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Planet Swap Cards

Earth: From 
space, Earth 
looks blue. 
Water covers 
three-quarters 
of the Earth’s 
surface.

Venus: Venus is 
surrounded by 
a thick layer of 
clouds. Venus 
is very hot. This 
planet was 
named after the 
goddess of love.

Mercury: 
Mercury is 
the second 
smallest 
planet. It 
doesn’t have 
a moon.

Saturn: Saturn 
has at least 
18 moons. Its 
rings are made 
of millions of 
pieces of rock 
and ice.

Jupiter: 
Jupiter is 
the largest 
planet. It is 
about 63 
times bigger 
than Pluto!

Mars: Mars has 
two tiny moons 
named Phobos 
and Deimos. 
Mars has dust 
storm that can 
last for weeks.

Pluto: Pluto is 
the smallest 
planet. It is 
smaller than 
Earth’s moon. 
Pluto is the 
furthest planet 
from the sun.

Neptune: 
Neptune is the 
fourth largest 
planet. It is 
blue-green with 
dark and light 
spots on the 
surface.

Uranus: Uranus 
spins on its side 
as it orbits the 
sun. Uranus 
has a ring 
made of 13 
separate rings 
of dark rock.
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A Note to Teachers 
and Parents

This book is fi lled with exciting activities for kids. Each 
page is written directly for the children, with activities 
and information that they can easily understand.
          The activities in this book cross the curriculum: 
maths, English, science and art. For example, children 
fi gure out how much they would weigh on Mars; 
they write about what it might be like to live on the 
red planet; they learn about the different kinds of 
temperatures on Mars; and they create their own Mars 
rovers.
          If you are working through this book as a class, 
simply photocopy the activities and give a page to 
each child (or each group of children, if you are doing 
group activities).
          Note that many of the projects are perfect for 
homework assignments. If you are teaching about 
measuring, for example, children can go home and 
measure their stride and then compare it to the length 
it would be if they were walking on Mars. Children can 
then bring back their information in to share with the 
class.
          Parents can also help their children with the 
activities in this book. Directions can be read aloud 
and the activities can be done together. For example, 
watch the weather report together with your child and 
then compare it with the weather on Mars. 
          The most important thing about Mars is that 
children will be having fun while they explore the 
scientifi c world! If you help them to do this, you can 
help them make their scientifi c explorations a success.
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