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Preface
Teachers are meeting the challenge of the 21st century with teaching methods that
incorporate a three-fold approach to student learning. These new instructional strategies
and organisational procedures are specifically designed to cultivate thinking skills and
foster personal qualities in students while they are developing their discipline-based
knowledge and literacy skills.
Teachers in the middle years (years 5–8) want to know how to create a positive learning
climate for students in early adolescence. This book outlines a repertoire of strategies
that are essential for every teacher and delivers practical ways to engage different ways
of learning, to encourage co-operative learning, to develop positive personal attitudes to
learning and to use authentic assessment both for (and of) learning.
Integrating Instruction in Geography was created especially for teachers at the upper
primary/junior secondary level. The high-interest activities cover topics in important areas
in geography, including:
• Processes

• Natural Hazards

• Maps

• Human Geography

• Australian Environment

• Urban Planning

• Interpreting Data

• Water

• Fieldwork

• Sustainable Resources

In each of five major sections you will find a comprehensive overview of a particular
instructional focus accompanied by stimulating activities that are meant to be used as well
as to serve as examples.
USING INTEGRATED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES TO ACCOMMODATE DIFFERING
LEARNING STYLES, ABILITIES AND INTERESTS features guidelines for incorporating the
Multiple Intelligences, Learning Stations and Read and Relate tasks into the preparation of
high-quality lesson plans and student assignments.
USING INTEGRATED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES TO DEVELOP PROBLEM-SOLVING
AND HIGHER-ORDER THINKING SKILLS offers guidelines for infusing higher-order
thinking skills into the educational process through the use of cognitive taxonomies,
self-directed investigation cards and calendars. The cognitive taxonomies offer useful
foundations for the design of interdisciplinary units, student worksheets, learning stations
and group projects.
USING INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES TO PROMOTE CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING
AND GROUP INTERACTION presents valuable collaborative processes such as Think/
Pair/Share, Three-step Interview, Circle of Knowledge, Team Learning, Round Table and
Jigsaw.
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USING INTEGRATED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES TO FACILITATE AUTHENTIC
ASSESSMENT shows how to effectively implement product, performance and portfolio
assessment practices.
Finally, A VERY PRACTICAL APPENDIX provides high-interest topics for student reports
and journal writing; blank planning outlines to help in the creation of original lesson plans;
and an annotated bibliography.
In short, this book is a must for all geography teachers, for those on interdisciplinary
teams as well as those in self-contained classrooms. It offers a collection of instructional
strategies that were designed for heterogeneous groups of students in an educational
setting that will allow every student to be successful. It clarifies theoretical principles and
offers activities that cover a wide range of important topics in geography. Best of all, its
content is fresh original and of interest to contemporary students.
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Multiple Intelligences Activity

A Load of Rubbish
VERBAL/LINGUISTIC
Write an original and factual acrostic for each of the following terms: waste, landfill,
effluent, sewage, composting.

LOGICAL/MATHEMATICAL
Find as many relationships as possible between water and waste.

VISUAL/SPATIAL
Use the classification system from the Naturalist intelligence to design a labelling
system for household items that allows for pre-sorting before recycling.

BODY/KINESTHETIC
Write and perform a TV advertisement that encourages home-composting and greenwaste programs.

MUSICAL/RHYTHMIC
Rewrite the lyrics to a familiar song to use in a campaign for reducing the amount of
wastage of paper in offices.

NATURALIST
Make a list of common household items and make a classification scheme based on
how easy the items are to recycle.

INTERPERSONAL
In a group write a ‘round robin’ letter (one person writes a paragraph and passes it
on to another person to write the next paragraph) to a local government official to
encourage them to support companies who recycle.

INTRAPERSONAL
Write an essay that describes the history of waste disposal in Australia.
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Read and Relate Activity

Our Landscape

READ
Bushfires are a natural hazard throughout Australia. They can be started by
natural causes such as lightning strikes or even be the result of arson. They
can reach up to 50 km in length killing people, animals in their millions and
destroying towns and farms. One of the most fascinating features of a bushfire
is the speed in which plant regeneration takes place following the disaster.

RELATE
Research the 1994 bushfire that burned in the Blue Mountains. Create a
display to be posted at the local information centre that shows how the land
regenerated after the event. Construct a pictorial timeline to present your
research. Include a variety of pictorial evidence including satellite photographs.
When producing the displays keep in mind that you are attempting to educate
people not only about the dangers of bushfires but also the positive effects.

READ
Indigenous Australians were hunter-gatherers that depended on their
environment for their life. If, for example, they took more food than was needed
they knew that the food source would eventually run out. They lived in close
harmony with the land with each member of the group having responsibility for a
particular task.

RELATE
Use a variety of visual media to produce ‘before’ and ‘after’ colonisation
representations of the land in your local area. For example, collages of images or
clay, wood or cardboard models.
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Bloom’s Taxonomy Activity

Remarkable Rainforests

UNDERSTANDING
REMEMBERING

Give three examples of a region in
Australia where a rainforests are
found.

List as many characteristics of a
rainforest that you can think of.

ANALYSING
APPLYING

Are rainforests confined to hot tropical
regions? Choose an example in
Australia that illustrates the response
to the question.

Plan a fieldtrip to study a rainforest
habitat. Consider an appropriate
location and list all the supplies you
will need.

CREATING
EVALUATING
Evaluate the impact of the following
activities on the rainforests in Australia
and place them on a ranking ladder
(activity with the greatest impact at
the top): land clearing, logging, urban
development, decreased rainfall,
introduced species.

32

Suggest a new and unusual way
to use a product or by-product of a
rainforest in a way that promotes the
preservation and sustainablilty of the
ecosystem.
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Williams’ Taxonomy Activity

Ecology in the Media
FLUENCY
Watch a TV news report and state the proportion of ecological stories to non-ecological
stories.

FLEXIBILITY
Examine a TV guide and state the same proportion for an evenings programming.

ORIGINALITY
Think of an alternate type of programming that might promote an awareness of
ecology in your local area.

ELABORATION
Explain your findings from Fluency and Flexibility.

RISK TAKING
State the dangers involved in relying only on the media for information on ecological
issues.

COMPLEXITY
If you were preparing a TV or radio program on an important ecological issue, do you
think it is more important to appeal to the everyday person or a government official?

CURIOSITY
Devise an evening’s programming for a TV or radio channel that would investigate the
questions you currently have about ecological concerns in Australia.

IMAGINATION
You are an actor in a big-budget movie researching the role of the chief government
advisor on climate change. What steps would you take to get into character?

42

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education INA8811

