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This chart shows the academic standards covered in each chapter.

MATHEMATICS Standards are covered on pages

Numbers and Operations—Understand numbers, ways of representing 
numbers, relationships among numbers and number systems.

9,  12, 23

Numbers and Operations—Understand meanings of operations and how they 
relate to one another.

17

Numbers and Operations—Compute fl uently and make reasonable estimates. 23

Algebra—Represent and analyse mathematical situations and structures 
using algebraic symbols. 

20

Algebra—Use mathematical models to represent and understand quantitative 
relationships.

20

Geometry—Analyse characteristics and properties of two- and three-
dimensional geometric shapes, and develop mathematical arguments about 
geometric relationships.

27

Communication—Use the language of mathematics to express mathematical 
ideas precisely.

27

SCIENCE Standards are covered on pages

Physical Science—Understand properties of objects and materials. 31

Life Science—Understand characteristics of organisms. 39

Life Science—Understand organisms and environments. 34, 39

Earth Science—Understand changes in the earth and sky. 43, 45

SOCIAL STUDIES Standards are covered on pages

Understand culture and cultural diversity. 55, 62

Understand the ways human beings view themselves in and over time. 62

Understand the interactions among people, places and environments. 48, 52

Understand individual development and identity. 48

Understand how people organise for the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services.

59

Index of Activities
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ENGLISH Standards are covered on pages

Read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding 
of texts, of self, and of the cultures of Australia and the world; to acquire 
new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the 
workplace; and for personal fulfi llment (includes fi ction and nonfi ction, 
classic and contemporary works).

75

Apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate 
and appreciate texts. Draw on prior experience, interactions with other 
readers and writers, knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, word 
identifi cation strategies and understanding of textual features (e.g. sound-
letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics).

66, 71, 74, 75

Employ a wide range of strategies while writing, and use different writing 
process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for 
a variety of purposes.

78

Apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g. spelling 
and punctuation), media techniques, fi gurative language and genre to create, 
critique and discuss print and nonprint texts. 

71, 81

Index of Activities

BOOK Year Level

1 Prep/1
2 1/2
3 2/3
4 3/4
5 4/5
6 5/6

Middle Years: English 6–9
Middle Years: Science 6–9
Middle Years: Maths 6–9

Suggested Suitability of Activities by Year Level
Book One through to Book Six are suitable for Year Prep through to Year 6, as shown in the table below, 

but this may vary slightly in your classroom.
The Middle Years books in this series are suitable for Year 6 to Year 9.
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Hungry Crocodiles

Standard
Numbers and Operations—Understand numbers, ways of representing 
numbers, relationships among numbers and number systems.

Objectives
Students will learn the mathematical symbols for greater than, less than and 
equal to (>, <, =). 
Students will practise using these symbols to compare and order whole 
numbers up to 100.

Materials
Hungry Crocodiles activity
Less Than, Greater Than activity
paper lunch bags
scissors, glue
crayons or textas
one hundred 10 cm x 15 cm index cards
project paper squares (100 per student)

In this activity, students will compare numbers and associate a hungry 
crocodile with the symbols for greater than, less than and equal to. First, 
students will make crocodile puppets and use them to play a number 
comparison game. Then they will create graphic organisers to demonstrate 
their knowledge of the concept. 

1. To prepare for the activity, make a copy of the Hungry Crocodiles activity 
(page 15). Colour the patterns, cut them out and glue each one to the 
bottom of a paper lunch bag to make crocodile puppets. Write > on 
the puppet with its mouth open to the left, < on the puppet with its 
mouth open to the right and = on the puppet with its mouth closed. 
Then number a set of 100 index cards from 1 to 100. Make a few 
extra cards with the same number, such as two 50s and two 12s.

2. Show students the three puppets and tell them that the crocodiles are 

Strategies
Associating concepts

Rehearsal

Graphic organiser

25

D

Hungry Crocodiles Page 15
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Money Match

Standards
Numbers and Operations—Understand numbers, ways of representing 
numbers, relationships among numbers and number systems. 
Compute fl uently and make reasonable estimates.

