The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe
Written by C. S. Lewis
STORY SUMMARY
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During World War II, London was subject to devastating bombing attacks. This is the
story of four children—Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy—who are sent by their parents
to the country home of a “shaggy” old professor in order to ensure their safety during
these air raids.
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While staying in the mysterious house without their parents, the children discover a
fantastic land called Narnia. In this magical country they share many exciting adventures with several of the Narnians, including the tyrannical and evil White Witch; Mr
Tumnus, the friendly faun; Mr and Mrs Beaver; and Aslan, the brave and wonderful lion.
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As among most brothers and sisters, there is both rivalry and love. When threatened,
however, the love and loyalty surface. When Edmund falls under the spell of the White
Witch, the others must rescue him at great peril to themselves. Edmund finally redeems
himself and helps to eliminate the evil in the land of Narnia.

© 2009 Hawker Brownlow Education • EIM0864

3

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Meet the Author
Clive Staples Lewis
C.S. Lewis once said, “I wrote
the books I should have liked to
read. That’s always been my reason for writing.”
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The renowned British author
was born in Belfast, Ireland, in
November 1898. His father was a
lawyer, and his mathematicallytalented mother was the daughter
of a clergyman. They provided an
enriching environment for Clive
and his older brother. The two
boys spent many childhood hours
together drawing imaginative pictures. While his brother sketched
ships, trains and battles, Clive
concentrated on creating his own
country, which he called “Animal
Land”. At the age of seven or
eight, Clive began writing stories
to accompany his illustrations.
His first works were about chivalrous mice and rabbits. There was
also a plentiful supply of books
around their home. “In the seemingly endless rainy afternoons, I took volume after volume
from the shelves,” he said.

ke

rB

Sadly, Clive was only nine years old when his mother died. At first he was educated at
home with tutors. Later on he was sent to private boarding schools. He attended Oxford
University, but his education there was interrupted by his service in the British Army. After
being wounded in France, Lewis returned to Oxford to complete his studies.
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C.S. Lewis became a theologian of the Anglican Church and authored many scholarly
and imaginative works of literature for adults. It was not until 1950 that he published his
most famous children’s book, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. “I am astonished how
some very young children seem to understand it. I think it frightens some adults, but very
few children,” he said about the book. Lewis’s religious views can be seen in the Christ-like
role of Aslan, who dies to save Edmund on the Stone Table and then rises again. He went
on to create other books about Narnia; however, he said that when he first wrote The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe, he had no notion of writing the others.
“In a certain sense,” wrote Lewis, “I have never actually made a story. I see pictures.
Some of these pictures have a common flavour which groups them together. Images
always come first.”
C. S. Lewis died in November 1963.
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Pre-Reading Activities
Complete these activities before you read the book. Meet in small cooperative groups to
compare answers. Share your group’s responses with the entire class.

The London Blitz
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During World War II, the Germans launched devastating air raids on London, England.
These raids, which took place nearly every evening from September 1940 to May 1941,
were called the Blitz, or the London Blitz. The British citizens steadfastly refused to
negotiate with Hitler and showed great courage in withstanding the vicious attacks.
However, in order to protect their children from the constant bombings, some families
sent their youngsters to the safer countryside that surrounded the city.
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Activity: Gather reference information about this historical event. Ask family members
for their recollections about the Battle of Britain.
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Mythology
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The fascinating world of mythology is carefully integrated into this story. Mythological
creatures used as story characters include the fauns, the dryads, the naiads, the nymphs,
the centaurs, the unicorns, the satyrs and the giants.

wn

Activity: Locate or sketch pictures of these creatures. Read about them in mythology
books and learn their origins and characteristics.
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Wardrobes
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Because the tax assessors counted cupboards as rooms, older European homes were usually built without cupboards. Instead, people kept their clothing in tall cabinets with
doors. In England these cabinets are called wardrobes; in France they are called armoires
and are usually more ornate.
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Activity: Collect pictures of various types of wardrobes from magazines. Draw a picture of
the kind of wardrobe you think was used in the story of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.
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Spotlight Literacy Skill
Characterisation

MISSING PERSON POLICE REPORT
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CHARACTER PROFILE
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Characterisation is the method used by an author to give readers information about a
character. The author tries to show the character’s strengths, weaknesses and other qualities. In Chapter Eight of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, the children and Mr and
Mrs Beaver discover that Edmund is missing. Fill out the following Missing Person’s
Report in order to help them locate him.

