Ten-Minute
Grammar Grabbers

by Murray Suid
illustrated by Philip Chalk

This book is for
Leslie Kallen

Originally published by
Monday Morning Books, Inc.

®

Republished in Australia by

P.O. Box 580, Moorabbin,
Victoria 3189, Australia
Phone: (03) 9555 1344 Fax: (03) 9553 4538
Toll Free Ph: 1800 33 4603 Fax: 1800 15 0445
Website: http://www.hbe.com.au
Email: orders@hbe.com.au
© 1996 Monday Morning Books, Inc.
© 2005 Hawker Brownlow Education
Printed in Australia
Code: MMA2028
ISBN: 1 74101 214 7
0905
This work is copyright. Apart from any fair dealings for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review or as
permitted under the Copyright Act, no part may be reproduced, transmitted, stored, communicated or recorded by any
process without written permission. Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

Contents
Introduction ........................................................................................................................ 4
Part 1. Parts of speech ......................................................................................................... 6
Alphabetical grammar .....................................................................................................................8
Biographical words ........................................................................................................................10
Bookmark reports..........................................................................................................................12
Dictionary hunt .............................................................................................................................14
Fill-in stories .................................................................................................................................16
Grammar flip book ........................................................................................................................18
Grammar graphing ........................................................................................................................20
Head hunting ................................................................................................................................22
Labelling words .............................................................................................................................24
Multipurpose words ......................................................................................................................26
Pantomime the parts .....................................................................................................................28
Picture the parts ............................................................................................................................30
Riddle words .................................................................................................................................32
Simon says ....................................................................................................................................34
Substitutions .................................................................................................................................36
Title creativity................................................................................................................................38
‘Wanted’ words ..............................................................................................................................40
Word of the day.............................................................................................................................42
Words in the world........................................................................................................................44
Part 2. Sentences ............................................................................................................... 46
Declarative sentences.....................................................................................................................48
Imperative sentences .....................................................................................................................50
Interrogative sentences ..................................................................................................................52
Sentence counting .........................................................................................................................56
Sentence elements .........................................................................................................................58
Sentence forms ..............................................................................................................................64
Sentence making ...........................................................................................................................68
Sentence repairing .........................................................................................................................72
Resources
Grammar guide .............................................................................................................................74
Editing practice ............................................................................................................................78
Sample frames ...............................................................................................................................84
Irregular nouns..............................................................................................................................88
Irregular verbs ...............................................................................................................................89
Sentence patterns ..........................................................................................................................91
Diagramming sentences .................................................................................................................94
Sample sayings ..............................................................................................................................95
Teaching ESL .................................................................................................................................96

Ten-Minute Grammar Grabbers MMA2028

3

© 2005 Hawker Brownlow Education

Introduction
Although the study of grammar goes in and out of fashion, most
accomplished writers and editors agree on this: understanding grammar
is a vital step in language mastery.
The reason is simple: English is like a game. As with chess, basketball
and other activities, players must know the rules and the jargon so that
they can interact with the other players. This knowledge also makes
possible self-evaluation.
What has this got to do with grammar? Everything! Grammar is the
name we give to the rules and definitions of language.

Learning to love grammar
No-one would enjoy studying the rules of tennis but never playing the
game. Likewise, studying grammar outside the context of reading and
writing is a bore. But integrating grammar within the humanities can be
interesting and even fun.
That’s the idea behind Ten-Minute Grammar Grabbers. Through quick
and easy projects, students learn sentence basics while using language
creatively. These real-world applications include:
• composing mini autobiographies
• inventing titles
• giving directions
• hunting for language patterns in literature
• using the dictionary as a research tool
• writing stories that reinforce grammar concepts

How to use this book
Ten-Minute Grammar Grabbers is divided into two sections:
• The first section, Parts of speech, covers the basic terminology needed
to analyse words as used in sentences. Students will discover how
nouns, adjectives, verbs and other forms of expression capture meaning.
• The second section, Sentences, introduces the three main uses of
sentences (stating information, asking questions, giving commands) and
the various forms of sentences such as simple and compound sentences.
Throughout the book, each lesson features an activity that takes only
minutes to learn. You’ll find a brief introduction plus step-by-step
directions. In most cases, the only materials needed are paper and pencil.
Ten-Minute Grammar Grabbers MMA2028
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Frequently, the work can be done cooperatively in groups of two or
three. If time permits, students can share their efforts in small groups or
with the class.
Follow-up pages provide additional resources, for example, a sample
dictionary page that prepares students for exploring real dictionaries. You’ll
also find models of the assignments, e.g. a verb-focused biography.

Beyond ten minutes
Accompanying each quick activity is an extension project designed to
expand student understanding of the given concept. These enrichment
challenges lead to picture books, stories, reports and other creations.

Additional resources
At the end of the book, you’ll find a variety of materials used in many
activities, for example, a list of sentence patterns, plus a simple method
for diagramming sentences. The section features a reproducible ‘Grammar
guide’ that students can refer to throughout the year. This guide includes
definitions, examples, rules and advice.
The resources section also suggests strategies for teaching students
learning English as a second language.

Where to begin
The study of grammar doesn’t have a clear beginning or ending. To
understand verbs, you need to encounter nouns. To grasp sentence
structure, you must be aware of sentence function.
This means that you can start anywhere. That’s why these activities are
listed in alphabetical order. However, those projects that appear early in
the book introduce basic terms. Thus, if grammar learning is new to your
students, you might wish to start with the first few activities.
A final hint: each part of the book begins with a noticeboard that defines
terms. If you put up such a board ahead of time, you’ll find it handy for
introducing concepts and later reinforcing them.
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Part 1.
Parts of speech
English is a melting-pot language, enriched by people and cultures
from around the world. One of the language’s great strengths is its vast
vocabulary, estimated at about a million words!
Amazingly, all of these words – from ‘a’ to ‘antidisestablishmentarianism’
– fit into just nine basic categories. These are known as the ‘parts of
speech’. Each category represents a different way words are used to convey
meaning. Once students grasp the nine fundamental parts, they’ll be better
prepared to incorporate new words they encounter.
The activities that follow are designed to make the nine parts of speech
concrete. The noticeboard on the next page can set the stage for these
activities. The idea is to represent visually the eight linguistic categories.
You might point to the board when introducing one of the parts or when
reinforcing the concept.
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Parts-of-speech noticeboard
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