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Preface
In today’s world of advancing technology, economic and social pressures and ever-increasing
problems to be solved, many new and different skills are necessary for student success. The wise
educator understands the importance of including thinking skills as a component of any and all
lesson plans.
• There are many types of thinking skills.
• Higher-order thinking skills, especially, are of great importance.
• Thinking skills can, indeed, be taught.
And what better place to begin than in your own classroom! Tips, Tools and Timesavers for
Thinking Success offers a wealth of information and practical methods to help you get started.
The first major section of the book provides cognitive taxonomies, teaching strategies and
models. Each strategy is presented in an easily assimilated one-page introduction that answers
the following questions:
• What is this particular taxonomy or strategy?
• Why should I use it in my classroom?
• How can I put it to use in my classroom?
Each of three cognitive taxonomies is accompanied by several models and a summary chart to
keep at hand when developing activities and lesson plans. Bloom’s taxonomy will challenge
students and allow all to develop to their full potential as they learn to:
• analyse information
• synthesise information
• apply information
• evaluate information.
Being aware of multiple intelligences can help a teacher prepare students for a society in
which many types of talent and intelligence are needed to:
• communicate
• solve problems
• create.
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Williams’ taxonomy is used to teach the higher-order thinking skills that are especially:
• creative
• nonlinear
• flexible.
Interactive directed teaching makes use of a conventional teaching method in new, effective
ways. Celebrations and special days can be used to create excitement while incorporating
thinking skills into fun-filled activities. Students and teachers can use graphic organisers to
organise information and to develop plans and ideas. The independent study and the read, relate
and reflect concepts are excellent educational tools. Thinking skills can be emphasised in a
cooperative learning group as students engage in discussion, solve problems and make
decisions. Students will see relationships among ideas and concepts as they plan and experience
integrated instruction projects. Finally, with authentic assessment you will learn innovative
ways to encourage students participation in the learning process as you acquire authentic
measures to assess student growth.
The second major section, Fifty-two things to do to develop and reinforce thinking skills, is
a collection of across-the-curriculum activities that will automatically incorporate thinking skills
into your daily program.
Throughout the book, boxed thinker’s challenges offer related activities that will further
strengthen student thinking skills. Charts, forms and model activities are included in all sections,
as well as an annotated bibliography of relevant books and a handy index.
Tips, Tools and Timesavers for Thinking Skills Success has been put together to provide
workable strategies and practical, classroom-friendly methods and activities to help you
incorporate thinking skills into daily lesson plans in a meaningful way. There is no better or more
effective time and place to teach thinking skills than on a regular basis at the individual
classroom level.
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Bloom’s taxonomy
What is it?
Bloom’s taxonomy is a cognitive taxonomy developed in the ‘50s by a committee of
educators and scholars headed by Benjamin Bloom. This was revised in 2000 to
include new knwledge. It consists of six thinking levels arranged in a hierarchy of
difficulty. It can be used to teach thinking skills in any subject area.
Why should I use Bloom’s taxonomy in my classroom?
Teachers tend to ask ‘remembering’ level questions 80 to 90 per cent of the time.
Such questions are not bad, but using them all the time is limiting. Making use of
higher-order thinking skills challenges all students and encourages each one to
develop to their fullest potential.
Thinking creatively and analysing, synthesising, applying and evaluating
information (higher-order thinking skills) are skills needed to achieve success in
today’s world.
How can I make use of Bloom’s taxonomy?
Use Bloom’s taxonomy as a guide when developing lesson plans and learning
assignments.
Try to incorporate all six levels into lesson plans when designing original
curricula or modifying existing programs.
The verbs in the chart on the following page will help with this goal – keep a
copy of this chart in your desk or lesson plan book at all times.
Select a topic that is appropriate for students (and appealing to them) and use
the chart to structure:
• student objectives
• information sessions
• assigned tasks
• student worksheets
• test items
• cooperative learning group assignments
• independent study units.
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Strategies and models

To the moon and back
REMEMBERING
Do some research to find out which space
flights have been related to the goal of getting
humans to the moon and safely back to Earth.
Include not only voyages in which humans
successfully reached the moon, but space
flights whose purpose was to acquire
knowledge and experience that could be used
when preparing for an actual flight to the
moon.

UNDERSTANDING
How was a manned flight to the moon
different from other manned space flights?
What were particular challenges that scientists
had to meet in order to see that humans
walked on the moon then returned safely to
Earth?

APPLYING
Think of some ways the knowledge gained from a trip to the moon and back could be put to
use on Earth. To inspire you to think of new ways, do some research to find out how
knowledge gained from a flight to the moon was actually put to use on Earth.

ANALYSING
Analyse the conditions in the world around the time that Americans made their first flight to
the moon. What made many people think it was important that Americans reach the moon as
soon as possible?

EVALUATING
Determine the value of humans’ having walked on the moon. Was it worth it? Should human
beings attempt to land on planets?

CREATING
Write a speech designed to persuade people that the Australian government should fund an
Australian space station. (Or write a speech to persuade people of the opposite point of view.)
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