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Dinosaur Trading Cards

Pterodactyls lived 
in the Late 
Jurassic times. 
They were not 
di no saurs. Fossils 
have been found 
in North America, 
Europe, Africa 
and Aus tra lia.

‘Velociraptor’ 
means ‘swift 
robber’. It was 
named for its 
speed and for its 
grasping claws. 
It was about the 
size of a man.

The Tyrannosaurus 
lived in North 
America. It was 15 
metres long. It had 
teeth that were 18 
cm long!

The Titanosaurus
lived in Europe, 
India, Indochina 
and South 
America. It was 
12 metres long.

Fossils of the 
Spinosaurus  
were found 
in Niger and 
Egypt. It was 
12 metres long. 
It had a spine 
that was taller 
than a person!

‘Brontosaurus’ 
means ‘thunder 
lizard’. The 
modern name 
for this di no saur 
is ‘Aptosaurus’. 
Its fossils were fi rst 
found in 1877.

‘Ichthyosaurus’ 
means ‘fi sh liz-
ard’. These 
creatures were 
not di no saurs, 
but they lived in 
the Me so zo ic Era. 
They grew to 9 
metres long.

Ankylosaurus di-
nosaurs ranged 
in size from 4.5 
to 9 metres 
long. They had 
clubbed tails 
and spikes. 

The Triceratops 
had three horns. 
Its name means 
‘three-horned 
face’. The larg est 
grew to 7.5 
metres long and 
3 metres tall.
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A Note to Teachers and 
Parents

This book is fi lled with exciting activities for kids. Each 
page is written directly for the children, with activities 
and information that they can easily understand.
          The activities in this book cross the curriculum: 
maths, English, science and art. For example, children 
fi gure out how many people could fi t inside a T-Rex; 
they write about what it might have been like to live 
when the continents were connected; they learn 
about the different kinds of foods herbivorous and 
carnivorous dinosaurs ate; and they create their own 
camoufl aged dinosaurs.
          If you are working through this book as a class, 
simply photocopy the activities and give a page to 
each child (or each group of children, if you are doing 
group activities).
          Note that many of the projects are perfect for 
homework assignments. If you are teaching about 
measuring, for example, children can go home and 
measure items in their rooms to compare to the size of 
dinosaur eggs and then bring back their work to share 
with the class.
          Parents can also help their children with the 
activities in this book. Directions can be read aloud 
and the activities can be done together. For example, 
watch the weather report together with your child 
and then fi gure out whether a dinosaur might have 
been able to survive in your area!
          The most important thing about Dinosaurs is 
that children will be having fun while they explore the 
scientifi c world! If you help them to do this, you can 
help them make their scientifi c explorations a success.
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Dinosaur SWAPCards

Tyrannosaurus 
Rex

Velociraptor
Pterodactyl

Ichthyosaurus

Brontosaurus Spinosaurus

Triceratops
Titanosaurus

Ankylosaurus
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Dinosaur Glossary

Carnivores: Carnivores eat meat. Some dinosaurs, such 
as the Tyrannosaurus, were carnivorous.
Cold-blooded: Cold-blooded animals have a low body 
temperature. Their body temperature goes up or down 
depending on the temperature around them.
Cretaceous Period: This is the last period of time in which 
the dinosaurs lived. It began 135 million years ago and 
ended 65 million years ago. At the end of this period, the 
dinosaurs became extinct.
Extinct: The word ‘extinct’ means that something no 
longer exists. Extinction is a natural process. However, 
human beings can cause the extinction of animals. 
Evolve: To evolve means to change or develop by slow 
stages. When an animal evolves, it gradually develops 
new features. Evolving can take many centuries.
Herbivores: Herbivores eat plants. 
Jurassic Period: This time period began 190 million years 
ago and ended 135 million years ago. The largest of the 
dinosaurs lived during this period.
Mesozoic Era: The Mesozoic Era is called the ‘age of 
reptiles’. It began 225 million years ago and ended 65 
million years ago. It is divided into three parts: the Triassic, 
Jurassic and Cretaceous.
Reptiles: Reptiles are cold-blooded, egg-laying, air -
breathing animals that have backbones. The word 
‘reptile’ means ‘creeping animal’.
Triassic Period: The Triassic Period refers to the fi rst of 
three periods in the Mesozoic Era. This time period began 
225 million years ago and ended 190 million years ago. 
Dinosaurs appeared in the middle of the Triassic Period.
Warm-blooded: Warm-blooded animals have a high 
body temperature that stays steady. Birds and mammals 
are warm-blooded animals.
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Welcome to the World 
of Dinosaurs

