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This is the third in a series of occasional papers written by
Carolyn Coil and published by Hawker Brownlow
Education.

Topic:
Noughts-and-crosses student-choice activities
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

These occasional papers give teachers, principals and
other educators a quick way to be brought up-to-date on
current research, teaching and learning, best teaching
practices and practical strategies for dealing with the
challenges and concerns facing twenty-first century
educators.
Written on the assumption that most busy teachers do
not have the time or energy to read lengthy academic
texts, yet would like to know and understand the latest
thinking in their profession, these occasional papers are
short, readable and cover one issue at a time.
This occasional paper focuses on both why and how we
assess students. In it, we will explore some of the
vocabulary used when we discuss assessment, the reasons
for assessment, advantages and disadvantages of various
assessment practices, different types of assessments, and
how to construct assessment instruments that are valid,
reliable and helpful to students.
This occasional paper concentrates on assessments that
help us understand what students know and are able to do
through actual products and performances. This is
sometimes called performance assessment. Other names
commonly used for assessing students in this way are
authentic assessment and alternative assessment.

I/we chose activities ______, ______ and ______.
Name _______________________ Date __________ Due date _________
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Foreword

Appendix

Assessment of noughts-and-crosses activities
1. Radio report
Shows understanding of Anzac Day
history ____
Includes celebration details ____
Accurate information ____
Follows radio-report criteria card ____

2. Boomerang
Correct shape ____
Has Aboriginal artwork ____
Neatness ____
Creativity ____

3. Sale of the Century questions
Has 25 questions ____
Questions are in 5 categories ____
Accurate information ____
Neatly written ____

Suggested extension: Includes interview
or typical music ____

Suggested extension: Research what
boomerangs were used for and report to
the class ____

Suggested extension: Organise a Sale of
the Century game for 3 classmates using
your questions ____

Points = ________

Points = ________

Points = ________

4. Picture dictionary
Has 20 Australian animals ____
Each animal is illustrated ____
Correct definitions ____
Alphabetical order ____

5. Myth or legend
Has a beginning, middle and end ____
Relates to the Southern Cross ____
Interesting and creative ____
Correct grammar, spelling and
punctuation ____

6. Venn diagram
Clearly shows similarities and
differences ____
Clear and neat visual ____
Accurate information ____

Suggested extension: Include more than
20 Australian animals, including littleknown animals ____

Suggested extension: Myth includes
other constellations ____

Suggested extension: Indicate
conclusions and inferences you can make
from this information ____

Points = ________

Points = ________

Points = ________

7. Journal
Correct spelling, punctuation and
grammar ____
Point of view is clear ____
Accurate information ____
Historically correct details ____

8. Brochure
Follows brochure criteria card ____
Highlights important cities and tourist
attractions ____
Includes a map ____
Uses persuasive language ____

9. Diorama
Follows diorama criteria card ____
Scene is accurate for song ____
Words of the song included in
diorama ____
At least 3 resources used ____

Suggested extension: Write another
journal from the point of view of the
captain of the ship ____

Suggested extension: Figure out the cost
of visiting these places ____

Suggested extension: Play or sing the
song for your class ____

Points = ________

Points = ________

Points = ________

Many educators are deeply concerned about the issue of
assessment. Some feel lost or confused due to competing
priorities and demands from schools, parents and
students. All want to assess student work fairly and
accurately, yet may not know exactly how to approach this
task.
Assessment and instruction are often seen separately but
actually go hand-in-hand as parts of the whole which we
call learning. Good instruction should lead to rich
assessments. Rich assessments should provide us with the
data and information we need to determine the next step
in the learning process. Students, teachers and sometimes
parents should be involved in the instruction–assessment–
learning cycle.
In this occasional paper, you will learn practical assessment
strategies. You will discover how to develop criteria for
student products and performances, how to construct
rubrics, checklists and descriptors, and how and when to
use product or process criteria cards. In addition, you will
find out about the function and importance of preassessment, formative assessment and summative
assessment.
I hope that reading this short book will help you assess
your students more accurately, thereby enhancing both
your teaching and their learning.

Activities chosen: _____, _____ and _____.
Points for activities: ____ = ____ pts, ____ = ____ pts, ____ = ____ pts
Name _____________________ Total points ________ Mark __________
Comments:
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In the space below, write the first ten words that come to your mind when
you hear the word ‘assessment’.

Topic: Australian history and culture
Noughts-and-crosses student-choice activities
1.

2.

3.

Find out about the
history and
significance of Anzac
Day.Tape a five minute
radio report telling
Americans about it,
including why it is
important to
Australians and how it
is celebrated.

Make a boomerang
and decorate it with
Aboriginal-style
artwork.

Create Sale of the
Century questions
about various eras in
Australian history.
Include 5 categories of
questions with 5
questions in each
category.Write your
questions and answers
on index cards.

4.

4.

5.

6.

5.

Make a picture
dictionary of 20
Australian animals.

Write a myth or
legend explaining
how the Southern
Cross constellation
was formed.

Use a Venn diagram
to compare and
contrast Australia and
New Zealand.

7.

8.

9.

Write a journal
pretending you are a
convict on the First
Fleet, coming to
Australia. Do some
research on the
convicts coming to
Australia in 1788 so
your account is
accurate and detailed.

Create a brochure
advertising Australia
to tourists.

Listen to the song
‘Waltzing Matilda’.
Make a diorama
showing a scene in
the song. Be
historically accurate.

1.

2.

3.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

I/we chose activities ______, ______ and ______.
Name _____________________ Date ___________ Due date _________
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Appendix

Assessment words

Appendix

Rubric for ________________________
Name: _________________________ Date: ______________________

Next, classify your words in the space below.Which are positive, which are
negative and which are neutral? Do some belong in more than one
category?
Positive words

1

2

3

Neutral words

Negative words

4 (exceeds
expectations)

If possible, share your words and your thoughts about them with one or
more colleagues.You may be surprised at the different interpretations you
have of the same words! Use this activity as a way to begin a discussion
about your thoughts on assessment and assessment practices.
Over the past several years, I have done this activity in many different
workshops. The first reaction from workshop participants is that they are
not sure exactly what answers I want. When they share their words with
one another, they discover that many times the words they have thought of
are very different! And often even the same words are categorised
differently by various teachers.
The point of the activity is to show us that different people perceive
assessment in quite different ways. Some of us may feel negatively about an
aspect of assessment, while others will view the same thing as positive.This
is one of the reasons assessment is a difficult and sometimes emotional
topic to discuss.
By beginning this book with this particular exercise, I hope you have seen
the variations of viewpoints and opinions on assessment itself.
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