next.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Finding Word Meaning in Context
Sometimes when you read, you find a word whose meaning you do not
know. Often you can tell the meaning of the word by the way the
word is used in the sentence. This is called understanding word
meaning in context. Questions about meaning in context ask you to
find the meaning of a word that may not be familiar to you. If you
have trouble choosing an answer for a question like this, try each
answer choice in the sentence where the word appears in the passage.
See which answer choice makes the most sense.

• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
When you read, many times you must figure out things on your own.
The author doesn’t always tell you everything. For example, you might
read these sentences: “The moon cast an eerie glow in Jake’s room.
Suddenly, he saw a shadow by the window. Jake sat up in bed, frozen
with fear.” From what the author has written, you can tell that it is
probably night-time, because the moon is out and Jake is in bed.
Questions about drawing conclusions often contain the key words you
can tell or probably.

• Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
Questions about facts and opinions ask you to find which statements
are fact statements and which statements are opinion statements.
Remember, a fact is something that is true. An opinion tells how a
person feels about something. Facts can be proven. Opinions cannot.
Statements that are opinions often contain key words such as most, best,
nicest and greatest.
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UNDERSTANDING

THE

STRATEGIES

• Identifying Author’s Purpose
Questions about author’s purpose ask you why the author wrote the
passage. Most authors write for one of these reasons: to persuade (make
someone want to do something), to give information, to describe or to
entertain. You can remember these four reasons by remembering
P.I.D.E. – P for persuade, I for information, D for description and E
for entertain.

• Interpreting Figurative Language
Sometimes, writers use words in such a way that their meaning is
different from their usual meaning. For example, someone who has
told a secret might say, “I spilled the beans.” This is an example of
figurative language. These words do not mean that the person actually
spilled some beans. These words mean “I didn’t mean to tell the
secret.”

• Summarising
Questions about the best summary of a passage ask you about the
main points of the passage. When you answer questions about
summary, first ask yourself, What is the main idea of the passage? A
good summary is closer to the main idea than to any single detail
found in the passage.
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Pretest 1
Read this article about zebras. Then answer questions about the article. Choose the
best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
Zebras live in the grasslands of Africa.
These members of the horse family are
probably best known for their distinctive
stripes and black and white colouring.
When zebras are born, they are
brownish black and white. As they grow,
they develop their stripe pattern. No one
knows for certain why zebras have stripes.
Zoologists have several theories, though.
They believe the stripes offer zebras
protection from predators in at least two
ways.
Zebras spend most of their time eating
in the grasslands. They eat the tall grass,
as well as bark, leaves, buds, fruits and
roots. Zoologists believe that their stripes
act as camouflage while they are moving
about the grassland. This theory might not
seem to make sense at first. After all, a
zebra’s stripes stick out like a sore thumb.
But consider that the zebra’s main predator,
the lion, is colour-blind. Then consider the
wavy lines of a zebra’s stripes. These wavy
lines blend in with the tall grass. It’s not
the colour of the zebra stripes that protects
it, but the pattern of the stripes. A zebra
grazing in the grasslands can be completely
overlooked by a lion.
Another means of protection has to do
with their herds. Zebras usually travel in
large groups, in which they stay close. In
tight groups, the pattern of each zebra’s
stripes blends in with the stripes of the
zebras around it. This is confusing to a
predator. All it sees is a large, moving,
striped mass. A lion has trouble singling
out one zebra.

While a zebra’s stripes may be
indistinguishable to other animals, they
help zebras recognise each another.
Stripe patterns are like fingerprints.
No two patterns are alike. Zoologists
believe this is how zebras keep their
herds together. Zebras can tell which
zebras belong to their herd and which
do not by their stripe patterns. A zebra
mare and her foal can also keep track
of each other in the large herd. Stripe
patterns are helpful to zoologists as well.
Stripe patterns help them track particular
zebras in the wild so they can study their
behaviour.
Today, zebras face an uncertain future
in the wild. Many are hunted by humans
for their meat and hide. The hunting of
zebras must be stopped. Zebras are also
at risk because food and water supplies
are shrinking. They must fight with
farmers for grazing land and water. One
species of zebra, the quagga, has already
died out. Humans must make sure this
does not happen again.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The article tells mainly about
 a zebra’s habitat.
 a zebra’s stripes.
 a zebra’s predators.
 a zebra’s habits.

