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A

fter teaching history 26 years at Spartanburg High
School, I am truly enjoying my teaching more than
ever. The students in my classroom are learning more
and continue to perform better because their various
learning styles are being addressed daily. The reason: I
am now teaching with activities and diverse strategies
that meet the state standards and engage ALL my
students, not just a select few.

By engaging all students in a variety of activities that
span the intelligences, all students are more actively
engaged. History becomes more experiential. They
experience history from the inside, rather than merely
hearing and reading about history. Multi modal activities
engage students’ various intelligences and learning
styles and thus they are more interested and retain the
information better.

I have been a longtime proponent of active learning in
the classroom. I have conducted past workshops for
the South Carolina State Department of Education that
illustrate the importance of integrated curriculum and
activities that actively engage all learners. In 2000, I
was named the Spartanburg School District 7 Teacher
of the Year and participated in the South Carolina
Teacher of the Year program. However, in all my years
of teaching, nothing has made a greater impact on
my instruction than the implementation of multiple
intelligence strategies I learned by attending a Kagan
workshop.

There are 21 chapters in this book, organized
sequentially from early America to recent times. For
each chapter, there are numerous activity ideas for each
of the eight intelligences. Following the activity ideas,
are reproducible student pages. The pages have a written
summary of a historical event, then either instructions
for an activity or activity options for students (or the
teacher). Collectively, there are nearly 2,000 activity
ideas. To do each activity would be impossible. Simply,
pick and choose the ones you feel are most pertinent to
your class and content.

After the workshop, I began to develop history activities
to engage students’ eight intelligences:
• Verbal/Linguistic
• Logical/Mathematical
• Visual/Spatial
• Musical/Rhythmic
• Bodily/Kinesthetic
• Naturalist
• Interpersonal
• Intrapersonal
I broadened my activities and had my students make
posters, draw cartoons, sing songs, create graphs, and
role-play events. Immediately, I enjoyed tremendous
success. History became more active and real. Engaging
students in meaningful activities greatly enhances
student performance and motivation. Students are on
task, and they enjoy coming to class. They learn more
and their grades are better. My evaluations have been
excellent and I credit the Kagan MI strategies I use and
share in this book.
Discipline problems have virtually disappeared. Many
teachers say discipline is the biggest issue in America,
but when a teacher uses Kagan MI strategies and taps
into the right intelligences, students become motivated,
the learning becomes fun, and there are few discipline
issues. There’s no doubt about it, using these MI
activities improves discipline.
If I have a student in my history class that has a musical
intelligence and all I do is lecture, then I do not assist
a child in reaching his or her full potential. However,
if I have a student who enjoys music, I may have that
student write a song on an instrument for the class.
Teachers must always be sensitive to all learning styles
because we tend to teach how we learn best. Remember
to place the student first and move toward meeting his
or her learning styles.

My greatest success in teaching history is to do two to
three activities per day. Each day, I address different
intelligences with different activities. Students approach
the subject matter through a range of intelligences,
reinforcing the historical concepts and facts. Agreed,
this is an unconventional approach to teaching history,
but my observations and test scores suggest that the
state standards can be more than met while teaching
the content through activities that address various
learning styles.
By instructing through activities that involve all
learners, students stay on task and produce a much
higher quality of work. They become excited about the
class and perform up to their full potential. I have seen
a major improvement in attitude and enthusiasm in my
classes. It’s most rewarding to hear students say that
history is their favorite class and they look forward to
attending class each day.
Use these Kagan MI activities and your students will
want to come to class because they enjoy the learning
through engaging and experiential activities. I’m
confident you’ll find plenty of great ideas and activities
to use in this book as you and your students experience
U.S. history!
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U.S. History Standards
Through Multiple Intelligence Activities
The key to effective teaching and learning involves bringing all students into the
lesson every day. Teachers must decide the most effective means of instructional
approach to address the state standards daily and yet meet all students’ needs. History standards can be addressed and met through activities that involve the multiple intelligences. Using diverse teaching strategies will make the lessons more
interesting and challenging for the students. This book provides the classroom
teacher with hundreds of student-based activities from the time of Early Colonies
to the present-day conflict in Iraq.

