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INTRODUCTION

You are a concerned human being. The fact that you’re reading this book is
proof. You (along with a growing group of concerned human beings) realise the
need to protect the animals and the environment. You understand that caring
for the environment is not a passing fad!

The official designated ‘Earth Day’ comes once a year, but we must take
responsibility for our planet every single day. We know that the destruction of
even one more species is one too many.

What can we do?
Many celebrities have become animal rights champions, appearing regularly in
the media and urging the nation to join the fight. But you can be more effective
than actors or singers who are far removed from the lives of children. You, the
teacher, have a direct influence on a large group of people that is here, now and
real.

Educators can go far beyond TV ‘sound bites’ by offering in-depth information
to an eager, creative and open-minded audience. You have the opportunity to
instill in this new generation a desire to help and to care. You can encourage
children to value and protect the entire family of animals – from the much
admired whale to the often-slighted snail.

Save the Animals! includes scores of integrated-learning activities that will
help you enable children to:

• Understand the term ‘species’
• Become aware of the concept of extinction
• Realise the interdependence of animals and humans
• Relate ecological issues to the entire curriculum and to their lives

outside the classroom.
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ANIMAL AWARENESS NEWSLETTER
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Materials:
Newsletter pattern (page 46),
newspaper and magazine articles, and
endangered animals books and
materials.

Directions:
Students can work on this as a class
project. With a monthly awareness
newsletter, they can share information
with the rest of the school, their
parents and other members of the
community. As the ancient statesman
Seneca said, ‘While we teach, we
learn.’

An interesting newsletter could
include information about your chosen
endangered animal of the month. It
might also feature a column about the
projects that children are currently
working on. Pictures of animals can be
drawn by students based on
illustrations found in books.

Provide information about household
pets and neighbourhood animals. We
have a responsibility to care for all
animals, not just those on an
endangered species list. This section
could list information from the RSPCA
about spaying and neutering. One
month you may want to include ways
to handle an injured animal. You can
get this type of information from a
local wildlife resource centre or from
the library. Make sure to list people
who are giving away puppies and
kittens. This will help owners find good
homes for these little creatures.

A lost and found section can help
pets find their owners!

Information on animals for your
newsletter should be kept in a file.
Collect articles and flyers during the
month and sort everything as a class
when it comes time to publish.
Students should vote on what they
consider important enough to appear
in their newsletter.

Invite guest columnists to write for
your newsletter. These might include
your school librarian, a representative
from the local animal shelter, a
museum curator, and a local zoo
keeper.
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GRAND FINALE

Teacher’s note:
At the end of your show, let the students come out in their different animal
costumes – koala, panda bear, fox and spider puppets – to sing a grand finale.

OH, GIVE ME A BREAK
(To the tune of ‘Home on the Range’.)

Oh, give me a break,
Hissed the old rattlesnake,
As it slithered and looked for a home.
I’m from Mexico, 
But have no place to go,
Since folks build towns where I like to roam.

Yes, yes, I agree,
Said the West African manatee.
I’m hunted all day,
If I enter a bay.
Pretty soon there will be none of me.

Please don’t look at us,
Said a rhinoceros
Who was standing near a Great Bustard.
I’m killed for my horns,
And poached evenings and morns.
We live lives that are growing quite hard.

Home, home on the range.
Fewer animals have space to play.
What needs to be heard,
Are encouraging words.
Once they’re gone, we’ll have nothing to say.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Save the Animals! is divided into five sections;

Literature links uses fiction and nonfiction picture books to introduce
information about endangered or extinct animals, such as dugongs and
dinosaurs. The section’s crafts, projects and language activities help children
connect with animals separated from them by distance or time.

Animal awareness focuses on the day-to-day natural world. With the help of
student made bird feeders and other constructions, youngsters observe birds
and other animal groups in the local environment. These projects teach children
that every animal deserves attention and compassion, not only those on
endangered species lists.

Displays for children to make, such as display boards, books, exhibits,
mobiles and other eye-catching creations enable children to share information
about animals.

Show time presents songs, puppets and costume patterns for putting on an
animal awareness production.

Reaching out involves students in ecological citizenship projects, such as
letter writing and newsletter publishing.

The bonus poster can be used to introduce this animal unit as well as for
classroom decoration. Certain activities in this book refer to information
provided on the posters.

The main goal of this book is to help you help your students make their
community a more aware and therefore safer place for animals. The idea is to
change the world, and what better place to start than close to home?
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TEACHING THE BASICS

Your students need to grasp the concepts of ‘species’ and ‘extinction’ in order to
understand the need to save the animals. The following background information
may prove useful in maximising the value of the activities that follow.