Recognising Cause and Effect
4. What happens when zebras are in tight
groups?
 Their stripes disappear.
 Finding food is easier.
 The colour of their stripes
change.
 They are harder to single out.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Which of these is most important to a
zebra’s protection from a predator ?
 the colour of its stripes
 the size of its stripes
 the pattern of its stripes
 the number of its stripes

Comparing and Contrasting
5. In the article, the stripes of a zebra are
compared to
 bark.
 horses.
 grasslands.
 fingerprints.

Understanding Sequence
3. When do zebras develop their stripe
patterns ?
 when they are born
 as they grow
 when they are adults
 as they near old age

Making Predictions
6. What will most likely happen if zebras
continue to have difficulty finding
food and water ?
 Farmers will stop farming.
 Farmers will share land and water
with the zebras.
 Many zebras will die.
 Zebras will become prey to more
animals.
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. Which of these is the best meaning of
the word camouflage ?
 “distant”
 “disguise”
 “different”
 “deceive”

Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The article was written mainly to
 describe the different kinds of
stripes zebras have.
 explain theories about a zebra’s
stripes.
 get readers to do more to help
zebras.
 entertain readers with
information about an unusual
animal.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. From the article, you can conclude
that
 zebras do not eat meat.
 zebras are found all over Africa.
 zebras are colour blind.
 zebras look alike, even to each
other.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. Which sentence contains a simile?
 No two patterns are alike.
 Stripes act as camouflage.
 Stripes stick out like a sore
thumb.
 They eat the tall grass, as well as
bark.

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these expresses a fact ?
 The hunting of zebras must be
stopped.
 Sadly, zebras face an uncertain
future in the wild.
 Many zebras are hunted by
humans for their meat and hide.
 Humans must make sure this
does not happen again.

Summarising
12. What is a good summary of the
article?
 Zebras are known for their
distinctive stripes and colouring
and live in herds.
 Zebras are found in the
grasslands of Africa and are
members of the horse family.
 Zebras are hunted by both
animals and humans and must
be protected.
 No one knows for sure why a
zebra has stripes, but zoologists
believe they offer important
protection.
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Benchmark
1 1
Benchmark
Read this folktale from the islands of Fiji. Then answer questions about the
folktale. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Long ago, the small Pacific island of Kambara was infested with thousands upon
thousands of mosquitoes. The islanders were worn down and weary of trying to
avoid being bitten by the pesky insects. Things were worse in the evening after the
sun had gone down. That’s when the insects appeared in droves. During the day,
the women of the island spent long hours making screens to keep the mosquitoes at
bay.
Now it happened that a prince from the island of Oneata was sailing throughout
the South Pacific in search of treasures to bring back to his people. One day, he
landed on Kambara, where he was welcomed by the chief as an honoured guest.
After enjoying a great feast, the chief showed the prince to a room where he could
sleep for the night. All around the room hung beautifully painted cloth screens. The
prince had never seen anything like them before.
“Tell me, chief,” said the prince, “why do you hang such lovely cloth all about the
room?”
“That is for the mosquitoes,” replied the chief.
“Mosquitoes? What are mosquitoes?” asked the prince.
The chief was too embarrassed
to reveal the truth, especially to a
prince. So he said, “Mosquitoes are
our little friends of the night. They
come out each evening and sing us
to sleep. They are like a tiny chorus.”
“How nice,” said the prince. “We
have nothing like mosquitoes on
Oneata.”
The chief laughed. “We happen
to have more than we need,” he
said.
The prince yawned and excused
himself to retire for the night. Just
as he began to fall asleep, the night
air filled with the hum and buzz
of hungry mosquitoes swarming
outside the screens. “Such a
soothing, peaceful sound,” the
prince muttered. “Mosquitoes are a
rare treasure, indeed.”
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The next morning, the prince approached the chief and asked if he could take
some mosquitoes back to Oneata with him.
The chief thought for a moment, and then a grin slowly grew across his face.
“You would have to take all of them,” he replied. “They are a close-knit family and
would be heartbroken if they were separated.” The chief could hardly keep a straight
face as he continued to string along the prince.
“But what about your people?” asked the prince. “Wouldn’t they be unhappy if I
took all of their wonderful mosquitoes?”
“Yes, they would,” replied the chief, “but if you were to give us something in
return, I think my people would be satisfied.”
“I have a magic conch shell in my canoe,” said the prince, excitedly. “If you blow
into the shell like a trumpet, fish swim to shore and let themselves be caught. You
and your people will never be hungry.”
“Then it’s a deal,” said the chief, happily. “Our mosquitoes for your magic shell!”
The people of Kambara got to work setting a trap for the mosquitoes. First, they
used a huge basket woven so tightly that even the tiniest of insects could not escape.
Then they placed a wild pig inside the basket. The chief waited behind a nearby tree
with the lid.
The sun began to set and, as usual, the mosquitoes appeared by the thousands,
searching for victims. Soon some of the insects found the poor pig and before long,
every mosquito on the island was in the basket. The chief jumped out from behind
the tree, placed the lid on the basket and tied it securely with long vines.
With the basket in his canoe, the prince sailed back to Oneata. All he could think
of was how happy his
people would be with
the wonderful sounds
of the mosquitoes. The
people of Kambara were
also happy. The chief
blew on the conch shell,
and the islanders began
gathering fish for a
celebration feast.

