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ASIA AND AUSTRALIA

ASIA AND AUSTRALIA

INTRODUCTION
Our world’s rich heritage comes to life in the 
hands of children when they create crafts from 
other cultures. They can be tribal dancers wearing 
ceremonial masks, or painters in Mexico splashing 
colour onto festive bowls, or ancient Egyptians 
creating hieroglyphics.

By exploring the traditions of many people, children 
can embark on an adventure around the globe 
and back in time. Children can envision the sights 
and sounds of faraway places: the drone of the 
didgeridoo and the sand deserts of the Australian 
Aboriginals and the brilliant night sky over the noisy 
streets of India during the Festival of Lights.

Through craft-making, children are also able to 
imagine what the world was like long ago. Most 
of our early ancestors had no written language. 
Knowledge was passed on to children by their 
parents and grandparents. Children today can 
understand the struggles of their ancestors and 
see the unwritten stories in the beauty of their 
great-grandmother’s quilts.

Through this simple (but very exciting) way of 
exploring other cultures, you will be able to delight 
children and arouse their interest in learning. As 
you lead your children through the activities in this 
book, you will open a door to the world around them. 
You can help the children find the origins of the 
craft cultures by rotating a globe and searching a 
map.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
Crafts from World Cultures has been divided into 
five sections: North and South America, Asia 
Pacific, Australia, Africa, and Europe. All of the 
instructions for all of the crafts are described in 
easy steps with accompanying pictures. At the 
bottom of each page is a brief paragraph about the 
particular craft’s cultural background. Read this 
to your class, or let children read it to themselves. 
Certain crafts are accompanied by pattern pages.

As you venture into the world of multicultural 
crafts, please consider these ideas:

Whenever possible, make the craft project yourself 
before teaching it to your class. Then, make the 
craft again along with the children. This will help you 
to guide them through the experience in the way the 
craft was originally taught to children by parents 
and grandparents for many generations. Encourage 
older children to pass the ideas on to younger 
children to keep the tradition going.

Let the craft experience lead you and your children 
outside of the classroom. Visit the library, a 
museum, a senior citizen centre, a festival, or a 
dance production.

Feel free to make any changes in the projects that 
you feel will help the children be more successful 
and gain more from the experience. Some projects 
may need to be made more complex while others 
may need to be simplified to work best for the 
developmental level of your children.

Be open to a rich and exciting exchange of ideas 
and discoveries. Often, children have valuable ideas 
or traditions to share that they have not had the 
opportunity to bring to school before.

Collect and display authentic folk art and crafts 
whenever possible. It is especially educating if you 
also provide photographs of people from different 
cultures in their homes or at their jobs. Enrich craft 
experiences by supplementing the projects with 
food, music, pictures, maps and globes.

Explore and share your own traditions with your 
students. Invite others from your community to join 
the class.

Make the time with your students an interactive 
experience.
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Materials:
sticky-black foam (insulation type)
wood block
ink pad
craft knife or scissors
cloth or paper

Cut shape from foam. Peel off paper backing.

Print on cloth or paper.Press shape onto block.

Andinkera was a king in Africa who wore robes covered with intricate designs. During battle, King 
Andinkera was killed by the Ashanti, who took his robe as a trophy. Today, African clothing is often 
printed with Andinkera symbols. The colourful printed cloth is worn for many occasions by both 
men and women and is considered an elegant form of dress.

ANDINKERA CLOTH
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Materials:
self-hardening clay
paper bowl
black paint
paintbrush
spoon or carving tool

Press clay flat.

Carve geometric designs 
with edge of spoon.

Remove bowl. Paint 
clay inside and out. Let dry.

Skilled artists in Africa use sharp metal instruments to carve geometric designs in firm, sun-
dried calabash gourds. Calabashes may be used for bowls, dishes, water jugs, musical instruments 
or jewellery. The artists first use wood soot to blacken the calabashes. Then they carve decorative 
lines against the dark background.

Trim. Dry about two hours.

Cover bowl with clay.

CALABASH BOWL
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CRAFTS FROM WORLD CULTURES - AFRICA (EGYPT)

Materials:
plaster of Paris
pencil and paintbrush
used red brick
large nail
damp sponge

Sponge brick to clean.

Carve with nail.Draw symbols with pencil.

When the Greeks first came to Ancient Egypt, they called Egyptian writing on tombs and temples 
"hieroglyphics" - "hiero" meaning "holy" and "glyph" meaning "writing". The hieroglyph symbols were 
written from right to left or top to bottom. A child who learned to read and write hieroglyphs grew 
up to become a "scribe".

Brush on plaster of Paris. 

Let dry.

HIEROGLYPHICS
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