U.S. History Standards Addressed in this Workbook
★ Early Colonization and Major Colonial Events
★ The Revolutionary War and the Formation of the U.S. Constitution
★ Judicial Review and Historical Supreme Court Decisions
★ The Age of Thomas Jefferson
★ Manifest Destiny and Social Reforms
★ President Jackson’s Democracy
★ Popular Sovereignty
★ Slavery and the Causes of the Civil War
★ The Civil War and Reconstruction
★ Native Americans and the Western Frontier
★ The Gilded Age and the Great Labor Strikes
★ Foreign Affairs and the Great War
★ The Roaring ‘20s
★ The Great Depression and the New Deal
★ World War II and the Holocaust
★ The Events of the Cold War
★ America’s Conflicts in Asia
★ Civil Rights
★ Détente and the Fall of Communism
★ Desert Storm and the Fight Against Terrorism
★ New Challenges in the Middle East
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Chapter

11

The Era of
World War I
(1914–1919)
America remained neutral when World War I erupted. Events,
such as the Zimmermann Telegram and the German policy of
unrestricted submarine warfare, finally pulled America into
the conflict. America won the Great War and emerged from the
conflict as the world’s strongest nation. A League of Nations was formed
after the war to keep world peace, but the United States never joined.
The United States would again return to a policy of isolationism.

Verbal/Linguistic

l Debate the decision by President Wilson

for the United States to remain neutral at the
beginning of World War I.

2 Discuss the impact that the sinking of the
Lusitania had upon the American people.

Logical/Mathematical

l Sequence the major events that led
America into World War I.

2 Symbolize in numbers the ethnic groups
from America that fought in World War I.

3 Calculate the probability of being drafted

3 Share ideas about the new weapons used

into the U.S. Army in 1917.

4 Write a poem about the horror of No

States sustained in World War I.

in World War I.
Man’s Land.

5 Write a newspaper article about the

Zimmermann Note.

6 Explain the concept of unrestricted

4 Graph the causalities that the United
5 Compare and contrast the sinking of the
Lusitania with the sinking of the Titanic.

6 Make predictions about how the lives of

submarine warfare.

Americans changed as the nation entered
World War I.

7 Write a letter protesting the Sedition and

7 Analyze the data about African American

8

8 Classify and categorize the equipment

9

9 List and organize facts about the

Espionage Acts.

Read and analyze the stipulations of the
Versailles Treaty.
Debate the decision by Congress not to
join the League of Nations.

10 Read the novel All Is Quiet on the
Western Front.

11 Discuss the impact of the Spanish

influenza epidemic at the end of World War I.

units that fought in World War I.
American soldiers were issued.

preparation of the American military as the
nation entered World War I.

10 Evaluate the ideas by President Wilson
to make a “peace without victory.”

11 Solve the problem to transport the U.S.
Army to the European theater of war.
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Visual/Spatial

l View the film Sergeant York.
2 Create a political cartoon about the

Musical/Rhythmic

sinking of the Lusitania.

3 View the film Paths of Glory.
4 Examine photographs of No Man’s Land.
5 Design a postage stamp about World War I.
6 Draw a scene about America’s entry into

World War I.

7 Create a PowerPoint of the new weapons

and technology used in World War I.

8 Watch the film All Is Quiet on the Western
Front.

9 Create a scene of how the airplane was

“Over There.”

2 Sing the song “Goodbye Broadway, Hello
France.”

3 Listen and interpret the lyrics to the
song, “Mademoiselle from Armentiers.”

4 Listen to and interpret the song, “It’s a
Long Way to Tipperary.”

5 Determine the influence Big Band music
had upon World War I.

6 Compose a song about the sinking of the
Lusitania.

used in World War I.

10

Draw a scene illustrating sacrifices
made by American consumers in World War I.

11

Examine pictures of uniforms worn in
World War I. Compare the uniforms to those
worn in the Revolutionary War.

12 Make a poster urging for or against

l Listen and interpret the song lyrics to

7 Evaluate music about World War I.
8 Write a song about America’s entry into
World War I.

9 Listen to American, French, and German
songs played during World War I.

10 Perform as a class several songs played
during World War I.

America’s entry into the League of Nations.
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Chapter 11 continued
The Era of World War I
(1914–1919)
Bodily/Kinesthetic

l

Act out the role of President Wilson after
hearing the news of the sinking of the
Lusitania.

2 Act out President Wilson asking for a

declaration of war against Germany.

3 Perform a skit about the Zimmermann

9

Create a poster urging Americans to be
patriotic during World War I.

10 Role-play the Big Four at the Paris
Peace Conference.

11 Role-play Congress debating and

Note.

voting on America’s entry into the League
of Nations.

4

12 Role-play soldiers from the different

Visit a monument that honors soldiers
that fought in World War I.

5

Act out the role of an American soldier
in the trenches of World War I.

nations that fought in World War I and tell
their experiences before the class.

13 Visit a World War I battlefield in

6 Role-play a survivor from the Lusitania

Europe.

7 Build a model of No Man’s Land.
8 Perform a dance from the era of World

a gas attack in the trenches of France.

and describe what happened to the ship.

14 Role-play a soldier that was a victim of
15 Create a project about the medical
advances during World War I.

War I.

