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When Yellowstone was established as the first national park in the United States, it started a worldwide 

concept of establishing national parks. There are now over 100 national parks and preserves world-

wide. These are places that give meaning to life, enhance our appreciation of the earth’s ecological 

processes, provide an understanding of history and help bridge our cultural diversity. Our parks protect 

and preserve the most valuable and the most fragile places on Earth. For this reason, the study of our 

national and international parks has an important place in our classrooms. 

National Parks is a perfect complement for your units of study on world geography. Divided into six 

continental regions to correlate with the Australian Curriculum: Geography for Years 4–6, National Parks 

is intended to help you give your primary-age students an understanding of the amazing variety of 

places throughout our world. 36 specific national parks are described and explored.

Each park description is followed by an activity which students can complete to learn more about the 

geography of that park. Many of the activities involve a different learning area or skill set, supporting 

the integration of geography education with learning in other subjects. At the bottom of each activity 

page are websites that also relate to the activity, which will help the teacher to extend the activity and 

relate it to sites closer to home.

The activities in National Parks are a great way to introduce students in Years 4–6 to the study of con-

tinents prescribed in the Australian Curriculum: Geography. The table opposite displays the content 

descriptions and elaborations from the Geographical Knowledge and Understanding strand that deal 

specifically with the continental regions addressed in this book. However, the resources provided are 

also effective when used to support integrated study across a range of curriculum subjects, including 

science, civics and citizenship, the arts, history and more.

Biosphere Reserves and World Heritage Sites

Several national parks have received international recognition by UNESCO for their outstanding natural 

and/or cultural values.

Biosphere Reserves are representative examples of diverse natural landscapes, with a fully protected 

natural core and surrounding land that is being managed to meet human needs. A few Australian exam-

ples include Macquarie Island, Fitzgerald River, Croajingolong and Wilson’s Promontory.

World Heritage Sites include natural and cultural sites with “outstanding universal values”. They may 

show significant geological processes, may be crucial to the survival of threatened plants and animals, 

or may demonstrate outstanding human achievement. Examples include the Great Barrier Reef, India’s 

Taj Mahal, America’s Mesa Verde and Egypt’s Pyramids.
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LINKS TO THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: GEOGRAPHY

Continents in the Australian Curriculum: 
Geography Knowledge and Understanding Strand for Years 4–6

Ye
ar

 4

The location of the major countries of Africa and South America in relation to Australia, and 

their main characteristics, including the types of natural vegetation and native animals in at 

least two countries from both continents (ACHGK020)

• using geographical tools, for example, a globe, a wall map or digital application such 

as Google Earth, to identify the major countries of Africa and South America and their 

relative locations

• using a globe to investigate the Great Circle routes of aeroplane travel between Australia 

and the major countries of Africa and South America

• researching the main types of natural vegetation and native animals in a climate zone 

in Australia and comparing them with those found in a similar climate in Africa or South 

America

Ye
ar

 5

The location of the major countries of Europe and North America in relation to Australia 

and the infl uence of people on the environmental characteristics of places in at least two 

countries from both continents (ACHGK026)

• using geographical tools, for example, a globe, wall map or digital application such as 

Google Earth, to identify the relative location of the major countries of Europe and North 

America and their environmental characteristics

• researching the changes made by people to a particular environment in a country in 

Europe or North America

Ye
ar

 6

The location of the major countries of the Asia region in relation to Australia and the 

geographical diversity within the region (ACHGK031)

• using geographical tools, for example, a globe wall map or digital application such as 

Google Earth to identify the geographical division of Asia into North-East, South-East, 

South Asia and West Asia (the Middle East)

• exploring the diversity of environments, in the Asia region, or in part of the region, or in a 

country in either North-East, South-East or South Asia

• investigating the differences in the population size, density, life expectancy and per 

capita income between countries across the world

• describing the location of places in countries of the Asia region in absolute terms using 

latitude and longitude

Adapted from ACARA 2014, Australian Curriculum: Geography, 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/humanitiesandsocialsciences/geography/Curriculum/F-10
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              Access this reproducible resource at: go.hbe.com.au

KRUGER NATIONAL PARK
North-Eastern South Africa
Republic of South Africa

Overview

The Kruger National Park is situated in the far north-east of the Republic of South Africa. It is a park 

that focuses on cultural heritage preservation, as well as environmental conservation, for it is rich in its 

historical heritage.

The Kruger National Park is a significant part of South Africa’s unravelling history. In this park alone, 

there are more than 250 recognised cultural heritage sites. More than 100 of these are important rock 

art sites, telling stories and providing crucial information about life long ago.

There are two areas of great significance within the Kruger National Park, which are being carefully 

preserved. The first of these is Thulamela, situated in the northern region of the park. When initial 

excavations in the area had been carried out by an archeological team in 1990, the team came across 

evidence of prehistoric habitation. Artefacts were uncovered that provided valuable insights into an era 

of South Africa’s history which had remained a mystery for so long. Thorough investigations identified 

the artefacts as belonging to a settlement during the Late Iron Age. Results from radiocarbon testing 

deemed the site itself was used as a settlement between the 15th and 17th centuries. These results 

made preservation of the site a top priority and so the site was restored and in 1996 it was opened as 

cultural site museum.

The other area of significance within the Kruger National Park is Masorini. In the early 1970s a decision 

was made to restore Masorini’s village. At the time, there were only some 19th century stonewalls and 

foundries at the site. Remarkably, some of the tools and utensils at the site dated back to the Stone 

Age. Excavations to the area unravelled vital information about an ancient way of life as hut floors and 

implements were uncovered. Although this site is not as old as Thulamela, it did provide valuable 

information about domestic and commercial activities of the people who once occupied the area. 

Attractions and Interesting Facts

Local Arts and Crafts
Kruger National Park has endeavoured to economically assist locals in the community through the 

promotion and exposure of local arts and crafts. This provides tourists with a more complete 

experience of the park as they can see, touch and even purchase handmade bowls, carvings and 

mats made using traditional techniques.

This mutually beneficial program was very successful. Kruger National Park management teams 

further developed the program by providing locals with the skills necessary to improve the quality of 

their products and to manage their business activity more successfully. Since then, wider markets 

have opened up for locals to supply their traditional arts and crafts.

South 
Africa
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A LIFE LONG AGO
KRUGER NATIONAL PARK

Background

It is difficult to imagine a life that is not filled with the conveniences available today. Electricity has 

given us lighting, heating and cooking facilities that operate with the touch of a button or flick of a 

switch. Our homes are built using durable materials that require relatively little maintenance. Our water 

is clean and abundantly available with the turn of a tap and fresh produce is available 24 hours a day 

in a variety of places and can be stored without spoiling with the help of refrigeration.

Life was not always this easy. In the settlements referred to earlier, the ancient communities living in 

the Kruger National Park had a difficult life. These people were self-reliant in a way that we will never 

experience. They had skills that we have not used, not ever having the need to master them. Their 

survival was in their hands and depended on them being resourceful and skilled.

Activity

As a class, discuss each of the following key points. How was each of these needs met? What 

problems are associated with each of them?

• Water

• Shelter

• Food

• Heat

• Clothing

• Utensils and tools

Use the knowledge gained 

through this discussion to 

write a narrative text 

providing an informative 

insight into the traditional 

daily life of a family living in 

the village of Masorini.

Related Websites

Kruger National Park

www.sanparks.org/parks/kruger/

Ancient Africa

www.ancient.eu.com/africa/

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnl

ow
 E

du
ca

tio
n



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA39 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Subsample
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




