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Your Story,
My Story, History
A Unit for Kindergarten Students
Deborah E. Burns
BACKGROUND FOR UNIT
The study of history is a characteristic part of an intermediate or secondary school
curriculum. However, beyond attention to national holidays and key historical
figures, the typical kindergartener rarely participates in a history-based curriculum.
Can children this young learn discipline-based history content and skills? We think
so, as long as we offer them lessons and content that will demonstrate the relationship between what they already know and the new information they are about to
discover. Young students’ natural curiosity and intrinsic motivation for learning also
provide us with compelling reasons for teaching discipline-based content and skills
in the primary grades.
This chapter provides seven lessons from a larger Parallel Curriculum Model
(PCM) history unit for kindergarteners that incorporates the Core, Connections,
Practice, and Identity Parallels. We developed this particular set of lessons to illustrate the four PCM parallels, Ascending Intellectual Demand (AID), and the integral
role of ongoing assessment and student observation. Each of the lessons was structured to address one main idea (concept, principle, generalization, or skill) inherent
to the study of history and to explore one or more of the facets of history knowledge
emphasized in the different PCM parallels. As a result, each lesson requires anywhere from one to six hours to implement. As a whole, the lessons in this chapter
unit require about 20 hours of class time to implement.
Students learn about the discipline of history as they study the Core concepts
of time, era, change, continuity, story, perspective, artifact, museum, and historian.
They practice the Core skills of listening, recalling, retelling, time sequencing, comparing and contrasting, cause and effect, finding relationships, asking questions,
making inferences, recording information, and making a presentation. Within the
Connections parallel, they explore one of the National Council of Social Studies
5

2

Wind—The
Unequal Heating
of the Earth’s Surface
A Core Unit on Weather
for Elementary Students
Jeanne H. Purcell
BACKGROUND FOR UNIT
This Core parallel unit on weather has unusual origins. It began with a search for
weather materials that were both developmentally appropriate and true to the discipline. The search yielded little that addressed the learning needs of 10- and 11-yearolds and that addressed the Core content of this complex topic in a systematic fashion.
This Earth science curriculum unit about weather was written to fill those needs.
Weather: The Never-Ending Story contains four modules. The first module, I
Can Be a Meteorologist Too, is designed to engage students with the subject matter.
They begin to realize that they can create weather instruments, gather important
weather data, and make their own predictions that rival the accuracy of professional
meteorologists. Module 2 includes learning activities that allow young people to
understand how local winds are formed. The third module provides students with
multiple opportunities to understand the water cycle, and the fourth module
addresses the relationship between geography and daily weather.
This unit answers—in two ways—a major focusing question for the Core Curriculum: How is the information organized to help people use it better? First, the unit
contains a concept map (see Lesson 1). A concept map is a graphic, two-dimensional,
hierarchical representation of a circumscribed set of concepts. The concepts are
linked together with prepositional statements, words, or phrases that express the
relationship among concepts. The propositional statements are a most important
component in the map because they express the principles—or structure—of the
field. These principles are the heart of the Core parallel.
In addition, the map arranges concepts in hierarchical form with categories
and subcategories. Students can readily see the structure of the discipline and that
57
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Unit Concept Map: The Driving Force in Weather
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Student product/
presentation reveals an
awareness of the
standards of quality
used by a historian.

Product

Student follows rules and
conventions of historical
interpretation.

Process

Student demonstrates
accurate knowledge and
understandings of the
main ideas within the
historical documents.

Content

Novice

Student interprets and
communicates an
understanding of
historical issues, people,
and events through a
product/presentation
that impacts self and
others.

Student aptly employs
rules and guidelines of
historians in his or her
interpretation of
historical issues, people,
and events.

Student effectively
incorporates accurate
knowledge and
understandings in his
or her interpretation of
the historical
documents in order to
make sense of issues,
people, and events.

Apprentice

Student reveals an
evolving sense of historical
interpretation through a
product/presentation that
leads to self-fulfillment and
provides enjoyment and
knowledge for others.

Student’s interpretation of
historical issues, people,
and events reflects values,
knowledge, and methods
of historians.

Student clarifies, extends,
and synthesizes
knowledge,
understandings, and
interpretation of historical
issues, people, and/or
events through a critical
examination of primary
and secondary resources.

