3

Dear Educator:
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You face unprecedented challenges in preparing your students for life
in a changing world. Thank you for taking on these challenges. Please
know that Inquire is an innovative resource that will guide and enrich
your instruction along the way.
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Inquire can help your students …
■ build 21st century skills such as critical and creative thinking,
problem solving, understanding media and collaborating;
■ sharpen their study skills such as reading to learn, improving
vocabulary, note taking and taking tests;
■ develop inquiry skills such as questioning, planning, researching,
creating, improving and presenting; and
■ create amazing projects, from writing and web projects to design
and performing projects.

©

H

aw

ke

Whether you teach in a traditional classroom or in an inquiry- or projectbased environment, you’ll find that Inquire helps your students develop
the literacy and learning skills they need. And whether you teach maths,
science, social studies, English or research skills, you’ll discover that
Inquire can help your students flourish. As you know, students who can
think deeply, solve problems and work with others will excel not only in
your classroom, but also in life.
Thank you for helping to shape the future!
Best regards,

Chris Erickson
President/Author
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Overview
What is Inquire?
Inquire is a complete learning handbook,
ref lecting the latest and the best research on
thinking and literacy. It covers 21st century
skills, basic study skills, the inquiry process and
classroom projects.

Why is Inquire important?
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With the current emphasis on critical thinking,
problem solving, media literacy and thoughtful
learning, Inquire is an indispensable guide for
students and an invaluable resource for teachers.

How can Inquire be used?
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Inquire can serve well in the regular classroom
as well as in the inquiry-based, problem-based and project-based classrooms. It is also a
natural fit for research courses or classes that teach 21st century skills or basic study skills.
(See pages 22–30 in this guide for more.)
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Who should have a copy of Inquire?
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Inquire works best when every student has a copy to use across the curriculum and later
at home. It is designed for students in years 5–9, but as there are no year-level designations in
the book, it can serve students in other years as appropriate. Inquire is also a useful in-class
resource for classrooms that cannot provide copies to all students.

©

What goes with Inquire?
This teacher’s guide introduces you to Inquire, shares the pedagogy that prompted its
development, offers planning and instruction guidelines and provides chapter-by-chapter
lesson plans.

How should I get started?
■
■
■

First, flick through Inquire to appreciate the depth and breadth of the information
included.
Then read the opening chapter to get a look at content presentation. (You will find it
friendly, complete and easy to follow.)
Next, review or skim the opening section of this teacher’s guide (pages 1–50) and at
least one of the lesson-plan chapters (pages 57–260) to understand how best to use
Inquire.

HB9980 • 9781742399980 • © 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Why are the 21st century skills so important?
“The current and future health of [the] 21st century economy
depends directly on how broadly and deeply [we] reach a new
level of literacy – 21st century literacy – that includes strong
academic skills, thinking, reasoning, teamwork skills and
proficiency in using technology.”
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21st Century Skills in Inquire

■
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Literacy Skills
■
■
■
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Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Problem solving
Communicating
Collaborating
Building arguments
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Learning Skills
■
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This key pronouncement comes from the U.S. 21st Century Workforce Commission
National Alliance of Business, but it reflects the thinking of many important organisations,
both private and public, interested in preparing students and citizens for life and work in the
21st century.
One key organisation, the Partnership for 21st Century Skills, is a public-private
meeting of the minds that has developed a model of learning for the 21st century. This model
has become a template for preparing students for learning, literacy and life skills at all levels
of education and in the development of core standards to guide instruction for this generation
of students. Inquire addresses the skills identified in this important model. (See pages 39–46
in this guide for correlations to the 21st century skills.)