Copyright © 2013 by Hawker Brownlow Education. CAT057 All rights reserved. Reprinted from CARS PLUS Sampler Level E. Melbourne, Vic: Hawker
Brownlow Education, www.hbe.com.au. To the extent not permitted by Part VB of the Copyright Act 1968, and subject to the terms of use for this resource, the purchaser of this resource may photocopy this page for their teaching purposes. Reproduction authorised only for use in the school site that has
purchased the book.

Finding Main Idea
1. A good name for the folktale is
 “Mosquito Island”.
 “The Bargain”.
 “A Clever Prince”.
 “Little Friends of the Night”.

Recognising Cause and Effect
4. The prince was travelling through the
South Pacific in order to
 seek treasures for his people.
 find a new home for his people.
 trade goods with other islanders.
 collect insects to bring back to his
island.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. In the folktale, when are the
mosquitoes most annoying?
 after a rain
 before the sun rises
 after the sun goes down
 in the early morning hours

Comparing and Contrasting
5. The chief compares the mosquitoes to
 a dance.
 a chorus.
 an orchestra.
 a song.

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions
6. What will most likely happen
soon after the prince releases the
mosquitoes on his own island?
 The people and the mosquitoes
will live together peacefully.
 The people will enjoy the night
sounds of the mosquitoes.
 The mosquitoes will leave the
island in search of victims.
 The mosquitoes will begin to
annoy the people.

3. The boxes tell about some of the
things that happened in the folktale.
The prince
arrives on
the island.

The prince
enjoys the
soothing
sounds of the
mosquitoes.

What belongs in the empty box?





The people set a trap for the
mosquitoes.
The prince asks the chief if he
could have some mosquitoes.
The chief and the prince strike a
deal.
The prince is welcomed with a
great feast.
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. In paragraph 1, the best meaning for
droves is
 “movements”.
 “struggles”.
 “huge numbers”.
 “mounds or stacks”.

Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The folktale was probably written to
 describe life on a tiny island.
 persuade readers to be cautious
when making a trade.
 explain why there are no
mosquitoes on Kambara.
 inform readers how to be rid of
annoying insects.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. From the folktale, you can tell that
 the chief feels terrible about what
he has done.
 the prince has no idea what he is
really getting from the chief.
 the mosquitoes will escape from
their trap.
 the people of Kambara disapprove
of their chief’s actions.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. What is the meaning of the phrase
string along?
 “notify”
 “amuse”
 “mislead”
 “reveal”

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these is a fact?
 The prince was welcomed on the
island of Kambara.
 Mosquitoes are the most
annoying of all insects.
 The chief was more clever than
the prince.
 The chief never should have
allowed the prince to take the
mosquitoes.