Proficient

Student’s accomplished
product/presentation
shows insightful
understandings that reveal
personal insights and
inform and engage the
audience.

Student has an
understanding of the depth
and complexity of historical
issues, people, and events
through an objective
consideration of multiple
perspectives.

Student refines and revises
thinking, writing, and
presenting in order to
promote and defend
evolving understandings of
historical issues, people,
and events and their
implications for current and
future thinking.

Expert

Student’s sophisticated
product/presentation
reveals an understanding of
the complexity of the
human condition and the
role of self and others as
decision makers and
problem solvers.

Student analyzes historical
problems, people, and/or
events and discovers new
insights that lead to a
deeper understanding of
contemporary issues and
dilemmas.

Student recounts,
encapsulates, and evaluates
historical persons, issues,
and/or events through
authentic work that is
designed to impact and
enlighten others.

Innovator

In the realm of the scholar-practitioner, learning becomes more complex, sophisticated, and refined through the progressive development of
knowledge and performance. Learning becomes an ongoing journey for the student, revealing the present and future self, as one progresses
from novice to apprentice to proficient to expert and ultimately to innovator. We delineated all levels to accommodate the academic diversity
that may be realized through a challenging curriculum that sets no limits.

Lesson 4 Rubric: Final Project
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Research Recording Format: Three-Column Journal Entry
Questions

Evidence

Inference

Use these questions to
guide your research.

As you read through your
text, find quotations,
passages, or references
that answer the question.
Mark each reference with
a page number.

Describe the inferences that
you are making about your
subject.

What significant events or
issues did your subject face?
For each one you list,
indicate whether it results
from chance or choice.
What type of education or
training did your subject
receive?
Who are significant people
or mentors who helped
shape your subject’s life?
In what field or fields is the
person known?
What incident, heroic
action, personal experience,
or related circumstance has
made your subject of
national interest?
What personal internal or
emotional challenges did
your subject face? How did
he or she handle these
challenges? Were there
times when your subject
was at odds with any of the
decisions he or she faced?
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Lesson 3 Rubric: Biography and Autobiography Research
Performances

Novice

Competent

Expert

Evidence
gathered

Evidence that is gathered
from the text does not
address the questions
posed for the research
and lacks variety.

Evidence is gathered from
the text in two or more
categories to address the
questions posed for the
research.

A variety of evidence has
been gathered from the text
to address the questions
posed for the research
(quotations, statements,
dates, documented events
that marked turning points
in the subject’s life).

Critical lens

Summarizes or uses
faulty analysis; little or no
evidence used to support
the analysis; chart
incomplete.

Organizes evidence,
assertions, and analysis
around central questions
that are posed; uses
evidence to support the
analysis; completes the
chart coherently but not in
a persuasive manner.

Efficiently organizes
evidence, assertions, and
analysis around central
questions that are posed;
uses convincing evidence to
support the analysis;
completes the chart
coherently and
persuasively.

Interpretation
of evidence

Demonstrates a
misinterpretation of the
evidence gathered to
classify the evidence
under the appropriate
categorical question; bases
inference on hasty or
cursory look at only one
or two pieces of
information; does not
consider consequences.

Demonstrates general
understanding or
interpretation of the
evidence gathered in
helping classify the
evidence under the
appropriate categorical
question; bases inference
on examination of
information and some
consideration of
consequences.

Demonstrates sophisticated
and thorough interpretation
of the evidence gathered
in helping classify the
evidence under the
appropriate categorical
question; bases inference on
a thorough examination of
the evidence, an
exploration of reasonable
alternatives, and an
evaluation of the
consequences.

Connections

Makes inappropriate or
incorrect connections
between one or more
forms of evidence and
other issues (historical,
genre, contemporary
concerns).

Makes appropriate
connections (concrete,
foundational, and
personal) among two or
more forms of evidence
and other issues (historical,
genre, contemporary
issues).

Makes insightful
connections (abstract,
transformational, and
societal) among two or
more forms of evidence
and other issues (historical
setting, genre,
contemporary concerns).

Conventions

Communication is
impaired by errors; little
or no use of conventions
of quotations and
citations.

Some mechanical errors,
but communication is not
impaired; demonstrates
knowledge of accepted
conventions of quotations
and citations.

Mechanical errors are rare
or nonexistent; follows
appropriate conventions of
quotations and citations.
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