Information literacy
Media literacy
Technology literacy

Life Skills
■
■
■
■
■

Flexibility
Initiative
Social skills
Productivity
Leadership

HB9980
80 • 9781742399980 • © 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Inquire and the Emerging Australian National
Curriculum for English
As you will see, the activities in Inquire complement all English curricula and
the emerging Australian National Curriculum, which divides its English model of
instruction into three interrelated and complementary strands: Language, Literature
and Literacy.
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All of the writing projects in Inquire engage the elements of English instruction
emphasised by these strands, with particular emphasis on the broader, recurring
content descriptions of: Text structure and organisation; Expressing and developing
ideas; Examining literature; Creating literature; Texts in context; Interpreting, analysing,
evaluating; and Creating texts.
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Inquire is specifically targeted at students in years 5–9, and these elements recur
throughout the English National Curriculum designated for those year levels, as well
as for students in the higher and lower years.
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Inquire promotes these standards through skills instruction, the
inquiry process and project-based learning. In addition to engaging
broadly with these content descriptions, common across all year levels
in which Inquire is likely to be utilised, the projects and activities
engage students in both the receptive (listening, reading and viewing)
and productive (speaking, writing and creating) modes of English
instruction, as mandated by the English section of the Australian
National Curriculum for every year level it covers.
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Chapter 1

Overview of 21st
Century Skills
(Inquire pages 3–12)

tio

n

Leaders in education, government and business all agree that students must
be trained to meet the needs of the 21st century. In particular, students must
become proficient in the 4 C’s (critical thinking, creative thinking, communicating
and collaborating). They must also gain a thorough understanding of technology
and mastery of traditional study and reading skills. Inquire has been specially
designed to help teachers and students meet these challenges. This opening
chapter provides an overview of all of these skills.
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Preview critical and creative thinking.
Examine problem solving and the inquiry process.
Survey communicating and collaborating.
Examine building arguments.
Preview using information and media.
Survey succeeding at school and in the workplace.
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Correlations

Partnership for 21st Century Skills
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Creativity and Innovation
■ Think Creatively
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
■ Make Judgments and Decisions
Communication and Collaboration
■ Communicate Clearly
■ Collaborate with Others

ICT Literacy
Apply Technology Effectively
Life and Career Skills
■ Initiative and Self-Direction
■ Productivity and Accountability
■ Leadership and Responsibility
■

International Society for Technology in Education
1. Creativity and Innovation
■ Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct
knowledge, and develop innovative products and
processes using technology.
2. Communication and Collaboration
■ Students use digital media and environments to
communicate and work collaboratively.

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781742399980 • HB9980

4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision
Making
■ Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct
research, manage projects, solve problems and make
informed decisions.
6. Technology Operations and Concepts
■ Students demonstrate a sound understanding of
technology.

138

Review: Succeeding in School
Name

Date

Your Turn
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1. Which of the following are ways to “be” ready to learn?
a. Be healthy.
b. Be active.
c. Be positive.
d. Be social.
e. All of these

ow

Ed
u

2. Name at least three keys for maintaining a positive attitude.
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3. What is one approach for reducing the stress in your life?
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4. Which of the following is beneficial when working on long-term goals?
a. Do everything in one giant leap.
b. Adjust your goals as needed.
c. Stick to the plan, even if you experience problems.
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5. Why is a weekly planner valuable?

6. True or false? Taking short breaks while working on an assignment is okay.

Reflect:
What succeeding-at-school strategy in this chapter did you find most helpful and why?
Describe one current habit of yours that you could change to help you succeed at school.
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Chapter 26

Graphing Projects
(Inquire pages 369–384)
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A common recommendation offered by editors and writing instructors
is to show, not tell. The idea is to write with such vivid details that
the reader is able to paint a picture of the information in their head.
Graphics take it one step further. Instead of filling up pages with
words and numbers, graphs and charts neatly organise and show that
same information in a more concise way. Twenty-first century learners
reating effective
are becoming ever more visual, so interpreting and creating
graphics are skills they are ready to learn. The projectss in this chapter
will help them.

■

pie, line and bar graphs.
tables.
diagrams, timelines and flowcharts.
infographics.

Ed
u

■

Create
Create
Create
Create
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Correlations

H

aw

ke

Creativity and Innovation
(All standards)
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
(All standards)
Communication and Collaboration
(All standards)
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Partnership for 21st Century Skills
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Learning Outcomes

Information Literacy
(All standards)
Media Literacy
(All standards)
Life and Career Skills
(All standards)
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International Society for Technology in Education
1. Creativity and Innovation
(All standards)
2. Communication and Collaboration
(All standards)
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3. Research and Information Fluency
(All standards)
4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision
Making
(All standards)
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Science Design Projects
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