Summarising
12. Which of these best summarises the
folktale?
 A prince arrives on an island and
finds treasure.
 A chief solves a nagging problem
by tricking a prince.
 People living on an island think
of a plan to rid their island of
insects.
 Mosquitoes terrorise people
living on a small island.
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Post
Test
Post
Test
1 1
Read this poem written by Robert, a year-five student. Then answer questions
about the poem. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

I close my eyes to the world
and retreat inside my mind.
It’s time to take a needed break
and leave my cares behind.
I navigate my course
to another time and space.
Perhaps I’ll mingle with the stars
or explore a foreign place.
My compass is my faithful guide;
I’ll follow where it leads.
Will I peer beyond the horizon
or just soar at incredible speeds?
I might grab the tail of a comet
and hitch a ride across the sky.
Or orbit ’round the spinning earth
and see the view on high.
I think I hear a familiar voice
calling, “Better come home soon.”
My mum summons me from afar,
’cause I forgot to clean my room.
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Finding Main Idea
1. What is a good title for the poem?
 “Sky Writing”
 “Mind Travels”
 “Around the World”
 “Space Journey”

Recognising Cause and Effect
4. The speaker of the poem is
daydreaming because
 he wants to avoid doing
homework.
 he doesn’t want to clean his
room.
 he wants to leave his cares behind.
 he doesn’t want to listen to his
mother.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. How will the speaker “hitch a ride”
across the sky ?
 by grabbing the tail of a comet
 by orbiting around the earth
 by exploring a foreign place
 by soaring at incredible speeds

Comparing and Contrasting
5. In the poem, a compass is compared
to
 a trusted friend.
 a careful navigator.
 a faithful guide.
 an imaginary course.

Understanding Sequence
3. Which of these happens first ?
 The speaker ponders a journey to
a foreign place.
 The speaker navigates his course.
 The speaker receives a request to
return home.
 The speaker wonders if he will
peer beyond the horizon.

Making Predictions
6. Predict which of these adventures the
speaker would most likely mention if
the poem were to continue.
 a tour through a science museum
 an encounter with the man in the
moon
 a ride on a bus through crowded
city streets
 a trip to Uluru
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. You can tell that mingle means
 “explore”.
 “travel between”.
 “transport”.
 “mix in”.

Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The poem was written mainly to
 describe the adventures of a
young boy.
 explain the consequences of
daydreaming.
 entertain readers with imagined
adventures.
 inform readers about a unique
way to relax.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. There is enough information in the
poem to conclude that
 the speaker hopes to become a
navigator one day.
 the speaker has an active
imagination.
 the speaker tends to neglect his
cleaning.
 the speaker enjoys learning about
foreign lands.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. The words retreat inside my mind tell
you that the speaker is
 forgetting to do something.
 closing himself off from the
world.
 taking a break from cleaning.
 troubled with many worries.

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these expresses an opinion ?
 Robert took an imaginary
journey.
 Robert spends too much time
daydreaming.
 Robert needs to clean his room.
 Robert closed his eyes and took a
needed break.

Summarising
12. Which of these is the best summary
of the last stanza of the poem?
 A mother grows impatient with
her son’s daydreaming.
 A boy considers many kinds of
journeys in his daydreams.
 A boy decides to stop
daydreaming and attend to his
cleaning.
 A boy is interrupted from his
daydream by the call of his
mother.
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SM = Summarising

FL = Interpreting Figurative
Language

AP = Identifying Author’s Purpose

FO = Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

CI = Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

WM = Finding Word Meaning
in Context

MP = Making Predictions

CC = Comparing and Contrasting

CE = Recognising Cause and Effect

US = Understanding Sequence

FD = Recalling Facts and Details

Key
MI = Finding Main Idea

Class ___________________________

Teacher_________________________

Name __________________________
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SM = Summarising

FL = Interpreting Figurative Language

AP = Identifying Author’s Purpose

FO = Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion

CI = Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences

WM = Finding Word Meaning in Context

MP = Making Predictions

CC = Comparing and Contrasting

CE = Recognising Cause and Effect

US = Understanding Sequence

FD = Recalling Facts and Details

Key
MI = Finding Main Idea

Class

Teacher

Name
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Pretest Answer Form
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