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Preface

Public schooling has changed since the first edition of this
book was published in January 1999. Three years later, on

January 8, 2002, President Bush signed No Child Left Behind
(NCLB). The idea that no child should be left behind is an excellent
one. The impact on practice, particularly for schools serving large
numbers of students from high-risk environments, has been
mixed. On the positive side, NCLB has caused schools to look
deeply at the learning needs of individual students. No longer can
students of color and English language learning students be
excused from high expectations. On the negative side, there are
many schools at which students are making large achievement
gains, but not large enough to meet the federal NCLB standards.
In what way are students at these schools served when their
schools are identified as “Program Improvement” and thereby as
“failing” within their communities? Many teachers and adminis-
trators at these schools feel under siege; many leave the school
and/or the profession.

A second change is the opening of charter schools in many
communities. The distinction between public and private school-
ing has become less clear as a result. Charter schools, funded with
public monies, are competing with neighborhood and magnet
schools for families and for students. When charter schools enroll a
student population that is reflective of the diversity in the commu-
nity, including children of color, English language learners, and
special education students, we may learn from these schools.
When charter schools enroll a more select group of students or
return students to the neighborhood school when they are not per-
forming well or fitting in, the playing field is not level and public
schooling is being undermined.
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x FOSTERING RESILIENCE

I opened the first edition with the following:

“How do you like my school?” asked María. 
“I’m very impressed by how friendly everyone is,” said I. 
“More important, they really trust me here,” said María.

Now more than ever, it is imperative that schools be places
where students feel welcome and safe. Of equal importance, stu-
dents need to feel valued, respected, and known by the adults at
the school. Parents, teachers, and administrators need this also.
After reading this book, I hope you will be motivated to seek out
such schools in your community and work to support the deep
commitment and hard work that it takes to sustain them. Truly
believing in the potential of all students requires changes in daily
practices that are deeply embedded in school culture. This book
will encourage you to look at your own deeply held beliefs and
offer you tools to examine and redesign the school’s culture and
practices. It will take considerable skill and courage to lead this
effort. Be skillful! Be courageous!

SEEKING EXEMPLARY SCHOOLS

Initially, Corwin Press asked me to travel and to write about
schools that best exemplify fostering resilience for their students.
In March 1997 I visited New York City and observed three extra-
ordinary, small, public high schools serving primarily students
of color: Vanguard Academy, Urban Academy, and the
acclaimed Central Park East Secondary School (CPESS). I also
went to New Hampshire to visit Souhegan High School, a very
innovative school serving middle- and upper-middle-class stu-
dents. Several years earlier, on two separate occasions, I had vis-
ited Maria’s school, South Pointe Elementary School in Dade
County, Florida. These are wonderful schools from which we can
learn a lot.

Why, however, should you or I have to look far from home to
find schools that demonstrate a deep commitment to every stu-
dent? Such schools should and do exist in every community. The
leaders of these schools are courageous and need our voices and
support. One of these leaders may be you! Given that school lead-
ership comes from many sources—administrators, teachers,
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classified staff, parents, students, and community members—
reading this book may help you become such a leader.

When I wrote the first edition of Fostering Resilience: Expecting
All Students to Use Their Minds and Hearts Well, I told the story of
seven schools fighting for the hearts and souls of their students.
The adults in these schools know their students and their students’
work well. They also know their colleagues and their colleagues’
work well. As professionals, they accept the responsibility to work
with students, parents, the community, and colleagues to create a
learning community in which every student is expected and sup-
ported to learn. And they come to school knowing how important
their work is. All seven schools are within a forty-five-minute drive
of my house.

In preparation to write the second edition of this book, I revis-
ited each of the seven schools on several occasions. Some of the
schools I was still in close contact with. I made several changes in
how I approached the new case studies. First, and of great impor-
tance, I know through experience that the theory that school
change happens one school at a time is faulty. It is very difficult to
sustain change over time without district support. Oak Grove
School District truly exemplifies what can happen when a district
dedicates itself to closing the achievement gap. Their superinten-
dent, Manny Barbara, is inspirational in his commitment to the
education of every child. The new case study in Chapter 2 is about
Oak Grove. Rather than update the case study of Stipe, one of the
Oak Grove Schools, I have chosen to include case studies of two
other Oak Grove schools and how they have been affected by this
district commitment.

