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Introduction

H ave you ever found yourself sitting in a meeting wondering, “How am I ever 

going to cover all these standards and get to everything I’m supposed to be 

teaching this year?” At that moment, you also realize your district wants you to 

integrate the latest digital technology, and that may have you asking yourself, 

“Where will I get the technology I need? Who will help me learn and implement the 

technology?”

All of this might seem overwhelming—what is a teacher to do? First, you might turn 

to your teammates and colleagues for help and support. Perhaps your district pro-

vides current technology development for staff on a regular basis and has instruc-

tional coaches to help teachers chart this new territory, planning new lessons, 

bringing in resources, and infusing technology. In reality, most districts don’t have 

all of this support. Yet teachers are especially in need of technology when consider-

ing their clientele: students.

We have an important role in helping you and your students implement technol-

ogy into the standards. Our hope is that you are in a place that regularly provides 

high-quality professional learning experiences to help teachers understand the state 

standards and supports you with the latest in equipment and software. Profes-

sional development, along with this book and its resources, will help guide your 

instruction using the standards with technology, and it will support you in transfer-

ring new knowledge and skills to the classroom. It is a large task, but focusing on 

specifi c goals for student learning utilizing the state standards with technology will 

have a positive effect on student achievement. This will improve your teaching.© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
du

ca
tio

n



Infusing Technology in the K-5 Classroom

2

What  Are My State Standards?
Until 2010, every state was doing its own thing when it came to state standards. 

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) initiative was a state-created drive that 

sought to bring diverse state curricula into alignment by following the principles 

of standards-based education reform. Despite the public perception that it was a 

federal program, CCSS was sponsored by the National Governors Association Cen-

ter for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State School Offi cers 

(CCSSO), and a vast majority of the fi fty U.S. states are members of the initiative. 

So, even if you’re in a state that did not adopt Common Core, there is a high likeli-

hood your curriculum looks very similar to CCSS.

As of the writing of this book, there are forty-six states that use CCSS in some 

form. Please see the map (Figure 0.1) to check if your state is one of them. But even 

the four states that never adopted Common Core have standards that  are similar 

to them. Thirteen states adopted and subsequently, over the next several years, 

Figure 0.1.

Map of states 
currently using 
Common Core 
State Standards in 
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rewrote the Common Core standards as their own. States have also renamed them, 

with the most popular alternate title being College and Career Readiness Standards 

(CCRS), and there are many others names used. According to an Education Week 

article about states’ rewrites, 

[N]early 70 percent of the changes that were made in either math or language 

arts across all grades were simply wording or format clarifi cations . . . Another 

25 percent of the changes added a standard or a concept to an existing math or 

reading standard. In only 6 percent of the math or reading changes did states 

delete a standard, and none lessened their rigor. (Sparks, 2017)

Many articles have been written about the demise of CCSS, but a vast majority of 

states still have CCSS in place. In fact, most states would have problems getting 

textbooks and resources for their own standards if they did not adhere to, or closely 

resemble, CCSS.

Why? Because most publishers, lesson creators, and online purveyors write for, and 

align to, CCSS. Recently, the assessments have come under fi re; several states have 

changed, opted out, or created their own assessments for students, but the Com-

mon Core (or its close approximation) remains.

If you would like to explore the history behind CCSS, review the Common Core 

State Standards Initiative’s “About the Standards” page (tinyurl.com/26f7amp).

What Is in This Book?
This is the fi rst book in a two-book series designed to help teachers connect 

technology to CCSS in their K–12 classrooms . Although we refer to “standards ,”   

“College and Career Readiness Standards ,” and “CCSS” often in this book, we mean 

Common Core State Standards. We have reviewed the CCSS and selected those 

specifi c standards  that implicitly or explicitly refer to technology. In other words, 

we do not cover every standard, only those that direct teachers to use technology as 

part of their instruction and assessment.  Here is what you will fi nd in this book.

• We address some of the issues that your students face and discuss how import-
ant it is to tailor their learning experiences.© H
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• We give you ways of engaging and educating parents about the standards and 
assessments.

• We discuss the equipment you need to teach the standards.

• We show you how to address the roadblocks that stand between you and this 
technology.

• We explain how the CCSS are organized and list the specifi c standards with the 
technology aspect in bold for the grade level you teach.

• We show you how to offer several classroom-tested lesson ideas by grade level 
from Chapter 8 through the end of the book. This ensures that your students 
are satisfying the tech-related benchmarks outlined in the CCSS.

Who Is This Book For?
Our intentions for this book, and the second book in this series, is that it be used 

as a resource for K–12 teachers, administrators, school librarians, and home-

school providers in the United States. Additionally, we believe the books will greatly 

benefi t college instructors of elementary, middle school, and high school teachers. 

Really, any educator who is responsible for developing and delivering instruction to 

students in the United States and its territories will love this book!

We intend you to use this book as your technology coach when you need support 

for your lessons, especially when you are working with the standards. We experi-

enced fi rsthand how to do this when teaching together and working as technology 

coaches. We have more than eighty-fi ve years of combined teaching experience. As 

a team, we worked with teachers, students, administrators, and parents to integrate 

technology in our district. We hope that you will view this book as your own indi-

vidual technology support, because we can’t be with you personally. Please con-

sult this book often, especially if you’re in a school, district, or state that does not 

provide enough professional development in this area. We hope to show you how 

to integrate the embedded tech-related language found within the CCSS into your 

everyday curriculum.
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How Can We Keep This Book up to Date?
We realize that technology is constantly changing and that digital tools come 

and go. To make certain that you continue to have the most current resources 

at your fi ngertips, visit our website, Infusing Technology in the Classroom

(tinyurl.com/y9dfl tpr). The website password for the K–5 book is: k5ITITC. 

There, you will fi nd an updated list of the apps, software, and websites 

mentioned in this book.

We should also mention that, although we are sharing many tools and resources 

with you, we are not affi liated with any company. The programs, apps, and websites 

listed in this book are simply those that we feel support the CCSS. There are many 

 wonderful digital tools available that are not included due to space and time con-

straints. If you come across a particularly good or new resource that fi ts a specifi c 

standard, we hope you will visit our website and share that resource.

Let’s begin by taking a closer look at today’s generation of tech-savvy students and 

the skills they bring to the classroom.

Book 
Website

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
du

ca
tio

n




