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Introduction
Children love dinosaurs! They are easily motivated to learn as
much as they can about these extinct animals. It is exciting to
hear young children using words like Triceratops, Brontosaurus,
paleontologist and extinct in their everyday speech.
The activities contained in this unit encourage cooperation and
positive classroom interaction. At the same time, they reinforce and
expand the children’s knowledge and skills in all of the important
curriculum areas.
This theme unit begins with an introductory activity, “Name-oSaurus”, and ends with a ﬁnal activity, “Plant Snacks”. The unit
contains four weeks’ worth of motivating and fun activities. Each week
contains an English, Maths and Art activity. Several weeks include
Science activities. Be sure to demonstrate the Dinosaur activities for
the children. They will learn more from seeing them done and will
create better ﬁnished products.
At the end of this unit, you will ﬁnd a list of suggested storybooks,
nonﬁction books and picture books about dinosaurs. Begin each of
these activities by reading one of these books. Store the books in an
area in your classroom where children can look at or refer to them
whenever they wish.
There are several pages of dinosaur patterns in this book. Aside
from their designated uses, you may wish to duplicate them and use
them as display board decorations or as name tags or locker labels.
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Dinosaur World: Week One
Beginning Activity

Name–o–Saurus
Goals:

• Promote creativity and introduce the Dinosaur unit.
Materials:

• Construction paper, crayons or textas, scissors, glue, art supplies
(wiggly eyes, scraps of material, beads, fake gems, buttons,
sequins), books about dinosaurs (see Book List, p. 32)

Preparation:

• None
Directions:
1. Lead the class in a discussion about dinosaurs. Ask the children
to name their favourite dinosaur. (Most children have a favourite. If
a child in your class does not, let him or her pick a dinosaur from a
picture book.)
2. Tell the children that they will be inventing new dinosaurs.
3. Have each child draw a dinosaur on a large piece of construction
paper. Children can look at the books about dinosaurs for inspiration.
4. Have the children cut out the dinosaurs and decorate them using
the various art materials.
5. Help the children name their dinosaurs. You can use the child’s
name in the dinosaur’s name–for example, Karen-o-saurus,
Carlyatops, Greggosaurus Rex.
6. Hang the dinosaurs on a display board.
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Dinosaur World: Week One
English

Dinosaur Stories
Goals:

• Reinforce creativity and strengthen language skills.
Materials:

• Paper, crayons, textas, pencils, Danny and the Dinosaur by Syd
Hoff (Harper, 1958)

Preparation:

• Ask several parent volunteers to come into the class to help the
•

children write down their ideas.
Make up your own short story about having a dinosaur friend.
Write it down and illustrate it.

Directions:
1. Read the children the book Danny and the Dinosaur.
2. Share your own dinosaur story with the children.
3. Tell the children that they are going to write stories about what it
would be like to have a dinosaur friend. Have the children imagine
what they could do with a dinosaur pal.
4. Let each child dictate his or her short story to a volunteer. The
stories should be about ﬁve sentences long.
5. Have the children illustrate their stories.
6. Children can take their stories home to share with their families.
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