Species: Earth is home to more than one million kinds of animals. Each is
called a species. Human beings are one species. So are dogs, cats and ostriches.
Two animals may look very different – Dalmations and Dobermans, for example
– and yet belong to the same species. The key is whether of not a male and a
female can produce offspring. Because a Dalmation and a Doberman can have
puppies together, they belong to the same species. A Doberman and a Persian
cat cannot have babies together (we don’t have any ‘puppins’ or ‘kippies’ running
around). Therefore, they do not belong to the same species.

Extinction: Extinction is a natural process that occurs when an entire
species dies and no members are left to reproduce. Many scientists believe that
as some species become extinct, new species developed. Today, however one
species a day is vanishing. This rate is accelerating toward one species an hour.
Some scientists have speculated that all species will become extinct some day
including humans.

Dinosaurs are the most famous groups of extinct species. They were followed
by very different looking creatures, including birds and mammals. In the past
5000 years, humans have become a powerful species that has driven many
other species to extinction – some by hunting them until no members of their
species remain, but more often, through the destruction of species’ habitats
through land development.

In recent years, we have learned that the loss of a species can adversely affect
humans in many ways: economically, biologically and spiritually. We
are able to invent many wonders in our scientific laboratories. But no
one has figured out how to recreate an animal once it has reached
extinction.
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SPIDER PUPPET

Materials
Elastic string (one arm’s length per
child), black and red construction paper,
scissors, black wool, stapler, glue.

Directions:
1. For the spider’s head and body,

students can cut two circles from the
black construction paper. One piece
should be the size of a tennis ball,
the other abut half that size.

2. Children glue the smaller circle onto
the larger one, overlapping the two
slightly. 

3. Two eyes can be cut from the red
construction paper and glued to the
spider’s head or features can be
drawn onto the spider’s face.

4. Have student’s cut eight leg-sized
lengths of black wool and glue four to
each side of the spider’s body.

5. The elastic string should be glued or
stapled to the back of the spider.

6. When the spider is dry, students
make it bounce and jump by pulling
on the string.

Save the Animals!
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YOU’RE A GRAND SPIDER

Teacher’s note:
Many types of spiders are endangered, from the Red-kneed Tarantula found in
deserts to the Glacier Bay Wolf Spider found only in polar regions. Children who
are frightened by spiders may warm up to these creatures after reading or
listening to Charlotte�s Web by E.B. White. The following silly song may make
them smile when they think of spiders. In a presentation of ‘You’re a Grand
Spider’, students bob their Spider puppets (page 43) in time with the music.

YOU’RE A GRAND SPIDER
(To the tune of ‘You’re a Grand Ol’ Flag.’)

Do you have eight legs?
Did you hatch from an egg?
Do you hang from a thread in my room?
Is a juicy fly,
A meal you’d try
To lure in your web and consume?

You use fine silk thread
To build a trap insect dread,
And to catch all your victims and prey
For, when it comes to gobbling pests,
You beat bug zappers any day!

Save the Animals!
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THE DUGONG MEADOW
Story:
Naomi Mairou’s The Dugong Meadow tells the tale of a fishing boat and the
results of a storm from the gentle dugong’s point of view. The fishing nets crash
through the sea grass meadow and drag off many of the local creatures. The
dugong and the sea turtle try to break the nets but they cannot and their
friends are taken away. Then the cyclone comes and the fishing boat is damaged
in the storm. It sinks to the bottom and comes to rest in the meadow. All the
animals including the dugong are scared of the boat, but it is harmless now. It
gradually becomes a part of their environment, other animals begin to live in it
and on it.

Environmental connection:
While this book tells the story from the dugong’s point of view and gives the
dugong a very human point of view, the story contains some very important
points. The fishing nets do not discriminate between what is caught and many
animals, including dugongs, are caught up in the nets and die. Dugongs are
large mammals growing to three metres in length and weighing up to 500
kilograms. Slow breeding rates, loss of environment and fishing mean the
dugong is an endangered species.

Language extension:
In The Dugong Meadow the author gives the dugong feelings. The dugong feels
scared, forlorn or terrified. Each page describes the change in the dugong’s
feelings about what happens in the meadow. Try to find words to describe the
dugong’s feelings for each page.

ADDITIONAL BOOKS: The Ruined House by Mick Manning (Walker Books)
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