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Boost your students’ communication skills. Build interpersonal 
relationships within your classroom. Transform your classroom into a kind 
and caring community. Do it all with gambits — functional phrases that 
empower students to say just the right thing. In this SmartCard, you will 
find more than 200 gambits designed to help stretch your students’ 
verbal/linguistic intelligence, plus structures for generating and sharing 
gambits. Watch students work together more harmoniously. Listen as your 
students become more self-confident and respectful of one another. 
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Management Ideas

    
Before having students work together, 
model some appropriate gambits you’re 
looking for. Pick a student from the class 
and share with the class which gambits 
you’d like to see. For example, “If I was 
working with Ashley and it looked like she 
needed help, I might ask, ‘Would you like 
me to show you how to do this question?’” 
Alternatively, work with a pair or team to 
model polite language for the class. 
Students are much more likely to use the 
gambits if you establish and model your 
expectations.

When you hear students use positive 
speech, or a gambit you’re working on, 
celebrate it with positive attention. 
Recognise the student publicly, and watch 
positive language increase in your 
classroom. For example, “I just heard 
Donna say, ‘Let’s focus on our project’. 
Thank you Donna for keeping your team 
on task.”   

If you hear a student say something 
inappropriate, provide a positive 
alternative. For example, “Joey, if you 
don’t like the idea, you can say, ‘That’s a 
possibility, another idea might be…’”

 Reinforce
Good Form

Offer 
Alternatives

Model Polite
Language

Learning to Communicate
Ever hear a student call another student a 

not-so-polite name? Ever hear a student say 

something and get laughed at? Ever see a student 

wanting to help or needing help but simply at a loss 

for words? Take heart. We all have! Functional, polite 

communication is not something we can take for 

granted. Communication skills need to be learned — 

and gambits are the key that opens the door. 

Teaching Communication SkillsAs children, many of us were taught to say, “please” when we wanted something and 
“thank you” when someone gave us something. Our parents were right there, asking 
us, “What do you say?” They would clue us into WHAT to say and WHEN to say it. We adopted these “speech manners” into our daily interactions. They’ve become a natural part of the way we speak and interact with others. 

Learning Together 

There’s more to communicating well than rudimentary social graces. 

In school, especially in classrooms promoting student-to-student 

interaction, we can take students’ communication skills to a higher 

level. We can foster the use of appropriate phrases for asking for help, 

praising and encouraging others, offering support, paraphrasing, 

inviting others to participate, and keeping each other on task. 

The Embedded 
Social Skills CurriculumSocials skills are intimately intertwined with communication skills. As students learn the gambits for disagreeing in an agreeable way, they are actually becoming more respectful of others’ opinions and perspectives. As they learn phrases to offer help, they become more inclusive in their social orientation. Learning what to say is a cornerstone of character development. 
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