I wrote in the first edition about my belief in the importance
of small schools. In my role as director of the Leading for Equity
and Achievement Design Center (LEAD, www.lead-ces.com), a
regional center affiliated with the Coalition of Essential Schools
(www.essentialschools.org), I have supported the opening of
four small schools in our region, all educating students from
high-risk environments. The three described in Chapter 5
opened in 2004. The fourth opened in 2006. All are wonderful
schools, operating as small schools of choice within existing
school districts.

Preface xi

© 2008 Hawker Brownlow Education  CO6459



xii FOSTERING RESILIENCE

I have updated case studies on Anzar, Rosemary, Chavez,
Homestead, and Mission Hill. Moss Land Middle School closed in
2004 and is not included in this edition.

POTENTIAL OF ALL STUDENTS

Fostering Resilience is much more about the passionate belief in the
potential of all students and what it takes to foster that potential
than it is about particular schools. More than any other single fac-
tor, the lack of a deeply held belief in every child’s ability leads to
students achieving at levels lower than their potential. Most
teachers enter the profession believing that every student can be
successful, but few experienced teachers hold onto that belief. I do
not hold individual teachers or administrators accountable for
this. Our society clearly does not believe in the potential of every
individual. Our financial priorities as a nation demonstrate our
lack of commitment.

At the same time, many of our school practices get in the way.
Large schools, large classes, teacher isolation, lack of adequate
instructional resources, poorly conceived professional develop-
ment, inability to stay focused on what is most important . . . these
lead to far too many compromises by teachers and administrators,
and thereby to a lowering of expectations for students and for them-
selves. It is not possible for an elementary school teacher, responsi-
ble for teaching reading, writing, math, social studies, science,
physical education, art, and music to thirty-three students, to
demonstrate caring for each of the students. It is not possible for a
high school or middle school teacher, responsible for 150 to 200
students, to know each student and the student’s work well. It is
even harder when multiple languages are spoken by the students,
or the societal problems of poverty, drugs, racism, and struggling
families impose on the lives of the children and adults in our
schools. How can teachers in this situation value the participation
of each student? In fact, most teachers welcome students being out
sick or cutting classes because the number of bodies is reduced.
Most teachers demand that students sit quietly and listen to the
teacher talk, because the teacher is overwhelmed by the demands of
the job. And yet, there are schools that are working to remove road-
blocks to student success.
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RESILIENCE

My vision for the community I want to live and work in is based on
fostering resilience, the belief in the ability of every person to over-
come adversity if important protective factors are present in that
person’s life. Resilience is founded on the proposition that if mem-
bers of your family, community, and/or school care deeply about
you, have high expectations and purposeful support for you, and
value your participation, you will maintain a faith in the future
and can overcome almost any adversity. When the school commu-
nity works together to foster resilience, a large number of students
can overcome great adversity and achieve bright futures.

THIS IS NOT A SIMPLE FIX!

As you read about the schools featured in this book, you will come
to understand the depth of change in school practice and in school
culture required to foster resilience for all students. Fostering
resilience starts by challenging our underlying beliefs about stu-
dent potential and how students learn. This strikes at the heart of
not only who we are as educators but also who we are as people.

Thus, fostering resilience involves far more than altering the dis-
cipline policy, adding social service support to the school, adopting a
new curriculum program, buying computers, or having teachers go
through a new staff development program. As you read this book,
you will come to understand that for a school to attempt to foster
resilience for all its students honestly, school practices must be
examined. What we teach, how we teach, and how we assess are all
central to fostering resilience. How we organize the school and how
we group students are central. Likewise, expecting and supporting
all students to be literate and to demonstrate the habits of mind to
think critically are directly related to fostering resilience.

Fostering resilience serves as a lens to guide school redesign.
Look critically at school practices: How does this practice demon-
strate caring for every student? How does this practice demon-
strate high expectations for every student and support students’
efforts to meet these expectations? How does this practice demon-
strate valuing student participation?

Focusing my writing on schools is not meant to reduce the
important role of family and community.

Preface xiii
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