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PMI
PMI, developed by Edward de Bono2, stands for plus, minus and interesting. It is a useful evaluation tool for
students. PMIs can be presented in simple sentence form or as a chart. The following is an example of a PMI chart
for You and Me, Murrawee.

Plus

Minus

✦ realistic illustrations
✦ Australian setting
✦ shows kids from different
cultures with similar
interests and ways of
having fun

Interesting

✦ doesn’t say where
Murrawee’s people are
now

✦ information about
Aboriginal lifestyle in the
illustrations
✦ river pollution shown in
illustrations but not
mentioned

TIMELINE
Timelines are an excellent way of encouraging students to research and take notes. Whilst similar to fishbone
diagrams, the important difference is that information must appear in chronological order in a timeline.

1788
European
settlement
begins in
Australia

1850s
Gold rush
brings people
from all over
the world

1808
Rum Rebellion:
Governor
Bligh
overthrown by
soldiers

2

1914–1918
World War I

1888
Australia’s
centenary

1939–1945
World War II

1930s
The Great
Depression

De Bono E, 1994, CoRT Thinking, 2nd edn, Melbourne: Hawker Brownlow Education.
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A fact-and-fiction chart is a useful tool to assist students to make judgements on factual information that has been
infused into literature. The additional question-mark column highlights the aspects of the book students will need to
research to find out whether or not they are factual incidents. The table below is an example of how a fact-andfiction chart might be filled out for Mr Archimedes’ Bath.

Book title: Mr Archimedes’ Bath
Fact

Fiction

✦ Bath water rises when
someone gets in.

?

✦ Talking animals.
✦ A person having a
bath with a kangaroo,
goat and wombat.

✦ Bath water drops when
someone gets out.

✦ Archimedes discovered
his theory of water
displacement in the
bath.
✦ Archimedes shouted
‘Eureka’ after making
his discovery.

✦ Archimedes was a
scientist who did
experiments with
water.

THEME-TOPIC-SETTING CHART
These charts serve as an effective tool to assist students in the comparison of literary elements of the material they
are studying. The following is an example of how one might be filled out for Graeme Base’s work.

Theme

Topic

Setting

Book 1:
The Waterhole

Animals

Water as the
source of life to
living creatures.

Habitats all over
the world.

Book 2:
Animalia

Animals

The alphabet.

A fantasy land
based on habitats
from around the
world.
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DATA CHART

Introduction
Within the pages of this book lies what I have found to be an invaluable tool for creating a reading program that is
organised, manageable and, above all, motivating. Using books selected for their popularity, literary value and
links to other key learning areas, these units foster the in-depth study of literature. At the same time, they encourage
1
the teaching and learning of higher-order thinking skills with activities based on the revised Bloom’s taxonomy.

A data chart is a research tool that assists students to organise their notes as they take them and helps them to
record only what is relevant to their task. Students decide on the subheadings related to their project; these become
the headings of the sections of their data chart. Whilst reading about their topic, they can record brief dot points
under the appropriate headings, then use these later to produce a detailed factual text. The divisions of the data
chart also encourage students to use at least three different sources of information.

Heading 4

The use of picture storybooks provides a medium that is manageable for teachers and accessible to students of
varied ability. The environment, war, cultural diversity, the plight of indigenous peoples, and gender stereotyping
are just some of the many issues explored by the featured authors. Using a genre that is attractive and accessible to
all, the books tell a story whilst also inviting their readers to think and act beyond the words of their pages.

USING THE UNITS

Heading 3

As with the study of any reading material it is important that the teacher be familiar with the text before beginning
the work. This of course is easy to achieve when using picture storybooks. Whilst with some units background
knowledge of the author and illustrator may be useful, it is not imperative to have this before commencing.
Each unit contains a list of useful resources for further information, as well as teaching and discussion points,
links to other areas of the curriculum, and other titles on the same theme. The theme-linked books are all picture
storybooks, unless specified otherwise.
Appendix 1 contains a guide to the tools and templates used throughout the book, while Appendix 2 contains a
list of commonly used literary terms to assist with explaining these concepts to students.

Heading 2

SEQUENCING
The sessions in the planning guide provide a suggested structure for each unit, but can easily be combined or
extended, depending on the requirements of each class. Some activities in the units can be completed
independently by the students with minimal guidance. Others, however, will require the teaching of specific skills or
literary elements. Knowledge of the unit will assist in planning here.

Heading 1

The order in which the activities appear in the grids does not need to be strictly adhered to. However, it is
advisable to follow the vertical order, as this represents an ever-increasing complexity of thinking and skills. More
flexibility and creativity can be added by allowing students to make up their own Creating activity.
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Topic:

Anderson L & Krathwohl D, 2001, A Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching and Assessing, New York: Addison Wesley Longman. Available in Australia from Hawker Brownlow Education.