Name of Missing Person: _____________________________________________________
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Last Known Address: ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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Physical Description: ________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________
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Personality Traits: ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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Unusual Behaviour: _________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________
Suggested Cause of Disappearance: ____________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________
Possible Whereabouts: _______________________________________________________

H

__________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________

Other Pertinent Information: ________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Six: Comprehension and Discussion Questions (Answers may vary.)
1. A syllogism is a form of deductive reasoning. It consists of a major premise, a minor premise
and a conclusion. A possible syllogism would be the following:
A. If the coats are left in the wardrobe, they should not be considered stolen.
B. The whole country of Narnia is in the wardrobe.
C. Therefore, the coats (which are taken to Narnia) should not be considered stolen.
2. “Oughtn’t we be bearing a bit more to the left, that is, if we are aiming for the lamp post.”
3. Peter has been conditioned to think of robins as good. “They’re good birds in all the stories
I’ve ever read. I’m sure a robin wouldn’t be on the wrong side.” Edmund points out that it
might be a trap. He says they can’t be sure which side is right.
7. decoy
8. betray

9. boughs
10. trifle

11. token

tio
n

Chapters Seven and Eight: Vocabulary
1. stratagem
3. prophecy
5. treacherous
2. marmalade
4. sensation
6. festoons
ASLAN IS THE HERO OF NARNIA
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Chapter Seven: Comprehension and Discussion Questions (Answers may vary.)
1. He is afraid the trees will hear. Most of the trees are good, but some would betray them to the Witch.
2. Mr Beaver has the handkerchief that Lucy gave to Mr Tumnus. He presents it as a token of his
friendship with Tumnus and his allegiance to the forces of good against the White Witch.
3. Edmund feels a sensation of mysterious horror. Peter feels brave and adventurous. Susan feels
as if a delicious smell or delightful music has floated by. Lucy feels the way one does when
one wakes to find it is the beginning of the holidays or of summer.
4. He sees a small river. Looking up the valley of that river he sees two small hills, which he
believes to be the same hills that the Witch pointed out to him.
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Chapter Eight: Comprehension and Discussion Questions (Answers may vary.)
1. The Witch claims to be human because it is the basis of her claim to be Queen of Narnia. She is
not really human: she is descended on one side from Adam’s first wife Lilith, who was not
human, and on the other side from the giants. Mr Beaver admits that “there may be two views
about Humans”, but he is extremely suspicious of any being that appears to be human and isn’t.
2. The prophecy states that when two Sons of Adam and two Daughters of Eve sit in the four
thrones at Cair Paravel, the reign of the White Witch will end and she will die. The Witch
fears the children will fulfil the prophecy.
3. “He had the look of one who has been with the Witch and eaten her food. You can always tell
them if you’ve lived long in Narnia, something about their eyes.”
4. “How much he can tell her depends upon how much he heard.” They aren’t sure if Edmund
heard that the meeting place was at the Stone Table. If so, the Witch can cut them off before
they meet Aslan.
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Chapters Nine and Ten: Vocabulary
1. turret
3. sluice
5. spectacles
2. ventured
4. brambles
6. solemn

7. stammered
8. gloomy

9. bundled
10. gloating

11. cordial
12. sorcerer

©

H

aw

ke

Chapter Nine: Comprehension and Discussion Questions (Answers may vary.)
1. Edmund wants to find his way to the Witch’s palace to tell her the news that his brother and
sisters are near and that Aslan is coming.
2. Edmund has not heard that the Witch is not really human He has also missed Mr Beaver’s
explanation of the prophecy regarding the four thrones. (See Chapter Eight.)
3. The house’s towers look like a sorcerer’s caps in the moonlight. “Their long shadows looked
strange on the snow!” The figure of a lion in the courtyard frightens him until he realises it
is made of stone.
4. The Witch is angry that Edmund’s brother and sisters aren’t with him, but “a slow cruel smile”
comes over her face when she learns they are nearby. She seems shocked to learn that Aslan
is in Narnia. Edmund seems surprised at her reaction to him; he expected to be treated as
kindly as he had been during their last meeting.

Chapter Ten: Comprehension and Discussion Questions (Answers may vary.)
1. Rather than bolt for the door as the others do, Mrs Beaver packs a bundle of supplies—ham, tea,
sugar, utensils, handkerchiefs, etc—for each of them. She even puts on her snow boots. Although
the others are anxious to get a head start, she points out that because they are walking and the
Witch has a sledge, there is little hope of them getting there first anyway. “We can’t get there before
her but we can keep under cover and go by ways she won’t expect and perhaps we’ll get through.”
2. Mr Beaver wants to listen to the sound of the bells to determine which way the Witch is travelling.
3. Father Christmas has arrived. This is a sign that the Witch’s spell (that it will be always winter
but never Christmas) is lessening.
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