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• Sperm whales 
can stay 
underwater for a 
long time. They 
can grow to 20 
metres long.

• Orcas or 
killer whales, 
eat fi sh, 
penguins, 
seals and 
some whales.

• A pilot whale 
is also called a 
Blackfi sh. It can 
grow to be 6 
metres long.

• Narwhals 
have two teeth. 
In the males, 
one of the teeth 
grows into a 
long tusk!

Whale Swap Cards

• Dolphins and 
porpoises are 
whales, too.

• Beluga whales 
are also called 
white whales. 
These whales 
live near the 
North Pole.

• Minke whales 
often swim 
close to shore.

• A blue whale 
is the size of a 
jet airliner! 

• Humpback 
whales can 
make about 1000 
different sounds!
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A Note to Teachers and 
Parents

This book is fi lled with exciting activities for children. 
Each page is written directly for the children, with 
activities and information that they can easily 
understand.
         The activities in this book cross the curriculum: 
maths, English, science and art. For example, 
children measure each other to fi nd out how 
many of their friends it would take to be as long 
as a blue whale. They make a sea circus using sea 
mammal patterns; they write stories about staying 
underwater as long as a whale can; they learn the 
difference between a fi sh’s tail and a whale’s fl uke 
and much more!
         If you are working through this book as a 
class, simply photocopy the activities and give a 
page to each child (or each group of children, if 
you are doing group activities).
         Note that many of the projects are perfect 
for homework assignments. If you are teaching 
about geography, children can study maps to fi nd 
a city or town 1500 kilometres from their own. This 
is how far a whale can hear under water! Children 
can then bring back their information to share with 
the class.
         Parents can also help their children with 
the activities in this book. Directions can be read 
aloud and the activities can be done together. For 
example, learn about the speed of whales and 
then drive with your children in a car. Let them 
know when you are driving as fast as a killer whale 
swims!
         The most important thing about Whales is that 
children will be having fun while they explore the 
scientifi c world! 

 © 2003 Hawker Brownlow Education                                 45                                                         MMA2091 Whales

Whale Swap Cards

Minke Blue Whale

Beluga

Narwhal

Humpback

OrcaSperm Whale

Dolphin Pilot Whale
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Welcome to the World 
of Whales

         

The world’s largest animals are whales. These 
amazing creatures aren’t fi sh. They are mammals. 
This means that they are warm-blooded, air -
breathing animals.     
         There are about 100 different kinds of whales. 
Some are incredibly huge, like the blue whale, 
which is the largest animal that has ever lived. 
Others are much smaller.
         On this journey to study interesting ocean 
creatures, you’ll learn about a wide variety of sea 
mammals. These include whale family members, 
such as dolphins and porpoises and also manatees, 
which share the oceans with whales.
         Before we get started, you’re going to need 
a whale watcher’s badge. Either draw a picture 
of yourself or tape a photograph of yourself in the 
Whale Watcher pattern. Then cover your picture (or 
drawing) with clear contact paper to protect it.
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         Now that you have a whale watcher’s 
badge, you’re ready to go! But before you 
learn all about whales, check your current 
whale knowledge with the Whale Quiz. Then 
check the Answers to the Quiz. Finally, look at 
the ‘World Whale Map’. This will tell you where 
different kinds of whales live.
         You can use your ‘Scientist’s Notebook’ 
to start recording information you’ve learned. 
Whenever you want to remember a specifi c 
bit of information, write it in your notebook. If 
you run out of room, use any lined paper.
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Save the Whales

Look at the products below:

soap                  candles                      crayons             

cosmetics          tennis racket strings  surgical thread

fi shing poles      shoelaces

         Circle the products you think contain 
whale parts, then turn the page upside down 
to see the answers.

Be Aware!
Let other people know about the endangered status 
of whales by writing about your whale knowledge in a 
whale of a newspaper. Use the Tribune Pattern to 
make your own newspaper about whales. Write 
articles, draw pictures and make up a headline for 
each feature. Real newspapers answer the questions: 
who, what, when, where, why and how. Try to answer 
these questions in the stories in your tribune. For 
example, your ‘who’ might be a scientist, your ‘what’ 
might be studied a dolphin, your ‘when’might be last summer 
and your ‘why’ might be to learn how dolphins talk.

Answer: All of these products have contained 
whale parts in the past! Today, alternatives 
have been found for whale products. However, 
some people consider whale meat a delicacy. 
It sells for $300 per kilogram in Japan!

         What should you do if you see a stranded 
whale? Get help from a police offi cer, lifeguard 
or Coast Guard. If the animal is alive, have people help 
you keep it damp and cool. You can do this by patting it 
with wet towels or seaweed. Its blowhole should be kept 
clear. Try to keep the whale as calm as possible!
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Whale of a Tale!

People have been interested in whales and dolphins 
for many years. In ancient Roman times, there was 
a coin with a picture of a dolphin on it. Sometimes, 
people have told stories – or tales – about whales 
and dolphins. 
         Many stories have been told about 
dolphins saving swimmers who are drowning. 
Because so many stories have been told, some 
of the stories are probably true.
         There is a story of a 19th-century whaler 
who was swallowed by a sperm whale. Several hours 
later, the whale was killed and he was found alive in 
the whale’s belly! Do you believe that?
         

         

Just for Fun: Whale of a Tale
Write your own amazing story about taking a ride 
inside of a whale or on the back of a dolphin and 
illustrate it to match the story. You can write your 
story on whale-shaped paper. Trace the whale 
(above) onto lined paper and cut it out. (Make 
several.) Write your story on the whale-shaped 
pages, then staple a book cover on the top.
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Whale Quiz

Answer questions with ‘TRUE’  or ‘FALSE’ .

1. Whales are really big fi sh.

2. Whales can live to be 30 years old.

3. Whales can’t smell.

4. All whales have teeth.

5. Dolphins are a type of whale.

6. A killer whale can swallow a 20-kilogram 
salmon whole.

7. A dolphin can’t win a fi ght with a shark.

8. Each humpback whale has a different pattern 
on its tail.

9. Male whales are always bigger than females.

10. A male whale is called a bull and a female 
whale is called a cow.