Naturalist

l List the characteristics of No Man’s Land. 7 Find a picture of soldiers covered with
snow in World War I. Determine the impact
2 Research the conditions of the ocean
weather had on soldiers in World War I.
when the Lusitania sank.
8 Find a picture of merchant marine
3 Record the changes in the terrain of
survivors in a life raft floating on the icy
Europe by 1918.

4

Examine pictures of the trenches of
World War I. Explain how the trenches were
used.

5

Categorize the materials found in No
Man’s Land.

6

Atlantic. Discuss with a partner how the
survivors might have felt.

9 View photos of trench rodents.
10 Devise a classification system that

illustrates the price of vegetables during
World War I.

Find pictures of the trenches of World
War I filled with water. Research the
problems this water caused.
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Interpersonal

l

9 Interview each other about the

Debate the issue of America’s neutrality
at the beginning of World War I.

conservation of certain foods during the
war.

2

Do a team presentation on prices and
wages during World War I.

10 Promote the purchase of Liberty
Bonds as a Hollywood movie star.

3 Interview a partner in the role of Teddy

11 Do a team presentation on African

Roosevelt after the sinking of the Lusitania.

American units that fought in World War I.

4 Write a term paper on how World War I

12 Share with each other information

changed America.

about the Espionage and Sedition Acts.

5 Share with others your likes and dislikes

13

about President Wilson.

Interview each other about the way
World War I was resolved.

6

Do a team presentation on the
propaganda slogans used in World War I.

14 Do a team presentation about the new
weapons used in World War I.

7 Prioritize the major goals of preparing

15 Share your thoughts about the

the nation for World War I.

Versailles Treaty and how Germany was
punished at the conclusion of World War I.

8 Mediate the conflict in the Supreme

Court case Schenck v. the United States.

Intrapersonal

l

8 Express your likes and dislikes about

2

9 Choose between entering the conflict in

3

10 Defend the position of General

Describe your feelings about Germany’s
sinking of the Lusitania.
Describe your feelings about President
Wilson’s decision to keep America out of the
conflict until 1917.
Observe and describe the mood changes
in Americans after the declaration of war.

4

Mediate on how World War I affected
African Americans.

the Espionage and Sedition Acts.

1917 or completely staying out of the war.
Explain your reasoning.
Pershing to use African Americans in
combat missions.

11 Write about the actions of the Creel

5 Think about the actions of women that

worked in factories during World War I.
Write about their contributions to the war
effort.

6 Write an ethical code of conduct toward

Committee.

12 Relate the sinking of the Lusitania to
the attack on America on 9-11.

13 Observe and discuss the mood

the treatment of prisoners of war.

changes in Americans at the conclusion of
the war.

7

14 Make an action plan to prevent

Express your likes and dislikes about
President Wilson.

another World War.
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15.3 Blackline Master • Visual/Spatial Activity

World War II and the Holocaust
The Holocaust Begins
In November 1938, the Nazis attacked Jews all over Germany.
Jews were beaten and arrested and their shops were looted. Jewish
synagogues were then torched. This was called the Night of Broken
Glass. Many people believe this event was the beginning of the Holocaust.
Adolf Hitler had picked on the Jews during his first five years in power,
but this was open warfare. Concentration camps like Dachau would open. Soon,
killing centers in Poland would exterminate millions in what Hitler called his
Final Solution.
The U.S. government did know the Holocaust was happening, but the main goal when
America did entered the war was to defeat Hitler’s army. Over twelve million innocent
people died in the
Holocaust, including
six million Jews.
Instructions: Design a book cover about the
It was hard for
Holocaust.
the world to believe
this horrible event
happened. Yet, it was
very real and was
documented on film.
American soldiers
were shocked as
they
liberated
camps. Many of
these camps were
left standing as a
reminder of the
Holocaust.
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15.4 Blackline Master • Logical/Mathematical Activity

World War II and the Holocaust
The Atomic Bombs
Japan refused to surrender during World
War II even though Germany and Italy had
been defeated. Japan would now face atomic
destruction. Hiroshima and Nagasaki
were—to be totally annihilated on August 6
and August 9, 1945. These cities were both
targets for America’s newest weapon, the
atomic bomb. The world had never before
seen such an awesome weapon. These
bombs were equal to 20,000 tons of TNT.
The damage was catastrophic and the loss
of life horrific in both cities.

President Truman had authorized
the use of these atomic weapons to save
American lives and put an immediate end to
the war. Both of those goals were achieved.
These new weapons, which were built as a
result of the Manhattan Project, ushered
in the Atomic Age. Four years later, the
Soviet Union exploded an atomic bomb and
the Nuclear Arms Race began.

Instructions: Contrast the two atomic bombs.

Hiroshima

Nagasaki
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