Introduction
This series of four photocopiable books will provide an indispensable resource for use
with those pupils who find it difficult to keep up with the learning objectives for the
majority of pupils in their class or group. Using material written for a lower year group
with these pupils can make it difficult to integrate their learning with that of the majority
of the class. The material in this book enables you to give work at a lower level of
difficulty in daily maths lessons.
You can use this book to provide alternative, and less demanding, tasks for less able
pupils during the groupwork phase of the daily maths lesson. The work in each lesson is
designed to support whole-class lesson objectives but to address them at a lower level. For
the four books, the level of demand is as follows:
Book

Support for children in:

Level of work equivalent to:

1

Year 2–3

Year 1 or Year 2

2

Year 3–4

Year 2

3

Year 4–5

Year 3

4

Year 5–6

Year 4

It is assumed that all the pupils will take part, with support if necessary, in the whole-class
introduction to the lesson before tackling the task from this book.
The teacher’s notes will guide you in introducing the tasks to the pupils and in effective
ways of working. These notes will help you, or a teaching assistant, to support pupils
appropriately as they work.
Each task is supported by photocopiable pupil material in the form of activity sheets and,
where appropriate, resource sheets that illustrate the steps to follow in completing a task.
These are intended to provide additional support for the pupil, or, in some cases are to be
used by a learning-support assistant where this is more appropriate. It is likely that pupils
will need help in reading the instructions on the sheets. You may wish to cut the pupil
sheets up or to add further examples of a particular type of task to meet the needs of
individual pupils.
In addition to the photocopiable material, pupils will need ready access to aids such as
number lines, hundred squares and counters.
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Mental calculation strategies
Learning objectives
• Understand the operation of subtraction by using the
process of counting up.

Resource
‘Take away’
Activity
‘Take away’

Teacher’s notes
In this lesson pupils will be using the process of counting up to solve simple subtraction
calculations.
Begin by referring back to the work carried out during the previous session when
addition calculations were completed by counting up. Explain that the pupils will be
doing the same thing during today’s session but this time they will be subtracting
numbers. Give pupils the resource ‘Take away’ and show them how to complete the
subtraction 7 – 4 = ? by counting from four up to seven.
A useful rule for remembering how to do this is:
Start at the Second number and Finish at the First.
Pupils should now use cubes to complete the same calculation. ‘Start with seven cubes
and then take away four of them. How many cubes do you have left?’ Emphasise that
the same answer, three, was found using both methods.
Pupils should now move on to the activity ‘Take away’, using both the number line and
cubes to complete each calculation.

Follow-up activities
• Pupils could make up their own subtraction calculations, using digit cards to
generate their own sets of numbers. Point out that they will need to take the
smaller number away from the larger one.

Answers
‘Take away’ page 69
2. 4
3. 4
4. 4
5. 2
6. 12
7. 8
8. 8
9. 5
10. 8
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Take away

Resource

7–4=
Step 1 Start at 4 on your number line.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 10 11 12 …

start here

Step 2 Count up in ones until you reach 7.
1

1

2

3

4

2

5

3

6

7

8

9 10 11 12 …

7–4=3
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Name:

Date:

Take away

Activity

★ Use the number lines to complete the number sentences. The
first one has been done for you.
1

2

3

1. 7 – 4 = 3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

2. 6 – 2 =

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

3. 9 – 5 =

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

4. 8 – 4 =

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

5. 5 – 3 =

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

6. 18 – 6 =

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

7. 14 – 6 =

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

8. 13 – 5 =

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9. 12 – 7 =

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

10. 17 – 9 =

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

I can subtract by counting up.
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