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Introduction: Why Reptiles?
Most children are fascinated by reptiles – from the
winding ways that snakes move to the massive jaws
of the crocodile. With the activities in this book, your
students will learn about the exciting world of reptiles
while practising writing, reading, maths, research,
performance and speaking skills. They’ll interview a
lizard, create reports on a turtle’s shell, make their own
chameleon mood indicators, and much more. Most of
the activities in this book can be simplified for younger
students or extended for higher year levels.
Roaming Reptiles is divided into four parts and a
resource section. Through a variety of activities, HandsOn Discoveries will help answer questions such as
‘How much do crocodiles weigh?’ and ‘How long is a
chameleon?’ Reproducible sheets with a special lizard
icon have directions written specifically for children. This
section also features art activities, such as ‘Snakeskin
Shirts’ and ‘Snake Pencil Pals’ in which children can
explore their creativity.
NonFiction Book Links feature speaking, writing
and reporting activities based on nonfiction resources.
Many activities are accompanied by helpful handouts,
which will lead children through the research procedure.
When research is required, you have the option of letting
children look for the facts needed in your classroom,
school or local library, or on the Internet. Or use the
‘Super-Duper Fact Cards’ located in the resource section
at the back of this book. These cards list information
for 16 reptile-related subjects. You can photocopy the
cards onto coloured paper, laminate and cut them out.
Then store the cards in a box for children to choose from
when doing their research. These cards also provide
an opportunity for younger children to participate in
research projects. The information is provided for them on
easy-to-read cards.
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The Fiction Book Links section uses chapter
books and storybooks to introduce information about
reptiles. This section’s activities, projects and language
extensions help children see connections between
reptiles and the world around them. Each ‘Link’ also
includes a tongue twister. You can challenge children
to create their own twisters from the reptile facts and
words they’ve learned. Also included in this section
are decorating suggestions (called ‘setting the stage’)
for each particular book. Creating a book-friendly
environment in the classroom will encourage children to
read on their own for fun.
It’s Show Time! presents new songs sung to old
tunes. The songs can be photocopied and given to the
children to learn. If you want to hold a performance,
write each performer’s name on the reproducible
program page and distribute the copies to your
audience. Consider having the children make costumes
to go with the songs.
Three sections in this book end with a ‘SuperDuper Project’, an activity that uses the information
children have learned in the unit. A choral performance
is one possible ‘Super-Duper’ ending for the ‘It’s Show
Time!’ section.
A perfect way to begin or end this unit would be
to take your class on an excursion to see live reptiles.
Many aquariums and wildlife parks have lizards or
crocodiles on display, as well as sea turtles swimming
in water. Children will be even more interested to learn
about these amazing creatures after they have had a
chance to see them first-hand. However, this unit is also
the perfect time to remind children that some lizards
should be left in the wild and not purchased for pets.
Each year, many lizards die when they are taken out of
their natural habitats to be sold in pet shops.
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HANDS-ON DISCOVERY

Weighing a Crocodile
Crocodiles can weigh over 500 kilograms, and sometimes
as much as 1000 kilograms. How many of your students
would it take to be as heavy as a crocodile? This activity
will help them find out.

Materials
Scale, paper, textas, pictures of crocodiles
(see Reptile Resources)

Directions:
1. Show pictures of crocodiles to the children. If any of
the children have seen a crocodile – in a zoo or
aquarium or on television or in movies – let them
describe their experience.
2. Tell the children how much a crocodile weighs.
3. Have the children guess how many classmates it would
take to equal the weight of a crocodile.
4. Have the children take turns weighing themselves. Keep
a running tally of their weight on paper or the whiteboard.
When the figure reaches 500 kg, start a new column. See
how many crocodile the collective weight of the students
is equal to.

Option:
• Do this activity with other reptile weights. The heaviest
turtle on record weighed 907 kg. Komodo dragons can
weigh 180 kg.
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HANDS-ON HANDOUT

Snakeskins
Pythons can be cream, grey, fawn, green or orange, with
dark-edged brown blotches or spots along the body.

Some vipers have thick bodies with distinctive geometric
markings.

Tiger snakes have brown and yellow stripes. The yellow
stripes are wider near the snake’s underside.

The Red-bellied black snake is all black above, and a
colourful pinkish-red below.

Coral snakes have striking bands of red, black and gold.

Bandy bandy snakes are black with white bands. Or is that
white with black bands?
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NONFICTION BOOK LINKS

Save the Reptiles!
The children can write about any reptiles, even those not
on an endangered list. They can simply make people more
aware about these fascinating creatures.

Materials:
‘Endangered Reptiles’ Hands-On Handout (p. 30), ‘SuperDuper Fact Cards’ (pp. 70–77), milk cartons (clean and
empty; one per child), paper, glue, scissors, pens or pencils

Directions:
1. Explain that some reptiles are on lists for being
endangered or rare. People are working to help these
creatures survive. However, it’s important to get the word
out to other people about the creatures’ status.
2. Have the children choose reptiles to focus on. They can
use the ‘Endangered Reptiles’ Hands-On Handout.
3. Children can use the ‘Super-Duper Fact Cards’, library
books, encyclopedias or the Internet for their research.
4. Once the children have collected facts about their
chosen reptiles, they should write descriptions of the
creatures.
5. Have the children draw small pictures of their reptiles.
6. Give each child a milk carton. The children will glue their
miniature reports and pictures on the side of the cartons.
7. Line up all of the milk cartons on a table where other
classes can see them and read about the reptiles. Hang a
sign that says ‘Save the Reptiles!’ above the cartons.

Option:
• Do this activity with other endangered animals.
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IT’S SHOW TIME!

Black and Yellow Tiger Snake
(to the tune of ‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’)
Black and Yellow Tiger snake
Slithering away;
Won’t attack, but don't get close,
Or they’ll bite you right away.
When it sees a frog or mouse,
It slithers fast until,
It catches up and gulps it down,
And then it's had its fill.

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

67

MMA2100 Roaming Reptiles