Objectives
Students will add numbers to determine the value of sets of coins. 
Students will match different sets of coins that have equivalent values.

Materials
Money Match activities
set of real or plastic coins for each group of four (4 dollars, 10 50¢ pieces, 
20 20¢ pieces, 25 10¢ pieces)

Year ones enjoy learning about the value of money. They understand that 
money is used to buy things, and knowing how to accurately count coins 
gives them a sense of accomplishment and power over their world. In this 
activity, students use real coins and pictures of coins to play a cooperative 
memory match game.

1. Duplicate a set of Money Match activities (pages 25–26) for each team. 
Cut apart and laminate the cards.

2. Begin the activity by reviewing with students the value of a dollar, 50¢, 
20¢ and 10¢ pieces. Present a monetary value, such as 80 cents. 
Ask volunteers to use the coins to demonstrate different ways of 
showing that value. Continue practising with other monetary values 
until each student has a chance to participate.

3. Divide the class into teams of four. Give each team a set of Money 
Match cards and a set of coins (4 dollars, 10 50¢ pieces, 20 20¢ 
pieces, 25 10¢ pieces).

4. Have teams shuffl e their cards and place them facedown in rows. 
Each player chooses one card to fl ip over so four cards are showing. 
If two cards have matching values, all players take a turn using coins 
to show the matching value. The matching cards are removed, and the 
nonmatching cards are placed facedown again. 

5. Play continues until all matching cards have been found. Everyone 
wins because everyone has practised adding money!

Strategies
Focus activity

Rehearsal

Game

C

Money Match Pages 25–26
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In the Spotlight

Standard
Employ a wide range of writing strategies, and use different writing process 
elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety 
of purposes. 

Objective
Students will select a focus for writing and use sensory details to describe 
an event.

Materials
Spotlight Idea Web activity 
torch

Young students are often overwhelmed by writing assignments. They do 
not know what to write about or where to begin. In this activity, students use 
some prewriting techniques to develop a clear focus for a writing topic. Then 
they use a graphic organiser to help them brainstorm sensory details about 
their topic.

1. Help students get focused for this activity with a quick demonstration. 
Ask them to describe your classroom. After several descriptions, shine 
a torch on one object, and ask students to only describe that one 
thing. Explain that they will choose an event to put “in the spotlight”.

2. Initiate a group discussion about things your students like to do and 
events they have attended. Record students’ ideas on the board or a 
sheet of blank paper. 

3. Choose a few items from the list, and ask volunteers to name three 
things they know about each one. Record those ideas, as well.

4. Then have each student list the names of three events they have 
attended. Encourage students to choose events that they
know at least three things about. Have them circle one event,
draw a picture of it and independently brainstorm things they know 
about the event. 

5. Next, give students a copy of the Spotlight Idea Web activity 
(page 80). Have them use the graphic organiser to categorise their 
ideas. Encourage students to write down more ideas about their 
events using the fi ve senses as inspiration. Ask them to think about 
what they saw, felt, heard, tasted and touched.

Strategies
Graphic organiser

Multiple intelligences 

D

Spotlight Idea Web Page 80
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6. Finally, have students write a short paragraph about the event they 
chose. Have them incorporate as many sensory details as they can. 
Allow volunteers to read their paragraphs aloud.

Ideas for More Differentiation
Allow beginning mastery writers to work with partners to write their stories. 
High-degree mastery writers may wish to write a chapter book about an 
event. Each chapter can feature a paragraph that focuses on one of the fi ve 
senses.

Extend the Activity
Choose an event that all of your students have experienced, such as the fi rst 
day of school. Make a class book about the event, and have each student 
contribute illustrations and a story or poem. Allow each student a chance to 
take the book home to share with their families. Then invite family members 
to add a story or poem of their own to the book. Your students will fi nd the 
stories of each other’s families fascinating!

Royal
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