Dinosaurs were the largest known land animals 
and they were amazing creatures! This book 
is going to take you on a journey to fi nd out 
about dinosaurs. You’ll learn about fossils, about 
bones, about the tiny Mussaurus and the mighty 
Tyrannosaurus Rex.
         Scientists who study dinosaurs are called 
palaeontologists. If you want to study dinosaurs, 
you’re going to need your palaeontologist’s 
badge.
         Either draw a picture of yourself or tape 
a photograph of yourself in the pattern. Then 
cut out the pattern and cover your picture (or 
drawing) with clear contact paper to protect it.
         Now that you have a palaeontologist’s 
badge, you’re ready to go! But before you learn 
all about dinosaurs, check your current dinosaur 
knowledge with the Dinosaur Quiz. Then check 
the answers to the quiz.
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         You can use your Scientist’s Notebook 
to start recording information as you learn 
it. Whenever you want to remember a bit of 
information, write it in your notebook. If you run 
out of room, use any lined paper.
         More information is being learned about 
dinosaurs all the time. Keep your eyes open! You 
can read about dinosaurs in newspapers or in 
articles posted on the Internet. Tell your friends 
and family that you’re interested in learning
about dinosaurs. They’ll be able to save any 
information they fi nd.
         Remember, once you start learning about 
dinosaurs, you can put your dinosaur knowledge 
into use at any time, even when you’re just 
walking up stairs. Next time you are in a three-
story building, look out the window. The tallest 
dinosaurs could have looked over the roof of 
a building this tall! The next time you’re playing 
soccer, think about this: the Hypselosaurus 
dinosaur’s jumbo eggs looked like lopsided 
soccer balls! Read on to learn more about the 
fascinating creatures called dinosaurs!
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End of the Dinosaurs

Why did the dinosaurs disappear? Scientists aren’t sure. 
Some believe that a giant meteorite or a swarm of 
comets struck Earth. Temperatures would have become 
colder. Most plants would have died. Plant-eaters would 
have died. Then meat-eaters would have died. 
         Other people believe that changes in climate 
happened when the continents shifted. This may have 
caused extinction. 
         While all the dinosaurs died out, other animals 
survived. The tuatara (right) lived with the dinosaurs. 
Now, it lives only on a few islands off New Zealand. Also 
alive today are the coelacanth (the fi sh, below), the 
horseshoe crab (below, left) and the crocodile. 
         

Be Aware! Stop the Extinction!
         Find out about modern animals that are in danger of 
becoming extinct. Then write up a report warning people 
of the dangers these animals face. Post your report in your 
classroom or on the Internet.

         In order to make sure that these animals do 
not become extinct, here are some tips to follow (for 
crocodiles):
• Conserve water. Crocodiles (and their cousins the 
alligators, caimans and gharials) need water. Water 
shortages in one area can affect areas far away.
• Recycle. Fewer landfi lls mean more animal habitats. 
Compost organic material to reduce waste in landfi lls.
• Don’t pollute. Chemicals produced by garbage pollute 
groundwater, wetlands and oceans.
         Spread the word about helping animals. Make signs 
to display in your classroom at school.
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Camouflaged Creatures

Scientists think that dinosaurs were patterned 
and coloured like the animals living today. 
Camoufl age helps animals blend in with their 
surroundings. For example, lions have coats that 
blend in with the golden grasses where they live. 
Chameleons change colour to blend with their 
environment. 
         Dinosaurs living in open countryside might 
have been patterned in black and white (like 
zebras). Dinosaurs living in the woods might 
have been green, brown and yellow. Younger 
dinosaurs probably were coloured more brightly 
than adult dinosaurs. Some large dinosaurs might 
have been greyish, like elephants.
         Draw your own dinosaur and colour it to 
blend with its surroundings. You can 
make a baby dinosaur or an adult 
dinosaur. Then cut out your picture. 
Make a background for your dinosaur 
using coloured construction paper and 
art materials. See if you can blend 
your dinosaur in with its surroundings.
         Then imagine what it might be 
like if dinosaurs lived today. Create 
your own dinosaur and give it colouring 
to blend in with an environment you 
choose. Or merge a modern animal with a 
dinosaur to see what it might look like. You might 
blend an elephant and a Tyrannosaurus to get 
an Elephantasaurus Rex!

  Just for Fun: Camoufl age Research
         Do some research to learn about other 
creatures that use camoufl age to survive. Insects, 
fi sh and mammals use camoufl age. Write a story 
about camoufl aged animals and illustrate it.
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Dinosaur Quiz

     Write True or False for the following statements:

1. All dinosaurs ate meat.

2. All dinosaurs hatched from eggs.

3. Some dinosaurs could fl y.

4. Dinosaurs lived at the same time as people.

5. People didn’t know dinosaurs existed until 
about 160 years ago.

6. Some dinosaurs lived in the water.

7. The word ‘dinosaur’ means ‘great big snake’.

8. The fi rst dinosaur bones were found in 
England.

9. Some dinosaurs could move as fast as a car.

10. Scientists have found all the remaining 
dinosaur bones.