Resource 1

1
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Resource 2

Teachers may choose to collect the student tasks for assessment as they complete them, or have the students prepare
them as a unit of work. Many of the activities contained within the units can be used as common assessment tasks
for such areas as comprehension, research skills and writing. Selected finished products also make excellent
inclusions in student portfolios.
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Resource 3

ASSESSMENT
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Appendix 1: Tools and templates
VENN DIAGRAM
A Venn diagram is an excellent tool for comparing and contrasting two or three related topics. Below is an example
of a possible Venn diagram from the Piggybook unit.

Piggot house

Both

My house

✦ Only mum does

✦ Mum cooks meals

✦ All take turns at dishes

✦ Kids go to school

✦ All make own bed

✦ Dad goes to work

✦ Everyone uses

dishes
✦ Mum does all beds
✦ Dad and kids have

manners

no manners

FISHBONE DIAGRAM
A fishbone diagram is useful for students to demonstrate their understanding of cause and effect, and to separate one
cause from another. It can be done simply with just text or with text and illustrations. The following is an example of a
fishbone diagram based on The Rabbits.

permanent settlement

land-clearing

WHOLE-CLASS USE

READING GROUPS

INDEPENDENT UNITS

These units can successfully be
used as a whole-class reading
focus, with all children studying the
same book. This is particularly
beneficial if the book has been
selected to complement an
integrated unit of work. Whilst
activities within the units can be
readily manipulated to suit the
varied skill levels of students, it is
generally sufficient for teachers to
alter their expectations of the
finished product according to what
they know of each child’s
capabilities. Once each activity
has been discussed and the
required skills taught, most children
will be able to complete the
activity with minimal input, freeing
the teacher to assist or extend
where necessary.

Once the students have become
familiar with the format of the
reading units and the style of the
activities, it is possible to run a
number of units concurrently.
Children may be grouped
according to learning needs or
simply based on their interest in the
available material. The advantage
of this group format is that the
teacher is able to timetable
teaching and discussion sessions
with smaller groups of children
whilst the rest of the class pursue
their independent activities.

After extended experience with the
reading units, students can be
encouraged to select their own
material and can be assisted in
producing their own unit of work.
Through conferencing and
observation of the children’s
interests, teachers can also develop
units to suit individual students.

crop-farming

ADAPTATION
Natural
environment
feral animals

Desolate
wasteland
overuse of water

The reading units contained in this book have been predominantly used with year five and six students. They are,
however, readily adaptable to suit children down to year three and up to year nine. The format can also be applied
to units of work on novels and on factual texts.

machinery
And so let the fun begin! If it is true that to open a book is to open a mind, then it is my hope that these ten books
will help you to open many minds. Enjoy.
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In Flanders Fields

Annie and the Old One

ACTIVITY GRID

by Miska Miles and Peter Parnell
Bloom’s
taxonomy
level

What did the young
soldier receive in his
Christmas package?

Understanding

Why did some of the
What is the
Christmas mail have to significance of a white
be returned to the mail flag during battle?
sack?

What is a sniper’s
job? Did the German
sniper carry out his
job?

Compile a Christmas
box for an Australian
soldier on the Western
Front. Give an oral
presentation
explaining your
inclusions.

Research the battle at
the Western Front and
produce a fact file
including maps and
statistics.

Complete all.
Barbed wire was an
everyday item used on
battlefields. Explain its
intended use and
research other
common items used
for warfare.

The author has said
that the robin in the
story was symbolic.
Explain what
symbolism is and
suggest what the robin
might be symbolic of.

Explain suspense and
how it is created by
the author of this
book.

Complete all.
Read the picture
storybook Rose Blanche
and complete a Venn
diagram comparing it
to In Flanders Fields.
Include comments on
setting, theme, plot and
imagery.

‘War is an
inappropriate topic for
a picture storybook.’
Discuss this topic in an
essay or organise a
debate.

Mustard gas, used
heavily on the Western
Front, was later
banned. Debate the
notion of rules in war.

‘Norman Jorgensen is
successful in
portraying war as the
evil rather than the
people fighting it.’
Discuss.

SYNOPSIS
Analysing
Annie and the Old One is the story of a young Navajo girl who, faced with the imminent death of her
grandmother, attempts to hold back time. It deals with the subject of death compassionately and philosophically
whilst also providing some insight into Navajo life past and present.

