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Background
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The whole story

2.  On your own, arrange these events in the correct order. 

3. Compare your list with a friend’s and agree the order.

4. Once you are sure the order is correct, take it in turns to tell each other the story, 
fi lling in other details where appropriate – without using the list if possible – until 
you have memorised it as well as you can.

c. George and Lennie leave Weed after Lennie is accused 
(wrongly) of assaulting a local girl.

a.  Candy’s dog is shot 
by Carlson.

i .  Lennie kills Curley’s wife after she talks to him in the barn.

b. Lennie accidentally kills the puppy given to him by Slim.

  j .  The boss’ son, Curley, takes a dislike to Lennie and George and is distrustful of his young wife.

1. Read this selection of the main events from 
Of Mice and Men.

h. George shoots Lennie to stop him being locked up, or being lynched by Curley.

g . Lennie crushes Curley’s hand in a fi ght.

f .  Slim gives Lennie a puppy from his own dog’s litter.

e. Lennie runs off and hides in the brush by the river, waiting for George.

d. Lennie and George start jobs on the ranch.

●  To revise the order of events in 
the story. 



Characters
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George

1. Record your ideas about George 
under the following headings.

2. Now, using your notes, write about George’s character and his importance to the story, 
using quotations and referring closely to his part in the events that occur.

●  To write a detailed character 
study of George.

    Key quotations that 
describe him (said by 
him, the writer or other 
characters)

    His involvement in the 
story: what he does and 
what happens to him

Your impression of him



The author
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Steinbeck’s language – dialect

●  To identify the speakers of key 
quotations and rewrite them 
in standard English.

●   The following quotations are taken from conversations 
in Chapter 3. Identify who is speaking in each case and 
rewrite each in standard English.

Your version: 4.  Speaker: 

Your version: 5.  Speaker: 

Introduction
John Steinbeck uses the language that he believes 
real people would have used in this part of 
America, living this way of life. Understanding 
what they are 
saying is important 
to understanding 
their behaviour. 

“Hardly none of the guys ever travel together. 
I hardly never seen two guys travel together. 
You know how the hands are, they just come 
in and get their bunk and work a month, and 
then they quit and go out alone.” 

Your version: 3.  Speaker: 

“You tried to throw a scare into Slim, ’an you 
couldn’t make it stick. Slim throwed a scare 
into you. You’re yella as a frog belly ...”

“I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. 
I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot 
my dog.”

“I ain’t done nothing, George. Slim says I 
better not pet them pups so much for a while. 
Slim says it ain’t good for them; so I come 
right in. I been good, George.”  

Your version: 1.  Speaker: 

Your version: 2.  Speaker: 

“She’s gonna make a mess. They’s gonna be a 
bad mess. She’s a jail-bait all set on a trigger.”  