TEACHER’S NOTES
Evaluating

Whilst much of the land they now occupy is arid, it contains rich deposits of oil, gas and coal. The need to
monitor access to this saw the formation of the Navajo Nation, a tribal government, in 1923. Part of their land also
includes Monument Valley, which is much sought after as a Hollywood film location.
Many Navajo people continue to live in hogans (small earthen huts) and traditional ceremonies and celebrations
are largely still observed. Though circumstances over hundreds of years have seen them settle far from their
ancestral lands of Canada and Alaska, they continue to observe a strong connection to the land and nature.
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Activity

Activity

Remembering

Applying

The Navajo people form the largest Indian tribe in North America. They also occupy the largest reservation: 16
million acres, mostly in the state of Arizona. They pride themselves on being tenacious and adaptable, and have
worked hard at preserving their culture and way of life whilst also ensuring their survival in the modern world. Over
many centuries the Navajo have developed the skills of farming, weaving and silversmithing. They continue to
perfect these skills and crafts, trading their goods for other requirements.

Activity

Creating

List the adjectives used Which Christmas carol Complete all.
to describe the setting was sung in both
in the first two pages. camps?
How has the illustrator
reflected the author’s
words?

The artist used diluted Write a wartime poem
black ink outline and
using an appropriate
sepia wash for his
style of poetry.
illustrations. Create a
picture of a war scene
using the same
materials.
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Complete all.

Complete one.

Create a medal for the Complete one.
young soldier,
including the criteria
for which it is to be
awarded.
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In Flanders Fields

Annie and the Old One

LESSON FOCUS

SESSION PLANNING GUIDE (continued)

✦ Discuss symbolism and encourage students to think of examples (white dove for peace, panda for
World Wildlife Fund, Easter eggs for new life and so on).
✦ Have students complete Analysing 1.

Literary focus points

Tools & teaching points

Discussion points

✦ the importance of setting to the
impact of the story

✦ Venn diagrams as a tool for
comparing and contrasting

✦ death and loss

✦ analogies and their role in
creating imagery

✦ research, atlas and mapping
skills

✦ theme: the ‘big ideas’

✦ examining words from other
languages

✦ plot: orientation, complication
and solution

✦ customs related to death

✦ writing argumentative essays

✦ Navajo culture
✦ dispossessed peoples of the
world and land rights
✦ culturally based visual arts

✦ Examine Analysing 2.
✦ Encourage students to explain suspense and suggest the necessary elements to create it, then have
students complete the activity.

CURRICULUM LINKS
✦ Read Rose Blanche in a shared reading session, encouraging students to respond verbally to the book
and noting comparisons to In Flanders Fields.
✦ Have students complete Analysing 3.

✦ Introduce or revise principles of writing argumentative essays according to students’ previous
experience.
✦ Have students select from the three Evaluating essay topics and write a list of points for and against.
✦ Share points noted by students.

Maths

SOSE

Science

✦ drawing circles

✦ exploring cultures

✦ life cycles

✦ mapping

✦ investigating landforms

✦ climate

✦ graphs (age and time)

✦ atlas skills

✦ erosion

✦ time

✦ indigenous people

The arts

Health & phys. ed.

Technology

✦ weaving

✦ family units

✦ purpose-designed housing

✦ dream catchers

✦ aging

✦ Internet skills

✦ Navajo design

✦ Navajo dance

✦ Navajo music
✦ beading
✦ Have students write an essay for the Evaluating activity.
NB: For students who are inexperienced or have not yet developed the skills to construct an
argumentative essay you may wish to stop at session 10.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
✦ Provide materials and instructions or instructors to assist students in carrying out a Creating activity of
their choice.

THEME-LINKED READINGS

✦ http://inkido.indiana.edu/w310work/romac/navajo.htm
✦ http://www.americanwest.com/pages/navajo2.htm

✦ John Brown, Rose and the Midnight Cat
by Jenny Wagner
✦ Passing On by Mike Dumbleton

✦ People in History by Fiona McDonald

✦ Old Pig by Margaret Wild

✦ Indians of the Plains by Ruth Thomson
✦ Discoveries: Native Americans edited by David Thomas
and Lorann Pendleton

✦ Jenny Angel by Margaret Wild

✦ atlases and dictionaries
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Annie and the Old One

In Flanders Fields

SESSION PLANNING GUIDE

SESSION PLANNING GUIDE

✦ Read Annie and the Old One in a shared reading session and have students verbalise their initial
responses to the story.
✦ Discuss some of the content-specific vocabulary from the book (for example Navajo, mesa,
hogan, loom).
✦ Provide students with a brief background on the Navajo people or set children a homework task of
finding out the who, when and where of Navajo people.

✦ Copy the Remembering activities onto the board or provide each student with copy of unit. (See page
12 for Activity grid.)
✦ Introduce or revise note-taking skills according to previous experience.
✦ Discuss the Remembering activities and the information required to complete them.
✦ Read the book aloud to students as they take notes, then have students complete the
Remembering activities.

✦ Read In Flanders Fields in a shared reading session and have students verbalise their initial responses
to the story.
✦ Discuss what students know about Australians at war.

✦ Copy the Remembering activities onto the board or provide each student with a copy of the unit (see
Activity grid on page 57).
✦ Introduce or revise note-taking skills according to students’ previous experience, and revise adjectives.
✦ Read the book aloud to children as they take notes, then have children complete Remembering activities.

✦ Copy the Understanding activities onto the board or provide each student with a copy of the unit.
✦ Have students use information from the book to complete the activities.
✦ Discuss the Understanding activities and re-read the book if the students require it.
✦ Have students complete the Understanding activities.
NB: You should adapt your expectations of the quality and depth of the answers provided by the
students according to your knowledge of each student’s capabilities.

✦ Introduce or revise Venn diagrams according to students’ previous experience (see Appendix 1, page
58 for a sample Venn diagram).
✦ Ask students to list all the activities they carry out in a normal day.
✦ Using this list and their answers from Remembering 1, have students complete a Venn diagram for
Applying 1. Encourage creative presentation: coloured paper, illustrations, headings and so on.

✦ Copy Applying 1 onto the board and review or introduce the requirements for an oral presentation.
✦ Examine the items received by the soldiers in the book and have students list the items they wish to
include in their Christmas package.
✦ Ask students to prepare their presentation for homework.

✦ Examine Applying 2 and 3 with students.
✦ Revise research techniques including the use of data charts (see Appendix 1, page 59 for a sample
data chart).
✦ Divide students into two groups and assign each group one of the research tasks.
✦ Discuss analogies as a tool for authors to compare abstract concepts (such as love, hate or time) to
items that are more concrete or visual. Share responses to Understanding 2.
✦ List students’ ideas of analogies for different time frames, for example in a heartbeat (seconds), many
moons ago (months) and three harvests from now (years).
✦ Have students complete Applying 2.
✦ Ask students from each research group in session 5 to prepare and present their findings to the other group.

✦ Discuss the concepts of indigenous, displaced and dispossessed people.
✦ Provide students with books, atlases, websites and a map of the United States to complete Applying 3.
✦ Discuss the parallels between the indigenous people of North America and those of Australia.
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SESSION PLANNING GUIDE (continued)

LESSON FOCUS
Literary focus points

Tools & teaching points

Discussion points

✦ the importance of setting to the
impact of the story

✦ Venn diagrams as a tool for
comparing and contrasting

✦ war and conflict

✦ symbolism

✦ research, atlas and mapping
skills

✦ theme: the ‘big ideas’
✦ plot: orientation, complication
and solution

✦ rules in war

✦ oral presentations

✦ Provide students with resources (books, websites) to complete Analysing 1.
✦ Share findings and discuss the importance of learning and teaching traditional skills for
indigenous people.

✦ Anzac Day and
Remembrance Day
✦ Australians at war

✦ writing argumentative essays

✦ Discuss and list words from other languages that have been assimilated into the English language.
Group the words according to their language of origin.
✦ Provide dictionaries and books on etymology for students to complete Analysing 2.
✦ Share results and add to class list.

✦ suspense

CURRICULUM LINKS
Maths

SOSE

Science

✦ special-events calendars

✦ history of World War I

✦ inventions

✦ mapping and atlas skills

✦ physics

✦ Discuss or revise ‘setting’ as a literary term according to students’ experience.
✦ Read some picture storybooks in which the setting impacts on the overall effect of the book, for
example Rain Dance by Cathy Applegate and You and Me, Murrawee by Kerri Hashmi, then have
students complete Analysing 3.

✦ Christmas traditions

The arts

Health & phys. ed.

Technology

✦ line drawing

✦ hygiene

✦ Internet research skills

✦ Introduce or revise principles of writing argumentative essays according to students’ previous
experience.
✦ Have students select one from the three Evaluating essay topics and write a list of points for
and against.
✦ Share points noted by students.

✦ shading and colour

✦ Have students write an essay for the Evaluating activity.
NB: For students who are inexperienced or have not yet developed the skills to construct an
argumentative essay you may wish to stop at session 10.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THEME-LINKED READINGS

✦ Australians at War by Peter Cochrane

✦ Rose Blanche by Roberto Innocenti

✦ education resources distributed by the Commonwealth
Department of Veterans Affairs

✦ Let the Celebrations Begin! by Margaret
Wild and Julie Vivas

✦ encyclopedias and atlases

✦ Prayer for the Twenty-first Century
by John Marsden

✦ http://members.aol.com/TeacherNet/WWI.html

✦ Provide materials and instructions or instructors to assist students in carrying out a Creating activity of
their choice.

✦ http://www.geocities.com/~worldwar1/mccrae.html
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